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Good Evening. It’s 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines

· President Salva Kiir announces key priorities for his government as he opens the National Legislative Assembly 

· Youths in Juba stage protests against Citizens for Peace and Justice organization
· State ministers of Education meet in Juba to discuss ways of retaining teachers
President Salva Kiir says his government has set out four new key priorities that will support building a better future for South Sudanese citizens.

In a speech to open a new session of the national legislature today, President Kiir, said the next budget will prioritize roads, provision of health care, delivery of clean water and boosting food security. 

Youths in Juba have staged peaceful protests in Juba today to protest the involvement of an organization called Citizens for Peace and Justice in the nomination of stakeholder delegates for the upcoming talks in Addis Ababa.
Led by Charles Obaj Adwok, the chairperson of the Youth Organizations, the youths handed over their memorandum to the US Embassy, the European Union and the IGAD Office in Juba.

The chairperson of the South Sudan Civil Society Alliance, Deng Athuai Mawin, however says the touchy issue regarding the Citizens for Peace and Justice Organization were resolved in a meeting held on Sunday.
Former Presidential Adviser, Sultan/Abdel Bagi Akol Agany has refuted reports that he defected to Sudan to form a rebel faction in Meiram, Kordofan State. 

Sultan/Abdel Bagi Akol Agany, told journalists in Aweil that the reports allegedly circulating around as false. He explained that he has until recently been in Juba and only returned to Aweil due to an illness.

The former presidential advisor said he has not even thought of defecting to form an anti-government faction. 

Sultan Abdel Bagi Akol Agany: “I am here in Aweil and I am sick. The governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal is medically taking care of me. There are people who alleged that Abdel Bagi has gone to the area of Meiram to form a rebellion there. I cannot go to Meiram. It is known that in 2008-2009, I fought the people of Meiram with guns and I pushed them back to their area until peace came between the Misseriya and Dinka. This is what I did. I cannot forget what I did to another man and go to join him. I am far from all these things like my presence here in Aweil. All the Dinka come to visit me while in the hospital and it is said that I went to Meiram. These are all lies.”

Nassir and Baliet counties in Upper Nile State have once again come under attack from the opposition forces, the army spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer has said.

Col. Philip Aguer told Radio Miraya that opposition forces shelled Nassir on Saturday and Galachel Payam in Upper Nile state on Sunday.

Col. Philip Aguer: “The violations that happened in Upper Nile state when the rebels of Riek Macahar started shelling Nassir the day before yesterday on Saturday and yesterday they shelled Galachel in Baliet County and this is the violation that has been reported so far since yesterday, this morning we are still for the morning report we shall hear if there is violation.”

In a related development, Unity state security advisor, John Malok Matai, says fresh fighting was heard in Wankai Payam, in Mayom County.

Col John Malok says the heavy gunfire could still be heard early this morning.

John Malok Matai: “Today we were attacked at Wankai in Mayom County. The rebels attacked us this morning. Of course these people intend to violate the ceasefire in our state. This is the second attack against us. The government forces are in defensive positions. They did not come out to attack them; they are attacking us in our positions. This is why I want to tell the world that if monitors are not deployed in Unity state, these people do not recognize this agreement. This is why monitors should go to Unity state.

Radio Miraya was not immediately able to contact a spokesperson for the SPLA/ in opposition.
State Ministers of Education from the ten states are meeting in Juba to discuss ways of improving the quality of education in the country.

The meeting in Juba stems from concerns that hundreds of qualified teachers are leaving the classrooms for better paying jobs. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Micheal Lopuke Lotian, Eastern Equatoria State Minister for education said the problem of teachers leaving the classrooms for other jobs is a pathway for poor quality education in the country.

Michael Lopuke Lotian: “Qualified teachers are leaving the classroom and they opt to go and work as watchmen or security guards in an organization that is paying them better, to us this is a challenge and to us as responsible for the future of this country we would like to ensure that those who are qualified are trusted to the education profession.”
In another development, health workers from Eastern Equatoria state have gathered in Torit to review the health plans and discuss priorities for a one year health strategy.

Participants at the meeting will spend the next three days discussing health priorities for the eight counties in Eastern Equatoria state.
In a related development, the South Sudan Islamic High council has decided to establish an Islamic University in South Sudan.

The decision comes out of the desire to expand access to higher education in South Sudan.

The Secretary General of the Islamic Council, Altahir Bior, says the university will admit all students irrespective of their religious backgrounds.

Altahir Bior: “We want our higher education to be related to our society, not an idea coming from outside, so there will be a connection between the country and Muslims in South Sudan. We have the capacity to run our schools as we have 45 Muslim university teachers. That means we can run our university. We witness lately a lot of problems like political religion and other issues. We want a social religion that related to our community in a right way.”
Young people from more than 60 countries around the world have gathered at the UN headquarters in New York for a forum of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 

Other young people are contributing online during the two-day discussions of what they would like to see included in the post-2015 development agenda. 

Ahmad Alhendawi, the UN's Special Youth Envoy, says education, unemployment, access to health care, good governance and the right to participate in decision-making are some of the pressing issues identified by young people.

Ahmad Alhendawi: "This is the first consensus reached among this huge community of youth organizations around the world. The organizations are focusing on youth issues about what should be included for youth in the post-2015 development agenda. That is why I invited young people and youth organizations around the world to endorse this call and show their support. Until today we know that over 1,000 organizations endorsed this call from over 140 countries and this will be presented at the ECOSOC to invite member states to look at youth priorities and hopefully to include these priorities in the 2015."

The UN says the current generation of youth -the largest the world has ever seen- has been left behind.
You’re listening to Radio Miraya News
One suspected case of cholera has been reported in Warrap State, the State Minister of Information, Paul Dhel , has been confirmed.  

Dhel says the suspect is a young male who travelled from Gudelle in Juba, to Kuajock and later developed cholera like symptoms.

Dhel says a task force has been formed to control a possible spread of the disease. 

Paul Dhel: “According to the director of preventive medicine in Warrap State, the case is demological spleen, which is the result of the acute watery diarrhea. The state ministry of health took some measures in support of World Health Organization and other health agencies in the state. An emergency taskforces was formed. To tell you so far, there is no any single case of cholera registered in the state although our team is keenly monitoring the situation in our health centers”
In Foreign News
Sudan’s Minister of Information says his government will not interfere in the case of Meriam Yahya Ibrahim, the woman who was sentenced to death for converting to Christianity.  

Ahmed Bilal told the Voice of America reporter in Khartoum that the country has an independent judiciary which is dealing with the case.  

The minister’s statement comes amid media reports indicating that Ibrahim would be released within days.  

In Sports

An international course for referees has opened in Juba as part of the referee development program in the country.

Chibor says the training is targeting about 70 referees from ten states and 16 football associations in the country.

Chibor: “Actually there is a course for referees and this is an international course conducted by FIFA. It is the second course for our referees in South Sudan and actually it is part of the development program which always takes place every year.”
The referees training in Juba is being conducted by the Federation of International Football Association (FIFA).

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· President Salva Kiir announces key priorities for his government as he opens the National Legislative Assembly 

· Youths in Juba stage protests against Citizens for Peace and Justice organization

· State ministers of Education meet in Juba to discuss ways of retaining teachers

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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