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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines
· Fresh fighting reported in Renk County, Upper Nile State 

· SPLA soldiers abandon bases in Gadiang, Jonglei state 
· Ministry of health reports slight decline in cholera cases
Renewed fighting has been reported in Renk County, Upper Nile State. 
A Member of Parliament representing Renk in the National Legislative Assembly, Deng Foug Aywiel told Radio Miraya shelling between government and opposition forces started this morning in Manyo County. Aywiel says several citizens have fled to neighboring counties. 
He says calm has returned to some parts of the town. 

Deng: “Renk town was randomly shelled by the oppositions targeting civilians not anything they also tried to infiltrate into the town from the northern part of town from the villages Wungar and Abu Khadra , but they were repulsed and calm returned to some parts of the town till now citizens did not return to the town and the Western part of the town is paralyzed”. 
The MP says the people who have fled the fighting are in urgent need of assistance. 
He is calling on the National government and humanitarian agencies to provide food, shelter and medicines. 

Deng: “Wantu village is congested and the populations are facing difficult living g and health conditions and impossible to find water for the people who are living in the open .They are facing many difficulties for these reasons I am calling on the humanitarian agencies to provide aid to the affected people around Renk town. These people need shelter materials, lifesaving drugs especially for children.” 
An unspecified number of SPLA soldiers have abandoned their base in Jonglei State. 
Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer confirms the soldiers left their base in Gadiang and are now walking through Lakes State, in a northern direction. 

Aguer says the reasons for their action are not clear, although some soldiers told Radio Miraya they lack food at the base and have not been paid their salaries. 

Aguer says the troop’s abandonment is in violation of the army rules and regulations. 

Aguer: “Abandoning defensive is a violation. The area where they left have notified the SPLA general Headquarter and the issue of deserters is being handled and we are aware of it. South Sudan had been in difficulties and is not only Soldiers that have salary delayed but at least they have received their salaries up to February. I don’t think it is issues of the salary that let them abundance their station, South Sudan is in financial difficulties and the salaries are on the way. I don’t think it is issues of the salary that let them abundance their station. If it is issue of salary the rests of the soldiers would have gone with them.”
In a separate incident, one person has been killed in an ambush in Cuiebet County. 

The County commissioner, Isaac Mayom Malek says the man was riding a motorbike from Cueibet to Rumbek when he was attacked between Abeer and Cuei-Chok. The passenger on the motorbike managed to escape. 

President Salva Kiir is in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to meet with opposition leader Riek Machar.  

The two will hold face-to-face discussions, under the mediation of the IGAD regional grouping.  

The meeting will be a follow up to discussions the two held last month to review the progress of the implementation of ceasefire agreements. 

The President’s spokesperson Ateny Wek Ateny says the meeting will not be to negotiate, but will be to review last month’s meeting.  
Ateny: “The president is going to travel today to Addis Ababa as scheduled in the agreement signed on the 9th of May 2014 so he will be going for the follow up the agreement signed on the 9th of May will be the determining factor on what the president and the rebel leader will be discussing in Addis Ababa there are not outside of the frame work they have signed on the 9th of May the president is not going to negotiate with the rebels because it will be out of norms of the practice norms”

Meanwhile, an extra-ordinary session of IGAD Assembly of Heads of State and Government is scheduled to take place in Addis Ababa tomorrow, Tuesday.

Heads of State from the 8 member regional grouping are expected to attend. 

IGAD has described a multi-stakeholder symposium held in Addis Ababa as a ‘success’.

More than 250 South Sudanese representing the government, the opposition, political parties, faith-based groups and civil society organizations participated in the two-day event.

The symposium which ended on Saturday was to initiate an inclusive phase of the peace process.

The spokesperson of Ethiopia’s foreign affairs ministry also member of the IGAD mediating team, Ambassador Dina Mufti says the symposium will galvanize the peace process.

