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Good Afternoon. It’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Chaplain Nemaya
The Headlines
· Government delegation heads to Addis tomorrow for new phase of peace talks
· Unity State Government appeals for urgent humanitarian assistance
· Traders in Warrap State are being urged not to sell away the health of the citizens
The government delegation leaves for Addis tomorrow, for the second phase of the negotiation with the Opposition.

The government spokesperson, Michael Makuei, says government is ready to find a peaceful settlement to the ongoing conflict. 

Micheal Makuei: “Of course, the government delegation will be going to Addis for talks unless we receive information from IGAD saying otherwise. Well the delegation is supposed to leave with effect from tomorrow.” 

In a related development, the leader of the SPLM/A - in opposition Riek Machar says he is once again ready to meet President Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa.

The two are expected to discuss ways of reaching a political settlement to the five-month long conflict that has left many dead and thousands displaced.

The spokesperson of the leader of SPLM in Opposition, James Gadet Dak, says Dr. Riek Machar and Salva Kiir are expected to meet on June 9th.

James Gadet Dak: “There is also expected to be another meeting between Dr. Riek Machar and Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa around the 9th. This proposal was even there before the 9th. This is why Dr. Riek Machar came from South Sudan to Addis Ababa expecting that he was going to meet Salva Kiir”

The Unity State government has launched an appeal for food, as thousands of people displaced by the conflict risk food shortages.

Unity State Deputy Governor Mabek Lang says the food situation in Unity State is appalling and there is an urgent need for support from the international Ccmmunity.

Mabek Lang: “From today I am now calling upon the organizations, agencies to come in, as the government is in place to come and help the people because they have lost their homestead, livestock and the houses.” 

The UN base in Bentui is currently sheltering more than 22,000 people.
Meanwhile, the seat of Unity State government has been relocated back to Bentui, two months after the conflict pushed all government’s operations to Juba.
Unity State Deputy Hon. Mabek Lang says an advance team has arrived in Bentui to organize the offices and operations of the state government.

Mabek Lang: “In, fact I came yesterday from Juba to Bentiu here and our coming mainly is to relocate the government of Unity State to its seat in Bentiu headquarters. I came with commissioners and officials from the ministry as the advance team. We will be followed by our cabinets so that the government will come and work its seat in Unity State. That is our main objective of being here in Bentiu”

Mabek explained that the state government is ready to provide security to the citizens returning to their homes in Unity State.
Traders in Warrap state are being urged not to sell away the health of the citizens in the state.

The call comes as the authorities in Warrap State launched a massive awareness campaign against cholera.

Warrap Minister of Information Paul Dhel Gum says the health ministry is working with the Chamber of Commerce to ask traders to keep their working space clean.

Paul Dhel Gum: “We should not be subjecting the lives of our citizens to danger simply because somebody is selling goods and is not keeping the area clean. And we are only waiting for the staff from the ministry of health to take over and for sure by tomorrow the health programme should be in place in the evening and in the morning to educate the awareness.”

In a related development, the national Minister of Health and partners are meeting this morning to discuss how to reduce cholera cases in the country. 

Cholera has so far killed 27 people and infected more than 1,000 others since its start last month.

Education ministers from the 10 states of South Sudan are meeting for a second day today to discuss ways of improving the quality of education in the country.

Micheal Lopuke Lotian, the state Minister for Education in Eastern Equatoria State says regulations for the conduct of examinations in South Sudan is featuring high on the agenda of this meeting.

Micheal Lopuke Lotian: “There have been quite a lot of problems, in regards to the conduct of examinations and this has been identified as one of the pertinent issues in education system in the Republic of South Sudan. So we the state ministers have converged here to resolve or find a solutions on how exams should be handled, especially on the secretariat of the examinations, how it should look like and powers it should have.”
The South Sudan Islamic High Council has decided to establish an Islamic university in South Sudan.

The decision comes out of the desire to expand access to higher education in South Sudan.

The Secretary General of the Islamic Council, Altahir Bior, says the university will admit all students irrespective of their religious backgrounds.

Altahir Bior: “We want our higher education to be related to our society, not an idea coming from outside, so there will be a connection between the country and Muslims in South Sudan. We have the capacity to run our schools, as we have 45 Muslim university teachers. That means we can run our university. We witness lastly a lot of problems like political religion and other issues. We want a social religion that is related to our community in a right way.
The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has urged young people to do their part in tackling global challenges, including climate change and helping the people who are suffering in South Sudan and Syria.

 The Secretary-General spoke on Monday as he welcomed young people from around the world to a two-day forum organized by the UN's Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

Ban Ki Moon: "People commonly say that young people are the leaders of tomorrow. I have a different view. I know that young people are also leaders of today. From technology to politics, from the arts to the sciences, from the streets to the information superhighway, you are already making your mark. Half the globe is under 25 years of age. We need your engagement like never before." 

The forum is providing a platform for young people to discuss the development agenda that follows the Millennium Development Goals, the poverty targets the deadline for which is 2015.

Former Presidential Adviser, Sultan/Abdel Bagi Akol Agany, has refuted reports that he defected to Sudan to form a rebel faction in Meiram, Kordofan State. 

Sultan/Abdel Bagi Akol Agany, told journalists in Aweil that the reports allegedly circulating around are false. He explained that he has until recently been in Juba and only returned to Aweil due to an illness.

The former presidential advisor said he has not even thought of defecting to form an anti-government faction. 
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In Foreign News
A latest report of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization – FAO says the food situation in Somalia is becoming "tough” due to weather conditions and conflict.
FAO's Global Information and Early Warning System report has warned that as food stocks from the last poor harvest become depleted, prices continue to rise sharply in Somalia.

Mario Zappacost, an economist with FAO says erratic weather conditions have made it impossible for farmers to plant anything.
Mario Zappacost : "The current food situation in Somalia is definitely tough. It's very difficult. In particular, we have to remember the conflict. The conflict restarted in March, especially in the central and southern parts of the country, leading to a large displacement of people, including farmers, that were not able to plant on time at the end of March for the current season. So we are expecting a reduction in planted area."
FAO says it's working with its partners to address the humanitarian situation in Somalia. It urgently needs $18 million to scale up rapid interventions.
And in Sports

Western Equatoria State Minister of Youth and Sports, Gibson Bullen Wande, has refuted reports accusing the state Ministry of Youth and Sports of interfering in the affairs of the local football associations.

The explanation by the Minister comes after Yambio football association was dissolved following complaints from members of the association.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Gibson Bullen Wande, said the state ministry intervened to address the friction in the association.

Gibson Bullen Wande: “For us as a government, we need to prevent. So preventing any conflict from happening  is you have to go to the root causes of the conflict so you stop it there. That’s why government came in immediately and said no, let us suspend anything that may be planned.”
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
· Government delegation heads to Addis tomorrow for new phase of peace talks

· Unity State government appeals for urgent humanitarian assistance

· Traders in Warrap State are being urged not to sell away the health of the citizens
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me, Sebit Ker William. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org [image: image1.png]
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