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Good Evening, it’s 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya news. II am Susan Dokolo.

The Headlines
· Council of States endorses Yau Yau agreement
· SPLM-DC Party Chairperson Lam Akol optimistic about Addis Ababa negotiations 

· Ezo County, in Western Equatoria State, faces influx of Congolese refugees. 
The Council of States of the National Legislature has passed the agreement signed between the government and the South Sudan Democratic Movement/Army Cobra Faction of David Yau Yau.

The agreement was signed in Addis Ababa in May. 

 It allows for the creation of the Pibor Administrative Area within Jonglei and the integration of David Yau Yau’s Cobra Faction into the SPLA police and other regular forces.

The document is expected to be delivered to the President for his assent before implementation can begin. 

The chairperson of the SPLM-DC party, Lam Akol, says he is hopeful the peace negotiations in Addis Ababa will be successful.

Addressing journalists in Juba, Lam Akol said the involvement of political parties and other stakeholders will add value to the negotiations.  

Akol has urged the government and the opposition to show commitment to the talks. He is also calling on the public not to lose hope in the peace process.  

Lam Akol: “The South Sudanese people should not lose hope in the peace process and the reason is that all the stake holders are involved in searching for peace. And that is why we, as political parties, are active, and this is why we are meeting to see how best we can influence the process. It should not be left to the two parties alone. We should pressure the two parties to stop bickering over procedures because every day that passes people die and since we are with the people and we want to move with the people to tell them that you should exert pressure on the two parties to go to talks without pre-conditions.”
The leader of the SPLM in the opposition, Riek Machar, has written a letter to United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to update him on their position on the stalled IGAD peace negotiations with the government.  

The spokesperson of the opposition, James Gatdet Dak, says the letter explains that the opposition is willing to resume the talks in Addis Ababa, but wants the dialogue to be inclusive and representative of the victims.  

Gatdet says the opposition is hoping the Secretary-General will advise IGAD mediators to resume the talks.  

Gadet: “We expect the UN Secretary-General  to advise the IGAD mediation team to continue with the talks between. There was no reason to adjourn it. On our part, we are ready to negotiate directly with the government so that we meet the deadline of 60 days imposed on the two parties by the IGAD mediation team.”
The spokesperson of the SPLM in opposition says they have sent a similar message to IGAD and is waiting for a response. 

The talks were adjourned on Monday over concerns by the opposition about the selection of stakeholders invited to participate.

The government has allocated 23 million pounds for this year’s Independence Day celebrations.  

The chairperson of the organizing committee, Adnoun Agau, says a nine-member committee has been formed to co-ordinate the national celebrations in Juba. 

Agau says each state will get four hundred thousand pounds to support the 3rd anniversary celebrations, due on the 9th of July. 

Agau: “The budget for the celebration is about 23,000,000 SSP. Each state is supposed to cater for their own celebration but the committee has allocated for them a small amount just to boost their resources. So we will be sending to each the sum of 400,000 SSP as the support from this committee to the states. This will amount to the sum of four million SSP plus 100,000 for Abyei. That is the amount that will now go the states. Once it is paid out we will make sure it is sent to this states immediately.”

Agau says invitations have been sent out to different Heads of State.
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Authorities in Ezo County, Western Equatoria State, say the county is facing an influx of Congolese refugees.  

The Congolese have been crossing the border over the past two weeks, fleeing attacks from suspected rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army or LRA.
Ezo County commissioner, Albert Moiidie, says the refugees have not received assistance and are putting a strain on local communities

Albert: “Last week when I went there, their population was 516the  but yesterday we went there with the joint team from Rwandan Contingency in Tambura and UNMISS in Ezo. Then when we reached we found that the number has increased to 1,000 some fraction. And then the majority of these people were women and children. Then since these people came they have not got any help, whether from the NGOs or the UNHCR, up to date. It is now becoming a burden on the citizens who are living in Nyassi because they are working for them to chase their cassava. Some of them are going deep to the forest to dig yams and then coupled with rains their situation is worse.”

