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Good evening, its 5pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Chaplain Nemaya.   
The Headlines
· SPLM party responds to parliamentarian defections

· Ministry of Education releases emergency examination timetable
· Central Equatoria State announces tree planting campaign
The SPLM party has played down recent defections of party members to the opposition. 
A total of 18 members of parliament defected from the government early this month and joined the SPLM in the opposition. 

The acting Secretary General of the SPLM party, Ann Itto, says the defections are not significant.  

Itto says the main focus of the party is finding a peaceful solution to the ongoing crisis. 

Ann Itto: “We don’t see these few people joining the opposition as very significant. It is not important. What is important for us as SPLM is to find peace, to negotiate peace, to dialogue with all the stakeholder so that our country can experience peace, harmony, unity. And these are the basis for getting back to nation building and state building, development and living in dignity. To us, that is the important thing, as one, two people leaving and joining, that is not important.”
Itto says the registration of SPLM members has been launched in the seven peaceful states.
An extra-ordinary session of IGAD Assembly of Heads of State and Government is expected to open within the hour in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Heads of State from the eight-member regional grouping are expected to attend. 

Top on the agenda will be the ongoing conflict and an assessment of the six-month peace talks that seek to bring an end to the fighting.  

The summit is scheduled to start at 6 o’clock.

Meanwhile, African leaders have written to President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar, saying they are no longer prepared to sit by and watch as a humanitarian catastrophe continues to unfold in South Sudan. 

A group of 14 eminent African leaders, 12 of them former heads of state and government, are calling on President Kiir and Machar to exercise their leadership to bring an immediate end to the conflict that has taken thousands of lives and forced more than 1.3 million people to flee their homes.  

They say the country should embark on an inclusive peace process, with all communities, religions, ages and ethnicities.   

The letter was delivered to President Kiir and Riek Machar ahead of their meeting in Addis Ababa today, where they are expected to evaluate the implementation of the Cessation of Hostilities agreement. 

The message was written by Pierre Buyoya, Joachim Chissano, Kenneth Kaunda and John Kufor, the former presidents of Burundia, Mozambique, Zambia and Ghana, respectively.  

Other leaders who endorsed the letter are former Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa, Bakili Muluzi, formerly leader of Malawi and Quett Ketumile Masire of Botswana, among other leaders.  
President Salva Kiir has met with the Sudan’s Vice President, Bakri Hassan Salih on the sidelines of the IGAD Heads of State summit in Addis Ababa. 

Speaking to the press after the meeting, South Sudan Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Peter Bashir Bandi said the meeting discussed issues to do with the September 2012 cooperation agreements signed between the two countries.

Bandi: “They talked about the cooperation agreement and issues which are still pending -- the Abyei issue and the border issue --and both sides expressed solidarity and the need for them as two countries to resolve the crisis in the countries because they have suffered a lot. And Khartoum expressed its support to the legitimate government of South Sudan and they will work with the government to make sure that these issues are resolved and a lasting solution is found so that the two countries could enjoy peace and tranquility.”
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The national Ministry of Education has released a timetable for the South Sudan Secondary School certificate examinations.
According to the emergency schedule, the exams will be sat from the 27th of this month to the 14th of July.  

The Secretary for exams in the Education Ministry, Lul Ruei Dhol, says centers have been opened for students displaced by the ongoing conflict. Ruei says more than 13,000 candidates have been registered to sit the exams.

Ruei: “This year our candidates, those who have been registered officially, are 13,678. There are 101 centers in all the 10 states plus the Abyei area.”
The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry is to launch a tree planting campaign in Central Equatoria State.
A committee has been formed within the ministry to identify the areas under threat of desertification. 

The Minister, Beda Machar, says up to two million seedlings to launch the campaign are already in the state.

Beda  Machar: “Our target is about two million trees that could be planted to begin with in Central Equatoria State and this will spread all over the states. It is not only one state. There is a need that in this country we need to plant more trees and because we want to prevent the desertification, which is actual approaching the country from the north. The desert is coming to the country so we want to plant more trees and to plant more trees we have to start where we are. It does not matter how long it will take but we are going to start this year.”
Still in Central Equatoria, armed men have staged an ambush in Lokiri Payam, leaving one woman dead and three people injured.  

