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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines:
· SPLA claims control of Nasir town in Upper Nile state
· Internally displaced persons in Bentiu decry impact of heavy rains.
· New report finds women ignorant about ongoing peace process

The army has taken control of Nasir town in Upper Nile state, four days after the town fell in the hands of the opposition forces. 

Army spokesperson, Col Philip Aguer, says opposition forces have been flushed out of the Nassir airport and government has deployed more troops in Nassir town. 

Col. Philip Aguer however says Ayod town of Jonglei state is still tense.

Col Philip Aguer: “In Ayod, they still have tension of shelling but that is not serious to us and to our forces in Nasir. The serious attempt was on 21 July and 22 July. We will not allow the forces of Riek Machar to drag us into a full war but we’ll defend ourselves. The forces in Nasir have strong orders to only protect Nasir and protect themselves. They will be fighting in self-defense.”
But Brigadier Lul Ruai, Spokesperson of the opposition forces says his forces simply pulled out of Nassir town without a single shot fired.
In another development, South Sudan Deputy Chief of General Staff in charge of training, Lt. Gen. Thomas Cirilo Swaka, has denied reports that he has defected to the SPLA- in opposition.

Lt. Gen. Thomas Cirilo was reacting to reports published in some sections of the media that he met with community leaders and explained why he does not want to join rebels.

Addressing a news conference at Bilpham, Cirilo said the claims are baseless and only intended to confuse the public.

Lt. Gen. Thomas Cirilo Swaka: “What was written by Mark Banguot Gok on 7 July, 2014 in www.nyamilepedia.com and reported by www.sudantribune.com on 8th July 2014 is completely false and mere fabrication. I have never met with the delegation of elders and community leaders from Equatoria as publicized through the above mentioned websites. What was circulated in the media in my name is utterly false and malicious fabrications by some circles who intend to miss lead the public.” 

Heavy rains have left a trail of destruction in the protection of civilians sites in Bentui, Unity state.

The Community Chairperson in Protection site in Bentiu, James Madut, says floods triggered by heavy rains this morning have destroyed the shelters and properties.

James Madut: “Actually the situation now in the camp is very bad … is out of control. It was very, very big rain. It began to rain yesterday at 10pm and it stopped at 1pm the other day, now the all camp is flooded. Everybody is in the water. The whole camp, all the tukuls in the camp are now under water. There is no dry land that can you see … The whole camp is now full with water.” 

These IDPs explain how they have been affected by the rains. 

Vox Pops:
“As you can see now (there is) a lot of water. We are just sleeping in the water. Some people have no bed and some people one in the house they just luggage on the top just you stand in the water until the morning and up to now and I think we continue this because it is out of control. We don’t have power completely unless the UN is having power to make the channel so that the water go away from the camp. The situation is very, very difficult – beyond description –because everybody is on the water there is any place that has left out without water.”
Ten land cruiser vehicles have been added to the fleet of vehicles of the South Sudan National Police service to support security operations in Juba town.

The Inspector General of Police General Pieng Deng says the vehicles will ease response to emergencies. 

He adds that police are coordinating with relevant authorities to improve roads in Juba town.

Gen. Pieng Deng: “We are working very hard to have more than these so that all the corners of Juba will have ready vehicles mounted with personnel who will be moving to any nearby point where a civilian is calling from. We are coordinating with town council and with Juba county and with state authorities to facilitate the movement of the police especially the roads and also naming the roads and putting some sign boards so that it is easy to access any point in the town.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A new report published by the Crisis Management Initiatives states that many women in South Sudan are ignorant of the ongoing peace process.

The report released early this week by the Women’s Parliamentary caucus found out that woman particularly those in rural areas are not informed about the peace process.

Johanna Poutanen, the Country Director Criseis Management Initiatives says efforts are being made to raise the level of awareness among the vulnerable women. 

Johanna Poutanen: “We have been collaborating with the women’s parliamentary caucus as well as SudeMoP civil society organization to provide technical support for the women support parliamentarians caucus to conduct state levels, women’s consultations, internally displaced persons and state parliamentarian in a way to trying to seek to the constructive roles in the ongoing peace building, and conflict resolution efforts.Women in South Sudan will this weekend stage a rally for Peace at the Dr John Garang Musoleum in Juba.”
Meanwhile, Women in South Sudan will this weekend stage a rally for Peace at the Dr John Garang Musoleum in Juba.

