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Good afternoon, it’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Chaplain Nemaya.     
The Headlines
· Government delegation to resume negotiations in Addis Ababa
· Women in the Diaspora donate delivery kits to mothers in Yambio hospital
· US sanctions Uganda over anti-homosexuality laws
The government delegation in Addis Ababa, has received the go -head to resume negotiations. 
Spokesperson of the delegation Michael Makuei told Radio Miraya from Addis Ababa that they have received a satisfactory response from IGAD over alleged insults made by an official within IGAD against President Kiir.  

Makuei says the executive secretary, Mahboub Maalim, will face administrative action from IGAD.
Makuei: “We have received a satisfactory explanation and action to be taken against that official. What we wanted was that this undisciplined official be disciplined and that is all. And, as such, we have already received directives that we resume and continue with the negotiations and dialogue. This is why we are resuming today. IGAD has already fixed a time for the negotiations and dialogue. As for the rebels, we are not sure whether they will be attending or not. They have their own concerns over the selection of the stakeholders for the dialogue.”

According to a statement from IGAD, today’s events will include a multi-stakeholder roundtable dialogue and setting of an agenda for the talks.

President Salva Kiir says formation of a national transitional government must include him as the elected President. 
Addressing parliamentarians on Thursday, the President said forming a transitional government without him would be crossing a red line.  

Kiir: “Our people overwhelmingly elected me as their President and nobody has the right or the power to remove me, unless the people themselves.  Yes, we are ready to be inclusive in the formation of the proposed government of national unity and that is as far as it goes. The intention here is that in the executive you can expand it. If they want to have 100 Ministers, we can have them. Those who retain the idea of dismantling our government must know our position very clearly. They also plan or at least hope to constitute a transitional government without Salva Kiir. It is a red line and my position on this is unwavering.”

In his address, the President also accused the Opposition of using federalism to win the support of Equatorians.
The leader of the minority in Parliament, Onyoti Odigo, has welcomed the President’s speech and appreciates his efforts to communicate with the legislators.  

Onyoti says the President appears to be requesting for more mandate to boost the negotiation in Addis between the government and the Opposition.

Onyoti:  “The President is mandated by the people and he is now coming to the representatives of the people. Then he is requesting for more mandate to boost the negotiation in Addis, because the resolution taken by parliament here, that resolution, has to go to the peace talks to Addis because these are representatives of the people.  The President is now throwing the ball to the representatives of the people who are the members of Parliament. They have to decide for this, but whatever they decided will be legal and will boost or will annoy the President if they take it positively or negatively.”

Today is World Refugee Day.  The day is being marked across the world to draw attention to the millions of refugees and internally displaced persons who have been forced to flee their homes due to war, conflict and persecution.  

UNHCR estimates more than 470,000 South Sudanese are settled in refugee camps in neighbouring countries since the conflict started last December.

As part of events to mark World Refugee Day in South Sudan, UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, will today launch refugee identity cards for the thousands of refugees being hosted in South Sudan.  
The new ID cards will serve as legal entry documents for refugees crossing the borders into South Sudan. 
UNHCR’s senior external relations officer, Teresa Ongaro, says the Identity Cards will be recognized as official Identification in all government institutions. 

Teresa Ongaro: “Crucially, this ID will serve as the official Identification card for refugees in South Sudan. Thereafter, there will be a trial distribution targeting registered urban refugees in Juba. So the Commission of Refugees Affairs is in a process of sensitizing relevant public institutions such as the national police and the immigration bodies, such that refugees will no longer risk being considered as illegal aliens.”
Other activities of the day include a solidarity walk in Juba and a commemoration ceremony at the Nyakuron Cultural Center. 
The United Nations Mission continues to encourage internally displaced people seeking protection at its bases to relocate to the newly opened sites.  

According to UNMISS, the new sites are spacious and are on higher ground, to prevent flooding with the onset of the rains.  

UNMISS chief for Recovery, Reintegration and Peacebuilding Derk Segaar says there are worries and concerns of sanitary conditions due to congestion and floods at the current protection sites of IDPs.

Derk Segaar: “We have flooding regularly. UN partners and UNMISS are working very closely together to improve the sanitary conditions and create new sites, so that everybody will be more safe and ensure that they have better services in the way that they will not cramp in a small space.” 

So far, more than 6,000 IDPS have been relocated to the new Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile State, and improvements are being done at the PoC sites at the UN House in Jebel, Bor and Bentiu.

Meanwhile, UNMISS Spokesperson Ariane Quentier says UNMISS and the government are coordinating to ensure civilians returning to their homes are jointly protected by the government and UN Police.

