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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines

· Opposition delegation decline to resume negotiations 
· UN’s Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict to visit South Sudan next week.  
· Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal declares support for decentralized system.
The opposition delegation says it will not resume negotiations until IGAD addresses their concerns about the way stakeholder groups have been selected to attend the negotiations. 
The opposition believes the process of selecting participants from the civil society was biased, in favour of the government. 
Yohanis Mous Pouk is the Deputy spokesperson of the opposition team in Addis Ababa. 

Yohanis Mous Pouk: “We have not received anything from IGAD, so we are still firm on our position that we shall not attend any opening ceremony if our request is not responded to. The Secretariat of IGAD two days ago met with our chairman Riek Machar and they have not said anything. They were just asking why we are not attending. So we are still waiting until we have something in our hands that can let us attend this meeting because we cannot go to a forum that has people with ‘one direction’ ideas supporting the government.” 

The government delegation in Addis Ababa said earlier today that it has received the go ahead to resume negotiations.  

Spokesperson of the delegation Michael Makuei told Radio Miraya from Addis Ababa that they have received a satisfactory response from IGAD over alleged insults made by an official within IGAD against President Kiir.  

Makuei says the executive secretary, Mahboub Maalim will face administrative action from IGAD.
Michael Makuei: “We have received a satisfactory explanation and action to be taken against that official.  What we wanted was that this indisciplined official be displined and that is all. And as such we have already received directives that we resume and continue with the negotiations and dialogue. This is why we are resuming today. IGAD has already fixed a time for the negotiations and dialogue. As for the rebels we are not sure whether they will be attending or not. They have their own concerns over the selection of the stakeholders for the dialogue.”
Events in Addis Ababa today included a multi-stakeholder round table dialogue and setting of an agenda for the talks.  
The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict will visit South Sudan next week.   
Leila Zerrougui will visit along with the Director General of UNESCO Irina Bokova. 
Speaking to Journalists in Juba, UNESCO communication and Information Specialist Lydia Gachungi said that the purpose of the visit is to strengthen the protection of children affected by armed conflict.  
Gachungi says the visit will also be used to advocate for the prevention of attacks and military occupation of schools.

Lydia Gachungi: “Her role will be to access the impact of the conflict on children, following up of the implementation of action plan signed by the government of South Sudan to end the recruitment of children as well as strengthening the protection of children affected by the armed conflict. The team will advocate for the prevention of attacks against schools and the military use of schools. Of course the high level delegation will be calling on the president of this country to sign the media bills that have been lying in his office since last year.”
The Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal State has declared his support for a decentralized system of governance.  
Rizik Zakaria Hassan says proposals for a federal system would cause disunity in the country.  

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “Western Bahr El-Ghazal is moving towards cementing a decentralized system. It is now that we are going to implement centralized system. Federation is an advanced level, far from us. We need time to go to federation (system). About the interim Government, in Western Bahr El-Ghazal we are part and parcel of South Sudan. The President clarified that elected institutions will stay and be included in the interim arrangements and the issue will be resolved within the agreement and the structure that will be reached at.”
The Governor also says the security situation in his state is stable.  
Rizik says cases of crime especially in areas of Wau County and along the Wau-Tobura road have gone down since more auxiliary police personnel were deployed in the area.  

Rizik Zakaria Hassan: “We have deployed a group of forces on the ground. We think the situation generally is now better than before. I will assure the citizens that there will be no more threat on any property from now on even at the level of Farajalla –Baggari areas, or West-South Baggari area, or Wau-Bussere-Bazia road. There will be no threat and in the same context we are coordinating with Government of Western Equatoria to maintain security along the road between the two states.”
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Special Representatives of the UN Secretary General in five regional countries have issued a joint statement calling for an end to violence in the region.  

The representatives from South Sudan, Burundi, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Central Africa are asking governments to tackle the root causes of conflict and displacement.  

Conflicts in all five countries have led to the displacement of millions and death of thousands of people.  The special representatives have released the statement in commemoration of World Refugee Day.  

UNHCR estimates more than 360,000 South Sudanese have settled in refugee camps in neighbouring countries since the conflict started last December.

As part of events to mark World Refugee Day in South Sudan, UN Refugee Agency UNHCR has launched refugee identity cards for the thousands of refugees being hosted in South Sudan.  
The new ID cards will serve as legal entry documents for refugees crossing the borders into the country. 
In Upper Nile, Internally Displaced Persons celebrated the day with songs and drama at the UNMISS protection of civilian area in Malakal.

An UNMISS Officer from the Recovery, Reintegration and Peacebuilding Unit, Caroline Opok assured the IDPs of the UN’s commitment of protection.  

She also called on community leaders to work together and ensure harmony among communities.

Expectant mothers in Yambio hospital, Western Equatoria State have received a donation of delivery kits from women living in the diaspora.  
The kits came from Azande women in Canada and the United States of America and include items such as towels, soap and blankets for mothers and their new born babies. 
The donation is in response to a call by the Minister of health for citizens living abroad to support their home areas. 
Esther Beyo Martin, based in Canada delivered the items and pledged support to the local communities. 

Esther Beyo Martin: “I have a donation from a group of women who is the Azande women in Portland Main. They contributed and made a fundraising to help and support our state of Yambio. At the time the Minister was there in Canada, he was giving a speech and we heard the message that we are the eyes of Western Equatoria. Those who are outside abroad, what they need is we have to advocate for the state. Anything we have we can bring it back and it can make a difference. So we are bringing some material for babies and mother, that is the little we have I hope it will make a different for the State here in the hospital.”

Mothers at Yambio State hospital expressed happiness about the donation. 

Vox-pop WES
· “I am very happy about the things they have brought to us. I could not have money to buy such things, thanks to those who brought it for us.” 
· “Much thanks, May God help them to bring more for us”. “I am so ex! cited, I can’t belief there are people who still can think of other people who are not explicitly as they are, I am saying may God bless them”.
And in sport, with only two hours to kick off in todays World cup football action, the Italian side is hoping they will be allowed breaks to drink water as they complain of Brazil’s high temperatures.  

In their match against England last week, the Italian side was stopped by match officials to take water breaks.

Itay meets Costa Rica at 7 o’clock local time.  In other games, Switzerland face France at 10pm and in the last game of the day Honduras come up against Ecuador at 1 o’clock in the morning, local time. 

Meanwhile, Englad Manager Roy Hodgson says he will not resign, despite his side facing World Cup elimination.

England was beaten by Uruguay 2-1, making its chances of advancing in the tournament slim. 

If Italy fail to beat Costa Rica on Friday, then England are out.
Hodgson says he is happy with the way the players have responded to the work they have done.   

The Football Association appointed the 66 year old in 2012, following Fabio Capello's decision to quit. 

To end the news here are the main stories once again.

· Opposition delegation decline to resume negotiaions 
· UN’s Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict to visit South sudan next week.  
· Governor of Western Bahr el Ghazal declares support for decentralized system.
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news, with me Chaplain Nemaya. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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