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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news, with Susan Dokolo.

The Headlines:
· President Kiir briefs government delegation ahead of Addis peace talks.

· Armed men in Ezo County, Western Equatoria State kill home guard.
· Security in Juba city beefed up ahead of martyrs day
President Salva Kiir has briefed the government delegation to the peace talks in Addis Ababa.

Michael Makuei, the government spokesperson says the government delegates have received all the necessary directives from the president on how to bring peace to the country.

One person has reportedly been killed by unknown armed horsemen in Ezo County Western Equatoria State.

Ezo County Commissioner, Albert Moiidie, says an estimated 30 armed men riding on horses crossed into Ezo from Central Africa Republic.

The horsemen were intercepted and an exchange of gunfire in Yangiri Payam resulted into the death of one home guard.

Albert Moiidie: “On Saturday a group of Falata, who are among those Ambororo moving on horses, crossed to Yangiri. The estimated number was above 30 people and when they crossed our army was also there together with our boys. They intercepted them and they exchanged fire then one of our boys was killed. On their side we are not sure because the force that we had sent there they said that their number was over the number that we have so they could not do the checking up but however there is assurance that some of them have been killed.”
The commissioner says the security situation in Ezo County is calm as security forces pursue the armed horsemen.  

Security has been stepped up in some parts of Juba city ahead of the Martyrs day on Wednesday July 30th.

Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says joint security personnel from the Army, Police, and Wildlife including other organized forces will be deployed across the city, to ensure that the day is celebrated peacefully. 

Col. Philip Aguer: “As the security forces provided security for the independence of South Sudan on 9 July, it will be the same Martyrs Day. Security will be there people will dance and everything will go smoothly.”

Martyrs day is observed every year in remembrance of all those who sacrificed their lives and time to fight for liberation.

In Juba, the National Celebrations will take place at the Dr. John Garang Mausoleum.  

Inter clan fights in Rumbek have disrupted transport between Rumbek and Maper.

Rumbek county executive Director, James Agok Reecdit, says the fighting between Rub and Pakam clans has made the roads insecure and movement of passengers and goods difficult.

James Agok Reecdit: “The security situation here is difficult. Since the outbreak of the fighting between two clans, Rub and Pakam, they made road from Rumbek to Maper difficult. Travel does not happen if there is no army vehicle to take travelers. The only option is to board army vehicles. This is the situation we are in.”
Unity State government is urging internally displaced persons sheltering in the UN IDP base in Bentiu, to relocate to higher grounds.

Unity State government spokesman, Peter Makouth Malual, says the call comes in response to reports that hundreds of people have been left with no shelter after their houses were washed away by rain.

UNMISS Acting Spokesperson Joe Contreras says the UN plans to clear the drainages to control a possible recurrence of flooding in the camp.
Joe Contreras: “Right now we are looking to improve the drainage system, to lower the amount of flooding currently existing and to try to prevent a recurrence of that kind of flooding. That is a matter of our standing at the moment. We unfortunately don’t have another location where we can easily move these people and we are trying to respond to these people’s needs as best as we can but it is a difficult situation.”
The National Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has confirmed that marking of the just concluded South Sudan secondary school examinations will start in two weeks’ time. 

The Undersecretary in the Ministry, Michael Lopuke Lotiam, says the marking exercise is likely to last three weeks. 

Michael Lopuke Lotiam: “All the papers have reached Juba. Marking will begin by sorting out and after sorting out of the papers. They will be pre-controlled whereby the names of the students and their index numbers will be removed and then a secret number is put so that it will now be passed to the markers. This will start in the next two weeks from now. And the marking may take more than three to four weeks. Thereafter then the next stage will follow.” 

An elderly farmer in Munuki area has advised the youth to embrace farming as a lucrative and rewarding business.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Muta Elias said it is time the young people in South Sudan stopped looking down on farming as a dirty job fit for the elderly and academic failures. 

Muta Elias: “We need these youth to come to farming. My word to the youth is for them to not take farming as something that is dirty. Farming taken as business is rewarding and is very lucrative. If I’m to put it the other way every career is dirty in a way take the career of even  for example of a medical doctor, if you are handling a very sick person, is it not dirty? You can even contract a very serious sickness out of that and die.” 
In a related development, Juan Alice Mogga, a piggery owner in Jebel, explained that piggery generates quick money and helps women become self-reliant.

Juan Alice Mogga: “What makes me love piggery … is … I know it can benefit me a lot in short time and I know I can help my people and I will be somebody who is also responsible women  in South Sudan.”  

T
The International Day of Friendship will be observed tomorrow in countries around the globe, including South Sudan, to promote the role which friendship plays in promoting peace in many cultures. 

In South Sudan, the day comes amid an ongoing conflict that has left many people displaced and friends separated and scattered.

Radio Miraya caught up with some residents who tell us what friendship means in times of conflict.

Vox Pops:
· “A friend is somebody who is close to you, who understands you, who is there for you in times of problems and in times when you are okay. In life we must have friends that is something that is serious you must have a friend who is there for you in times of problems and when things are okay. ”

· “Friendship is a key goal for every human to be in this world. Through friendship you will get all that you expect in this life. … Friendship starts from home. For you to be a friend you need to get friends. Being with friends is life because they are like brothers which meaning they are good.” 

In foreign news, an American doctor working with Ebola patients in Liberia has tested positive for the deadly virus.
A Sky News reporter has identified the doctor as 33-year-old Kent Brantly.

The medic, who is married and has children, is being treated at a hospital in the capital Monrovia.

In a related development, Samaritan's Purse aid organization reports another US citizen has also been infected with the virus.

Samaritan's Purse, its spokesman told Sky News that Nancy Writebol is working with their staff in a Monrovia hospital.

She had been working as a hygienist who decontaminated those entering and leaving the hospital's Ebola care area.

In sports, the South Sudan national kickboxing federation in collaboration with Central Equatoria Karate Association is organizing a race this evening at Nyakuron Cultural Centre. 

The chairperson of the national federation Poro Okelo, says the race is part of preparations for the fighters who will represent South Sudan in the inter-continental championship due next month in Kampala.

Poro Okelo: “In this event we will have boxing, karate and kickboxing together. In the 75 kg category, we have Abayouk Daniel and Sima Lobari, who is our national hero. Also in the 65 k group, we have Beany Akot with Samuel Chol and in the light weight (group) we have James Taban with Martin Arkanjelo – this is in kickboxing. In boxing, we have a very good talented fighter, John Aye. Actually he was a great fighter at UPDF, now he is here in South Sudan. He will be doing a show with Kalan Deng. Then we have the main event which is Uganda versus South Sudan – we have Nicholas Masoka versus Frances Deng. ”

To end the news, here are the main stories:
· President Kiir briefs government delegation ahead of Addis peace talks.

· Armed men in Ezo County Western Equatoria State kill home guard.

· Security in Juba city beefed up ahead of Martyrs Day.
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. From me Susan Dokolo. 
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