Ezo County is already hosting more than 2,000 refugees who came earlier from Congo and the Central African Republic.

The South Sudan embassy in Khartoum says the Sudanese lady who had her death sentence overturned for changing her religion is still being kept in police custody.
 

Reports say 27-year-old Meriam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag was rearrested by Sudanese authorities over concerns that the travel documents issued by the South Sudanese embassy in Khartoum were not valid. 

Radio Miraya’s David Lukan has more in this report.
Lukan’s report:

“The press officer in the South Sudan embassy in Khartoum, Gabriel Deng, spoke with Radio Miraya on the phone from Khartoum and said Meriam Yahia Ibrahim Ishag is being held because there is a pending court case filed against her by her relatives. Deng did not disclose the details of the pending petition, but did confirm South Sudanese authorities were asked to explain the authenticity of the travel documents that were issued to her by the South Sudanese embassy. The 27-year-old Sudanese- born woman is married to Daniel Wani, who holds South-Sudanese American citizenship. Press officer Gabriel Deng says the embassy gave Meriam a valid emergency temporary travel document. 

Deng: “The embassy issued to Mariam Wani emergency traveling documents, as it does to any citizen to bring them back home to South Sudan. And from there they can travel anywhere. This is because any South Sudanese has the right to return home anytime with the entire members of his family. She was arrested at the airport and the agency which arrested her, the national security, said there is an appeal in Sudanese court. Mariam will not travel immediately. She may have to wait for a while.”

Meriam’s husband, Daniel, said to reporters on Wednesday that they are fearful and want to leave Sudan. According to reports, the couple and their two children were on their way to Washington, DC, when they were intercepted on Tuesday. I am David Lukan for Radio Miraya News.
Authorities in Upper Nile state say preparations have been completed for the start of the South Sudan Secondary School examinations.
  

The exams begin tomorrow (Friday) till the 14th of next month.

The state minister of information, Philip Jiben, says many of the students have already moved from Renk to Melut and authorities will assist to transport the remaining candidates.
Jiben: “Preparations have been completed and there are no problems for the exams to start. Police and security personnel and other relevant bodies are ready to secure the exams papers. In regard to exams centers in Maban, Melut and the UNMISS compound in Malakal town, security is put in place to secure the exams. There are no fears to carry out the exercise in the Upper Nile state. The distance between Renk and Melut is not long and I am sure students will get there to sit the exams.”
The National Ministry of Education asked authorities in Upper Nile State to relocate examination centers from Renk to Melut County for security reasons. 

In regional news
Police in Kenya have arrested a regional governor in connection with a series of gun attacks in the coastal town of Mpeketoni earlier this month that killed at least 60 people. 

According to the BBC news agency, Issa Timamy, the governor of Lamu County, where the town is located, is due to appear in court on Thursday. 

President Uhuru Kenyatta has blamed "local political networks" for the violence. 

But the Somali Islamist group, al-Shabab, said it was behind the attacks.
And in sports
The first of today’s games are about one hour away.  In the match between Portugal and Ghana, both teams must win today’s game to have any chance of progressing in the tournament. 
 Ghana could progress if they beat Portugal and Germany beats the Americans.
In the line-ups, Portugal welcomes back Pepe after suspension, while the Ghanaian midfielder Sulley Muntari is suspended after picking up two bookings.

In the USA-Germany game, American striker Jozy Altidore again misses out with a hamstring strain.
A draw in this match would send both sides through to the last 16. Later at midnight, Russia takes on Algeria and South Korea faces Belgium.
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
· Council of States endorses Yau Yau agreement

· SPLM-DC party Chairperson Lam Akol optimistic about Addis Ababa negotiations 

· Ezo County, in Western Equatoria State, faces influx of Congolese refugees.  

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. To let us know about the latest news where you live, contact us at; mirayafm@un.org. From me Susan Dokolo, wishing you nice evening.
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