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Good Morning. It’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines
· Fighting between SPLA and Opposition forces reported in Upper Nile State 

· National Legislative Assembly opens as President Salva Kiir announces key priorities for his government

· State ministers of education meet in Juba to discuss ways of retaining teachers
The army Spokesperson says fighting has been going on in Nassir and Baliet counties in Upper Nile State.

Speaking to Miraya this morning, Col. Philip Aguer confirmed that opposition forces had shelled Nassir on Saturday and also shelled Galachel Payam in Upper Nile state on Sunday.

Col Philip Aguer: “The violations happened in Upper Nile State when the rebels of Riek Machar started shelling Nassir the day before yesterday on Saturda. And yesterday, they shelled Galachel in Baliet County. And this is the violation that has been reported so far since yesterday. This morning we are still for the morning report. We shall hear if there is violation.”

In a related development, Unity State security advisor, John Malok Matai, says fresh fighting has been launched in Wankai Payam, in Mayom County.

Col John Malok says the heavy gunfire could still be heard early this morning.

John Malok Matai: “Today we were attacked at Wankai in Mayom County. The rebels attacked us this morning. Of course, these people intend to violate the ceasefire in our state. This is the second attack against us.  The government forces are in the defensive positions. They did not come out to attack them. They are attacking us in our positions. This is why I want to tell the world that if monitors are not deployed in Unity State, these people do not recognize this agreement. This is why monitors should go to Unity State.

Radio Miraya was not immediately able to contact a spokesperson for the SPLA/ in opposition.

President Salva Kiir has pledged to address the critical issues facing the country to build a better future for the South Sudanese citizens.

In a speech to open a new session of the national legislature today, President Kiir said the next budget will prioritize roads, provision of health care and clean water, and food security. 

State Ministers of Education from the ten States, are meeting in Juba to find ways of retaining teachers in the classrooms.

The meeting in Juba stems from concerns that hundreds of qualified teachers are leaving the classrooms for better paying jobs. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Micheal LopukeLotian, Eastern Eqautoria State Minister for Education, said the problem of teachers leaving the classrooms for other jobs is a recipe for poor quality education in the country.

Michael Lopuke Lotian:
“Qualified teachers are leaving the classroom and they opt to go and work as watchmen or security guards in an organization that is paying them better. To us, this is a challenge and to us as responsible for the future of this country, we would like to ensure that those who are qualified are trusted to the education profession.
Members of the African Union Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan have been in Bentui, Unity State, to investigate crimes allegedly committed during the ongoing conflict.

Prof. Pacificque Manirakiza told Radio Miraya that what the commission has seen in Bentui town is disturbing.

Prof. Pacificque Manirakiza: “It is disturbing because there is no sign of life in the town. We have seen a lot of atrocities committed here and, yes, especially those areas where you think they were safer than others, especially the hospitals and the mosque.”

The Ministry of Health together with partners is continuing to fight an outbreak of cholera which has so far killed 27 people and infected more than 1,000 others.

Latest reports from WHO show most of the cases in Juba remain confined in Gumbo in Rejaf, Gudelle 1 in Munuki, Tomping in Juba and Gudelle 2 in Northern Bari.
An assessment is being carried out to assess the risk factors of cholera at household level.

In Warrap State, WHO is investigating reports of one suspected cholera case. The suspect is a young male who travelled from Gudelle in Juba, to Kuajock and later developed cholera like symptoms.

Cholera is an acute intestinal infection caused by ingestion of food or water contaminated with the bacterium vibrio cholerae.
The Reproductive Health Association of South Sudan has expressed worry about poor usage of contraceptive and family planning methods across the country.

Ladu Ruben, a member of the Reproductive Health Association of South Sudan, says family health indicators show a low uptake of family planning services.

Ruben says urgent measures are needed to control unwanted pregnancies.

Ladu Ruben: “When we look at the situation that is happening, we produce very many children and at the end of the day we are unable to feed, we are unable to give them quality education. Even our resources have been exploited, our population is growing rapidly and is not corresponding with our resources.”

The latest figures from the US Agency for International Development show less than 2 percent of women of reproductive age are using contraception In South Sudan.
A forum for youth is being hosted today by the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in New York.

The UN says the current generation of youth -the largest the world has ever seen- has been left behind.
Ahmad Alhendawi, the UN's Special Youth Envoy, says education, unemployment, access to health care, good governance and the right to participate in decision-making are some of the pressing issues identified by young people.

Ahmad Alhendawi: "This is the first consensus reached among this huge community of youth organizations around the world and the organizations focusing on youth issues about what should be included for youth in the post-2015 development agenda. That is why I invited young people and youth organizations around the world to endorse this call and show their support. Until today, we know that over 1,000 organizations endorsed this call from over 140 countries and this will be presented at the ECOSOC to invite Member States to look at youth priorities and hopefully to include these priorities in the 2015."

You’re listening to Radio Miraya News
Twenty prison Officers in Yambio Western Equatoria State have been given new skills to improve their work, promote human rights and respect the prisoners.

Mohamed Sani, UNMISS Corrections Officer in WES says the prison officers were taught how to combat rioting in prisons, managing escapes and store and ration management.
Mohamed Sani: “The prisons is one area that if you are not careful there will be a lot of human rights abuses, so it is necessary to train people in this conflict-prone area to be able to handle prisoners in a manner that will not abuse the prisoners, handle the prisoner with respect, treat the prisoners as human beings as colleagues and try to rehabilitate and reintegrate them into society.”

In Foreign News
Malawi’s newly elected president, Peter Mutharika, is being sworn in today at the Kamuzu Banda stadium in the country’s commercial capital, Blantyre.

Mutharika becomes the country’s fourth president since Malawi gained independence from Britain.
Nicholas Dausi, a spokesman for the Democratic People’s Party (DPP), told Voice of America that the swearing in ceremony will be preceded by a military parade followed by the handing over of the sword of honor, and then traditional dances.

Several African heads of states have arrived in Malawi to attend the ceremony.
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.

· Fighting between SPLA and Opposition forces reported in Upper Nile State

· National Legislative Assembly opens as President Salva Kiir announces key priorities for his government
· State ministers of education meet in Juba to discuss ways of retaining teachers

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News with me, Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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