Mufti : “Definitely it is a positive.  It will entice them; it is aimed at strengthening the peace process and reconciliation process going on. All sorts of issues were discussed regarding elections, peacemaking and everybody was keen, everybody was jubilant. The idea is to link the outcome of the symposium and the situation created with the peace and reconciliation process going on.”
During the symposium, renowned international experts offered overview presentations in key thematic areas, including: transitional governance arrangements and interim institutions; justice, reconciliation and healing; security arrangements; and constitutional development and reform. 

Later, participants informally explored and discussed the issues with the subject matter experts, in order to further advance their understanding and concept of the issues.

The Ministry of health has reported a slight reduction in the number of Cholera cases recorded.  
The Director General in the National Ministry of Health Dr. Lul Riek said that over the past weeks there is reduction in the number of patients seeking treatment at the various Cholera treatment centers in Juba Teaching Hospital and Gurei Treatment Center. 
Lul however said that the Ministry is facing a huge task in trying to combat the disease from spreading to other parts of the country. 

Lul: “The cases are coming down day by day but again we still have a very big concern that some areas that they lack some the necessary social mobilizers some areas don’t have access to clean and safe water points, some areas also they don’t have access to the latrine where 80% of the population in the areas use bushes as source of latrine so those are still the big concern that despite of the progress the country is doing with the support of the partners we are still very concern.”.

More than one thousand four hundred cases with thirty one deaths have been recorded since the outbreak was reported in May. 
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The Ministry of Education is working on introducing national languages at primary school level. 

Education Minister, John Gai Yoah says the languages will be introduced from primary one to three, as part of efforts to enhance language ability.

John Gai was speaking on return from an International language conference in China. 

The Minister says the ministry will conduct joint consultations with stakeholders in preparation for the national conference for national and foreign languages to be held in September this year.

John Gai: “One of the requirements is that we must introduce our national languages from primary one to primary three and then Arabic, English, French and Swahili, so we are preparing for a preparatory meeting, while there we a chance to meet with our students, we have over 90 students in China, those who are interested in the education field.”
The International languages conference in Suzhou China was organized by UN cultural organization UNESCO, to reflect on challenges and new options for effective language education and planning.

The United Nations Security Council has created a prize named after former South African President, Nelson Mandela.  

The 193-member UN General Assembly adopted a resolution establishing the "United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize", in honor of the former President. 

The prize will be awarded for the struggle against racism, inequality, hatred, against divisions.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon hailed the resolution saying Mandela left behind "a shining legacy of true peace."

Ban Ki-moon: "As Nelson Mandela well knew, the struggle still continues. There is still terrible racism in our world. There is deplorable inequality. People suffer hatred, communities are divided and factions and nations are at war. Our best tribute to Nelson Mandela is not found in words or ceremonies – but in actions that take up the torch he passed to us." 
Nelson Mandela died last December at the age of 95. 

The United Nations also marks July 18, the late leader's birthday, as "Nelson Mandela International Day".

In sports
Sponsors of the next football World Cup in 2022 are calling for an investigation into the awarding of the bid to Qatar. 
Japanese Electronics Company Sony has called for the probe after a newspaper in the United Kingdom published a report claiming Qatar’s royal family offered 5 million US dollars to football officials to build support for the bid. 
Adidas Sports Company, another major sponsor said the allegations are neither good for the sport nor FIFA and its partners. A FIFA investigation into the matter is expected to finish this week. The findings will be released next month.
And in Brazil’s largest city Sao Paulo, workers in the city’s underground public transport service have voted to remain on strike for an indefinite period.

The workers are demanding a pay rise of 12.2%; rejecting an 8.7 percent raise offered by the company contracted to run the metro.  

A court last week ordered the workers to resume work, on grounds that they broke strike rules by not providing a minimum level of service.
The company has warned that any worker who does not report to work today faces dismissal.  
The dispute comes as the city prepares to host the opening match of the World Cup on Thursday.
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Fresh fighting reported in Renk County, Upper Nile State 

· SPLA soldiers abandon bases in Gadiang, Jonglei state 

· Ministry of health reports slight decline in cholera cases

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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