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Good afternoon, it’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Chaplain Nemaya.

The Headlines
· IGAD mediators call on government and opposition to resume negotiations
· Authorities in Renk launch agricultural season
· Dozens killed in sectional violence in Rumbek, Lakes State 
IGAD mediators are pressing the government and opposition delegations to return to the negotiating table as a matter of urgency.  
According to the AFP news agency,  IGAD chief mediator Seyoum Mesfin told both sides that more lives are lost each day that passes.  
The government suspended attendance in protest at comments made last week by IGAD Executive Secretary Mahboub Maalim against President Salva Kiir.  
The opposition delegation boycotted the talks questioning the criteria the mediators used to select stakeholders to attend the inclusive dialogue.  

Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin says South Sudan as a member of the IGAD regional grouping must be respected.  
Marial says South Sudan adheres to IGAD protocols and will take required steps to ensure it is respected.   

Marial: “Mr. Mahmood Mahboob should respect the Republic of South Sudan membership because our membership in IGAD has many benefits for IGAD itself. IGAD realizes the potential of South Sudan and what it did on many occasions. That is why the government spokesperson has the right to know the source of this and if we could know the truth of it we as a government, we will do what we can do.”
Foreign Affairs Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin says a recent conference on sexual violence in conflict has put South Sudan on the global agenda to stop gender violence in war.  

Marial has returned from the three-day conference that was held in London last week.

Commenting on a South Sudanese woman who won an award at the conference, the minister said the award meant the world is paying attention to South Sudan.  

Marial: “It’s a great honor to the people of South Sudan and especially women of South Sudan. Elizabeth from Western Equatoria attended and was one of the people awarded. I think this an indication that it is not in isolation. It is also a country in the minds of many people. I think we should congratulate her from having being awarded. Our women have suffered so long as you know in the conflict, the underdevelopment in South Sudan.” 
Authorities in Renk County, Upper Nile State have announced the start of land preparations for the agricultural season. 
County Commissioner Major Kur Shuwai Yel says areas in the south and east of the county that have not been affected by the conflict have started to prepare land for cultivation. 
Kur Shuwai Yel is appealing for support from the national Ministry of Agriculture. 

Kur Shuwai: “We are appealing to the national and state ministries of agriculture to visit the county to assess the preparations for the agricultural season in Renk county because the area is a lifeline for the Republic of South Sudan in the agricultural sector. Rains started early this year and farmers are awaiting government funding and fuel.”
The commissioner says the security situation in Renk is calm and security is on alert to deal with criminal elements.
Kur Shuwai: “These people stealing property and committing other crimes were all arrested red handed, looting property of the people who fled their houses due to recent insecurity. They were pillaging this property, claiming they were the owners of these houses .We in the security committee decided that any person who was absent, if he wants to open his house this should be in the presence of police.”
The Ministry of Electricity and Dams warns that there will be a shortage of electricity in Juba in the coming days.  
Electricity Minister Jemma Nunu Kumba says the blackouts will last about six weeks, because only three of the eight generators supplying power to Juba town will be working. 
Kumba calls on residents to remain patient as the problem is resolved.  

Nunu: “We will continue operating the few machines that are available. The fuel is no problem. By this week fuel will come but still we will not be able to operate to full capacity because some of the machines need a complete overhaul so that they can function properly. So sometimes the reason you find blackout in some areas is that these machines, they can’t work full time because from time to time they break down. They have to stop and rest but when they are overhauled they will function full time.”
More than 25 people are feared dead in two days of sectional fighting in Rumbek, Lakes State. 
State Information Minister Marik Nanga Marik says the clashes were between clans from Rumbek North and Rumbek Central counties.  
Although official figures put the death toll at 25, residents and unofficial figures fear as many as 50 people could have been killed in the weekend violence.  

Information Minister Marik Nanga Marik says extra security will be deployed to the two areas.

He says the fighting appears to have been a revenge attack.

Marik Nanga Marik: “From our sources on the ground we are getting about 20 from both sides. This is the messages that, information we got from the security personnel who are on the ground. There are about 40 people that have been injured from both sides. This is the information that we obtained from our organized forces who are on the ground.”

Last week three people were killed in a cattle camp in Rumbek Central. 
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The United Nations General assembly has unanimously approved the appointment of Jordan’s ambassador to the United Nations as the new United Nations Human Rights Chief.

Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein replaces Navi Pillay from South Africa, and will serve a four-year term.  

Prince Zeid is the first Muslim to be appointed High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon nominated him last week.
Meanwhile, outgoing human rights chief Navi Pillay says as many as 30 million girls are at risk of female genital mutilation over the next 10 years.

Speaking in the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, Pillay described female genital mutilation as a "harmful and degrading practice.”

She said that female genital mutilation, which has no health benefits, is a way of exercising control over women and it perpetuates what she called "harmful gender roles”.

She pointed out that the practice is widespread in several regions of the world.

Navi Pillay: "According to UNICEF, in the 29 countries with the highest prevalence rate – so not even counting the others – more than 125 million girls and women have been subjected to FGM. And as many as 30 million girls are at risk of undergoing this practice over the next decade, if current trends persist. FGM is a form of gender-based discrimination and violence. It is a violation of the right to physical and mental integrity." 
Ms. Pillay said that concerted efforts are needed to urgently address female genital mutilation.
In Kenya, suspected Al-Shabab militants have launched a fresh attack in Lamu County, two days after a similar attack in the same area.
Police reports say at least 10 people have been killed in the latest attack near Mpeketoni town. 
Somalia's al-Shabab group has claimed responsibility for the attack, and reportedly told the Reuters news agency that its operations in Kenya will continue.
At least 48 people died after the al-Qaeda-linked group attacked hotels and a police station in the town on Sunday.
And on to sports
 In day 5 of World Cup action, five time title holder Germany proved their ability after beating Portugal 4-nil.  
African side, Ghana suffered a 2-1 defeat to the USA while Iran and Nigeria settled for a goaless draw. 
Nigeria’s Super Eagles dominated possession but failed to penetrate Iranian defence. 

In today’s matches, Belgium meets Algeria, host Brazil takes on Mexico and Russia faces South Korea.  

The games will be played at 8 o’clock, 11 o’clock and 2am respectively - local time. 
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· IGAD mediators call on government and opposition to resume negotiations

· Authorities in Renk call people to cultivate after conflict
· Dozens killed in sectional violence in Rumbek, Lakes State 
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me, Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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