Ariane Quentier:  “There has been an initiative which is planned between the UNPOL and SSNPS whereby areas were identified, police stations are going to be set there, and there will be a programme between the police and for the people who want to return, will go back to their neighborhood.” 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Women in Lakes State are asking to be included in efforts to resolve inter-communal clashes in the State.
Twenty-five women representing the state’s eight counties say they have valuable contributions to make towards decision-making and the peace process. 
The women made the call during a two day peace conference facilitated by the UN Mission.  
We spoke to some of the ladies to get their views on the role of women in their society.

Vox pop Lakes State:
“Women are not being involved in peace building  activities. most of the time are not given that chance. If  peace conference is going on , women should be involved because they are good people who could give advice to their sons in order to see that peace can really come .‘’
 “Well, in this forum we have learnt something, we have got some good ideas. Women they talk about their problems, the face in the community and they feel also they are hurt because this fighting which is going around Lakes State, it is paining them and in the whole of South Sudan.’’
The Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Sudan Alphayo Manyang Kuctiel was at the conference.  He is calling for joint efforts in achieving peace.  

Bishop Alphayo Manyang Kuctiel: “The 25 women plus other peace actors in the state, we have come together and we are saying that we have to move together to go and involve more people. Peace is one of the things we need in the Committee for National Healing, Peace and Reconciliation. We have been talking that let the people listen to the voices of coming together more than revenging.”

Bishop Alphayo urged state governments to set up the mechanism of addressing cases related to revenge killing and also allow rule of law to take its course.

Expectant mothers in Yambio hospital, Western Equatoria State, have received a donation of delivery kits from women living in the diaspora.
The kits came from Azande women in Canada and the United States of America and include items such as towels, soap and blankets for mothers and their newborn babies. 
The donation is in response to a call by the Minister of Health for citizens living abroad to support their home areas. 
Esther Beyo Martin, based in Canada delivered the items and pledged support to the local communities. 

Easter Beyo Martin: “I have a donation from a group of women who is the Azande women in Portland, Maine. They contributed and make a fundraising to help and support our state of Yambio. At the time the Minister was there in Canada, he was giving a speech and we heard the message that we are the eyes of Western Equatoria. Those who are outside abroad, what they need is we have to advocate for the state. Anything we have we can bring it back and it can make a difference. So we are bringing some material for babies and mothers. That is the little we have. I hope it will make a difference for the state here in the hospital.”

Mothers at Yambio State hospital expressed happiness about the donation. 

Vox-pop WES:
“I am very happy about the things they have brought to us. I could not have money to buy such things. Thanks to those who brought it for us.”
“Much thanks, May God help them to bring more for us.”

“I am so excited. I can’t believe there are people who still can think of other people who are not explicitly as they are. II am saying may God bless them.”
Still in Western Equatoria, a high level delegation from the National Ministries of Education and Sports is in Yambio, Wesern Equatoria State, to assess preparations ahead of the upcoming inter-schools sports competition.  
The delegation, headed by Education Minister John Gai Yol, is in Yambio for three days to inspect the accommodation and grounds where the different sporting competitions will be held. 
The venue for the inter-schools tournament was shifted from Upper Nile to Western Equatoria on account of the violence.  

The tournament is scheduled to take place next month. 
In regional news
The United States government has imposed sanctions on Uganda for its anti-gay laws. 

The Department of State has released a statement saying Ugandans involved in human rights abuses against gay people would be banned from entering the US. 

The US administration will also discontinue or redirect funds for certain programmes involving the Ugandan Police Force, National Public Health Institute and the Ministry of Health.
It has also cancelled plans to conduct a US military-sponsored aviation exercise in the country. Uganda enacted an anti-gay law in February, criminalizing the promotion of homosexuality.
And in yesterday’s World Cup action
African side Ivory Coast were beaten 2-1 by Colombia.  
The Ivorians put up a good fight but could not stop Colombia from advancing to the last 16. 
Ivory Coast needs a win or a draw against Greece in the final game of their group stage matches, if they are to advance to the next round of the tournament.
In other games, Japan and Greece were held to a goalless draw.

England’s chances of advancing in the tournament are slim after being beaten 2-1 by Uruguay.  
The English side must wait for the results of today’s game between Italy and Costa Rica before they are assured of their place in the next round.  

A win or a draw by Italy will mean England is out.  

Today, Italy plays Costa Rica at 7 o’clock, Switzerland faces France at 10pm and in the last game of the day Honduras comes up against Ecuador at 1 o’clock in the morning, local time. 
To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Government delegation to resume negotiations in Addis Ababa

· Women in the diaspora donate delivery kits to mothers in Yambio hospital
· US sanctions Uganda over anti-homosexuality laws

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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