The attackers are also said to have disappeared in the bushes with two children.   

The chairperson of the women’s group in Lokiri Payam, Anne Kaku Samson, says the community has suffered several child abductions in the last five years.  

She says the people injured in the recent attack have been brought to Juba for treatment.
Ex-combatants in Lakes State are receiving training as part of a rehabilitation programme to assist them to integrate into the communities.

As part of the national Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration or DDR Programme, more than 20 former fighters in Rumbek town are receiving skills in entrepreneurship, carpentry, and co-operatives and small-scale business management.
The ex-combatants have also been given packages of farming tools, carpentry material and cooking utensils to enable them to start normal life.
Marial Madol is one of the participants. He speaks of the benefits of the DDR programme to him.

Marial Madol: “The benefit from DDR is that I got tool kits that enable me to cultivate some vegetables that has saved the lives of my child and the family. This really helped to sustain my child. It takes seven days to harvest Sukumawaki and sell it and buy milk for my child. It has really helped. Without this my child would have not survived.”

A total of 90 ex-combatants will undergo similar training in five centers in the DDR programme. 

Chawuoc Nhail: “The training is meant for Lakes State 90 ex-combatants, and the training is focusing on what we call phase two. This phase two training is the follow up, reintegration follow up training, whereby for those ex-combatants who trained in the transitional facility in Mapel, are following up with this training to see to it that the skills which they have taken for three months in Mapel and the tool kits and the skills being given to them, to see how successful are they and how have they learnt the skills.”
A new protection of civilians site has been opened in Malakal, Upper Nile State.  

The site can accommodate between 8,000 and 9,000 internally displaced persons and is located next to the UNMISS base in Malakal. 

It is intended to relieve congestion in the existing site that is currently accommodating 19,000 civilians.   

Just over 3,000 of the 19,000 IDPs seeking safety at the old site have already moved to the new location.  

The site was inaugurated by the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Hilde Johnson. Ms. Johnson said her visit was to assess the humanitarian situation before her departure as head of mission in July.  

SRSG: “I am here in two capacities, one to express my solidarity and support for you.  I have been following very closely the situation in Malakal and have pushed extremely hard for engineering capacity to be provided on a timely basis so the PoC site could be ready as quickly as possible. But the second, of course, is that I didn’t want to leave South Sudan, which I will do within four weeks without having the opportunity to come by Malakal, one of our main operations and bid farewell. I am not able to visit all the states, so I selected five States, but Malakal I needed to go to.”
Police personnel in Warrap State are undergoing training in gender- based violence and community policing. The two-week training covers child protection, domestic violence, crime scene investigation and evidence collection.  
The participants will also be taken through lessons in human and drug trafficking, human rights and HIV awareness.  
Forty-five police personnel from across the state are attending the training, conducted by the United Nations mission.  
Warrap State Acting Police Commissioner Brigadier Logocho Amachi Logodok is urging the participants to share the skills they acquire with their colleagues.  
In regional news
The Sudanese army says it has killed at least 110 rebels as it repelled an assault in South Kordofan State. 
According to the Reuters news agency, the Sudanese forces lost four soldiers in the battle with rebels of the SPLM-North. 
The rebels targeted Al-Atmur region, where troops last week overran a base that the insurgents had used to launch mortar attacks on Kadugli, the capital of South Kordofan. 
The rebels confirm the attack but deny that 100 of its fighters were killed, reporting just three dead and 15 wounded among its ranks. 

And more than 20 women have been abducted by Boko Haram militants in Nigeria.  

The attackers raided a village in the north of the country, close to where 200 schoolgirls were kidnapped in April.  

According to a report by the BBC news service, the women were loaded onto vans at gunpoint and driven away to an unknown location in Borno State.  
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.

· SPLM party responds to parliamentarian defections

· Ministry of Education releases emergency examination timetable

· Central Equatoria State announces tree planting campaign 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me, Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 

1

