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Good morning, it’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo,      

The Headlines
· Addis Ababa peace talks adjourned indefinitely
· UN Special Representative for Children in Armed Conflict arrives in the country
· Education Ministry prepares for Secondary school examinations to start this week 

Peace talks between the government and the opposition have been adjourned once again.  

IGAD envoys have released a statement from Addis Ababa saying the talks which were meant to go into an all-inclusive phase have been postponed.  

Spokesperson of the government delegation Michael Makuei says the teams have been informed that the talks have been delayed indefinitely. 

Makuei says the postponement came after the opposition delegation made fresh demands, calling for the stakeholders to be kept out of the direct discussions.  

Makuei: “The adjournment is indefinitely until further notice.  The envoys have not given us the reasons but it seems there is no headway; we are not progressing because the rebels came up with a new position demanding that the parties sit only with the government without the involvement of the stakeholders. And that is against the spirit of the May 9th agreement and the communique of the 10th June.  So we couldn’t make any headway. The rebels did not want to sit with the stakeholders. They are demanding they only meet with the government.”
The opposition had earlier raised concerns about the selection process of the stakeholders. 

Last week they communicated that the process appeared to be biased in favor of the government, excluding civil society and religious groups that left the country when the crisis broke out.  

The official spokesperson of the opposition, Hussein Mar says the stakeholders should sit separately.

Hussein Mar: “They should not necessarily be on the same roundtable in the room. They could have their own room. Give them the same agenda and let them give then to parties or the two parties which are actually talking.  These ideas will be incorporated, because when you have a big table it will be very difficult to manage.  Secondly, we want to meet the deadline of the 60 days.  We want accelerated talks where we can talk straight to the government and solicit ideas and opinions of the other stakeholders.”
The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict is in Juba.  

Leila Zerrougui and the Director of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, are in the country for one week to meet with government officials and strengthen the protection of children affected by armed conflict.  

Fatuma Ibrahim is the Chief of Child protection at the UN Children’s organization, UNICEF. Ibrahim says the purpose of the visit is also to advocate for the prevention of attacks and military occupation of schools. 

She says the Special Representative, Leila Zerrougui, will meet with former rebel fighter David Yau Yau and SPLA officials to get their commitments.

Fatuma Ibrahim: “The idea here is to get SPLA to recommit themselves to getting all children that are within their ranks released from SPLA and handed over to the UN and be commissioned for the DDR of children. She will also meet with the Minister of Gender, which has the overall responsibility for child protection.  She also wants to meet with the Minister of Justice and Minister of Interior.  She will also go to Gumuruk to meet with David Yau Yau. As you know, he is working towards integrating into SPLA and before that happens, there are children that are in the ranks. They need to be removed.”

The delegation is in the country with UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Peace and Reconciliation, American actor Forest Whitaker.

The United States government last week released its 2014 Trafficking in Persons report.  

The report makes note of the use and recruitment of child soldiers in South Sudan, particularly since the crisis began last December.

The US State Department has condemned the practice, accusing both the government and opposition forces.  

The statement warns that the use of child soldiers can constitute a war crime and says those who are responsible must be held accountable.

Aid agencies are mobilizing to increase the number of water points and latrines at the Protection of Civilians site in Bentiu, Unity State, after a sharp increase in the number of displaced people seeking safety there.  

According to the latest humanitarian report from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs – UNOCHA, thousands of malnourished people have arrived in the base in the past two weeks, putting strain on water and sanitation resources.  

Humanitarian organizations are now mobilizing to construct at least 720 latrines, increase water access and strengthen community outreach on health and nutrition.  

UNOCHA reports that the number of people at the Bentiu base could increase from the current 46,000 to 60,000 in the coming weeks.
The Ministry of Education is preparing to send secondary school examination papers to Upper Nile, Unity and Jonglei states.  

The Secretary for exams in the ministry, Lul Ruei Dhol, says measures are being put in place to minimize leakages and cases of missing papers.  

The ministry earlier noted a fall in the number of candidates registered, from 18,000 last year to 13,000.  

Ruei Dhol says the fall is largely attributed to the ongoing crisis and said centers have been opened for students displaced by the conflict.  

Students are expected to sit their final secondary schools exams across the country this week.  

The exams start Friday and will go on till the 14th of next month. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The number of cholera cases reported in the country has reached more than 1,800.  

According to the latest report from the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization, 109 new suspected cases were reported over the past week compared to 206 the previous week.  

The ministry is calling on the public to report any suspected cases to the nearest cholera treatment center or health facility.

In foreign news
Armed men have attacked a village in northeastern Nigeria, killing an unknown number of people and setting fire to homes.

Eyewitness reports say the attackers, clad in military fatigues, stormed the village about 9km from the town of Chibok, where more than 270 girls were kidnapped in April.

Villagers said the suspected Boko Haram militants shot people indiscriminately and burnt several homesteads.  

The attack is said to have lasted up to 6 hours as villagers fled to nearby bushes. 

Onto sport
In weekend World Cup action, USA and Portugal drew 2-all yesterday, while Belgium beat Russia 1-nil.  

Algeria managed a 4-2 defeat over South Korea, pushing it to second place in Group H after Belgium, increasing its chances of making it to the next round.  

On Saturday, the Ghanaian side put up a spirited performance against one-time title holders Germany, to end their game in a 2-all draw.   

The result means Germany moves on to four points, while Ghana keeps alive their chances of qualification for the last 16, but will have to beat Portugal in their final game to have a chance. 

Other Saturday matches saw Nigeria beat Bosnia Herzegovina 1-nil and Argentina defeat Iran also 1-nil.

Today we have four matches.  England are back on pitch with Costa Rica at 8pm local time, and the same time Italy will take on Uruguay.  At midnight, Ivory Coast play Greece and Japan meet Colombia. 
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
· Addis Ababa peace talks adjourned indefinitely
· UN Special representative for children in armed conflict arrives in the Country

· Education Ministry prepares for Secondary school examinations to start this week 
· You have been listening to Radio Miraya news,  I am Susan Dokolo. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org 
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