The rally has been organized by the platform for Peace organization, a local women’s group in Juba.

Dudu Sabiti, a member of the black fume organization says the women want to use this rally as a platform to reiterate their calls for peace and not war.

Dudu Sabit: “We started and we are going to say to Kiir Mayadit sorry and will enter in their midst like their mothers to stop war and bring peace. We stand between the two sides between Kiir and Riek Machar and we want peace because of the many blood flows. We do not want the blood flow again. We want people back to build our country, to see our development and our generations.’’

More than 40 youths from ten states have arrived in Yambio, Western Equatoria State for a youth dialogue.

At the end of the three day dialogue, participants are expected to form the Western Equatoria Youth dialogue forum.  

Francis Felix Katie has a report 

Francis Felix Katie: “The dialogue is mainly focusing on youth involvement in peace initiatives. Officially opening the forum this morning, the State Deputy Governor urged the youth act responsibly and avoid violence. Meanwhile Yambio County Commissioner says this forum is essential for unity among the youth.”
Yambio County Commissioner: When we involve youth like this from different counties across the state, it fosters greater unity among them.
Some participants I spoke with acknowledged the value of unity.

Vox pops: 
“It should also make the unity of the youth effective in Western Equatoria and in South Sudan in general.”

“We urge our government to support us because it is the first time for us to have a youth dialogue forum in Western Equatoria.”

“As we are going to acquire more knowledge from our leaders, what we need is unity in our state or in our South Sudan.”

Felix Francis Katie: “If formed, the Western Equatoria youth dialogue will add to the many voices that are calling out for peace in south Sudan. Felix Francis Katie reporting radio Miraya news.”  

The National Ministry of Health has registered a significant decrease in cholera cases across the country.

The Director General of Preventative Health Services, Dr. Pinyi Nyimol Mawein, told Radio Miraya that Central Equatoria State and Upper Nile states have so far managed to reduce cases.

He said this is due to increased awareness campaigns and proper hygiene practices.

Dr. Pinyi however says the situation in Torit where 47 new cases have been reported, requires more efforts to contain the spread of the disease.

Dr. Pinyi Nyiomol: “In Central Equatoria State, cholera cases are declining. Yesterday only we had four cases in Juba – three in Kajokeji. In Upper Nile State, in the Wau Al Shuluk area, cases are decreasing (and are down to) 24. In all the states, 47 cases were reported. In Central Equatoria, there were 1617 (cases). From this number, 1089 were discharged in Juba. Since the disease began, death cases were 15 in Juba, 38 in Eastern Equatoria State and 17 in Wau Shuluk area.”

The Ministry of Labour, Public Service and Human resource has declared Monday July 28th to Wednesday July 30th, a public holiday.
A statement signed by Clement Brame, Acting Undersecretary of Labour says that the holiday will be used to observe Eid El Fitri on Monday and Martyrs day on Wednesday.

He says work for all government employees will resume on Thursday.

In foreign news, French President, Francois Hollande says there are no survivors from the Air Algeria AH5017 passenger jet that crashed in Mali.

Hollande is quoted by the BBC saying one flight data recorder had been recovered, after French troops reached the crash site near Mali's border with Burkina Faso.

Air traffic controllers lost contact with the plane early on Thursday after pilots reported severe storms.

The 116 passengers on the Air Algerie flight included 51 French citizens.

In Sports South Sudan Basketball Association Secretary General, Acuil Malith Banggol says South Sudan will participate in the Rio de Janerio 2016 Olympics in Brazil.

He says the National Olympics Committee is now preparing players in athletics, boxing and group games.

Acuil Malith Banggol: “The most important thing is to prepare our players in athletics, and then boxing, and then we have to compete in other group games – football, volleyball, handball and basketball. … In September, we are starting Zone Five elimination for the World Cup 2015, so we are going to compete in Kampala, last week of September and they will select two from our zone to join the all Africa games and then in the all Africa Games the winners will go to world Cup and prepare for the Olympics.”    
As a member of the International Olympics Committee, South Sudan will take part in both the cultural exhibition and the parade
To end the news here are the main stories:
· SPLA claims control of Nasir town in Upper Nile state
· Internally displaced persons in Bentiu decry impact of heavy rains

· New report finds women ignorant about ongoing peace process

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. From me Susan Dokolo, do have a blessed weekend. 
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