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Good Afternoon. It’s 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines
· African Union Commission of Inquiry visits Malakal to investigate human rights violations
· UNMISS remembers fallen peacekeepers as the world commemorates UN peacekeepers day. 

· USAID provides $17 million emergency education project for South Sudan’s war-displaced children.
Members of the African Union Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan have been in Malakal to investigate crimes allegedly committed during the ongoing conflict.
The acting governor Upper Nile State, Philip Gwen Chan, told the commission that the devastation and gross loss of lives that took place in Malakal since December remains incomparable.

Philip Gwen Chan: “There were hundreds of civilians who actually massacred in the hospitals in the churches, and if you will have time to visit all these places you will see for yourselves. And all these things are of course documented and we have them, and this of course came as a result of the attacks that devastated the town and a lot of people of course as a result of these attacks lost their lives.”
Justice Sophia Akuffo, a member of the Commission, said the commission is committed to accountability and the fight against impunity in South Sudan.

Judge Sophia Akuffo: “Our mandate is to investigate the causes of the conflict, what took place and try and identify if possible who did what, and also be able to make recommendations on accountability so as to ensure that there will be no impunity in any sense of the word, but then at the same time also be able to make recommendations that will assure continuity and unity of the republic of South Sudan.”

This is part of the commissions mandate to seek accountability, reconciliation, healing and institutional reforms.

The Assistant-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations says Innovation and technology are being used to shape the future of peacekeeping.

In a statement to commemorate the International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers, Edmond Mulet, noted that peacekeeping has been going through changes and adaptations over the last decades to confront the world's new challenges.

Edmond Mulet: “The world is changing, the threats are changing, the levels of conflict are changing in many places of the world, so we have to adapt and we have to evolve and we have to learn how to deal with these challenges. The head of the department, Mr Hervé Ladsous, from France has been introducing new technologies. We have unarmed, unmanned vehicles (UUAVS) are flying in the Democratic Republic of Congo with incredible, positive results. And we would like to bring these new technologies of satellite imagery, better communications that will improve the work we do in the field on the ground. The UN Mission in South Sudan is today remembering seven Indian soldiers, who lost their lives while serving under the UN Mission in South Sudan.”
In Juba, the UN mission in South Sudan has remembered the seven Indian peacekeepers that were killed in April last year in an ambush in Jonglei State.

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Hilde F. Johnson, says UNMISS is also remembering the many lives that were saved when the UN opened its gates to civilians when the conflict broke out.

Hilde F Johnson: “We commemorate peacekeepers who have fallen worldwide defending peace. This has also happened in this country. During the past crisis, UNMISS decided to open its gates and we saved thousands of civilians lives. All of the people of South Sudan deserve a much better future, all of them deserve and end to the suffering. That’s why the violence must stop and stop now.”
The United States Agency for International Development –USAID, in partnership with the United Nations Children’s Fund –UNICEF, is to provide emergency education to children and youths forced to flee their homes by fighting in South Sudan.

The U.S. Government will provide $17 million in funding for the project, to be implemented by UNICEF.

USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator Linda Etim says the money will be used to provide safe and protective temporary learning spaces.

The money will also be used to supply teaching and learning materials, support accelerated learning and train teachers in life skills, peace building and psycho social support.

A new protection of civilians’ site located at the UN house along Yei road, in Juba has been commissioned.

Speaking at the commissioning ceremony last evening, the Chinese ambassador to South Sudan, Ma Qiang, said the new protection of civilians site 3 will improve the living conditions of the IDPs at the UN base in Juba.

Chinese Ambassador: “There should be no doubt that the opening of POC3 site is a good help to improve the living conditions of the IDPs who are now seeking protection in the UNMISS compounds in Juba particularly at the moment when the heavy rains come and cholera breaks out.”

The Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General, Hilde F Johnson, commended the government and the Republic of China for investing in human resources to construct what she has described as a life-saving site.

SRSG: “It is a nobel cause, because this site is life-saving in itself. It will literally get people out of the mud, out of flooded bases from our Tomping base for one, from what can increasingly become a death trap, so it is lifesaving. The IDPs will get much better conditions.
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A campaign to stamp out cholera is has been launched in the South Sudan capital Juba.

The campaign, which is being led by Hands for Human Development, a non-governmental organization, aims to raise awareness of cholera and acute watery diarrhea among the population.

The lead campaigner, Stella Gitano, says the campaign will use music, dance and drama to send messages of hygiene and sanitation. 

Stella Gitano: “Our campaign, we in the Hands for Human Development organization ,we organized ourself  to talk to the community at the grass roots because there is  behavior persons practice every day can be the main reason of the infection of the cholera. So we are going to talk to the people on how to maintain clean water and clean food  and how they can deal with their latrine by washing  the hands by soap  before eating and after using latrine. These are important steps, could control the cholera for the save of the families.”
Still in Health, a new campaign to end open defecation has been launched at the United Nations headquarters in New York.

The campaign aims to not only start conversations about the problem, but also to increase political will for greater action on the issue.

The UN Deputy Secretary-general, Jan Eliasson, said on Wednesday that open defecation is a problem that must not be ignored.

Jan Eliasson: "I am talking about a choice that 15% of the global population are forced to make every day, a staggering one billion of our fellow men, women and children, a choice that has a terrible impact on the lives of these people, a choice that every day leads to the death of thousands of children one every two and a half minutes. It keeps women under the threat of harassment, violence and rape. It forces girls to abandon education at puberty. 

The UN considers lack of proper sanitation, including toilets or latrines as one of the clearest signs of poverty.
And in foreign news
Egypt’s former military chief, Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, has won an overwhelming victory in the country’s presidential election, according to preliminary results.

Egyptian state media reported that Sisi has gained over 96% of the vote from most polling stations counted.

Mr. Sisi deposed President Mohammed Morsi last July after mass protests.
Sisi has overseen a bloody crackdown on the Muslim Brotherhood movement of ex-president Mohamed Morsi in which more than 1,400 people are believed to have been killed and 16,000 detained.
To end the news, here are the main stories once again.
· African Union Commission of Inquiry visits Malakal to investigate human rights violations
· UNMISS remembers fallen peacekeepers as the world commemorates UN peacekeepers day. 

· USAID provides $17million Emergency Education Project for South Sudan’s War-Displaced Children
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.

1

