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Good afternoon, it is 1pm; this is Radio Miraya news with Lwak Nelson
The Headlines:


· Negotiations on deployment of regional forces to South Sudan reach final stages;

· US special envoy says South Sudan is likely to suffer severe economic decline as oil revenues drop; 

· And LRA regional conference in Yambio calls for reintegrating LRA former fighters into societies
United States special envoy to South Sudan Donald Booth says negotiations on the deployment of a regional force to South Sudan have reached final stages.

Speaking to African Journalists through a phone call conference, Ambassador Booth said the US is working with the UN and IGAD to speed up the deployment of the regional force.

Ambassador Booth highlighted the importance of the regional force in joining the UN peacekeeping forces to provide security for ceasefire monitors in South Sudan.

 “We are in the final stages right now of working with the United Nations and IGAD to get the force from the region deployed in South Sudan. The purpose of the deployment of that force will also be to ensure that one of the other commitments of the Cessation of Hostilities agreement, the withdrawal of foreign forces from South Sudan, can then be implemented. So getting the regional forces deployed to South Sudan is a ry critical element which will happen in the very near future.” 

South Sudan’s economically vital oil production has dropped by nearly 50 percent, due to the ongoing conflict.

US Special envoy Donald Booth says the entire country is likely to suffer a severe economic decline.

Donald Booth: “The conflict at this point has resulted in a reduction by almost half of oil output from South Sudan. So the entire country, even if not directly involved in the fighting, will suffer for a long time economically as a result of this conflict.”

Industry sources have estimated the fighting caused a drop in production of between 130,000 and 160,000 barrels per day.

Officials from the ministries of finance, commerce and interior have met to review the process of revenue collection in the country.

The meeting on Thursday was chaired by cabinet affairs minister, Elia Lomuro.
The meeting noted that there has been a significant decline in revenue collections, especially from the non-oil revenue sources.

Cabinet Affairs Minister Martin Elia Lomuro says it is the responsibility of each department to submit reports showing their revenues collections and remittances.  

Martin Elia Lomuro: “We still expect reports to tell us about the process of the collection, remittance, retentions and any reasons for detention and challenges. The Director General in charge of finance, … however said the ministry of finance had made some reporting errors.”
Director General: “We had proposed eight million five hundred to be collected and indeed when we reached to June, when we were preparing the budget for 2013 2014, we had already collected that amount, done remittance to the ministry of finance. To our surprise, when the report was issued by the ministry of finance, the judiciary was quoted that it has not remit anything to the ministry of finance.

Participants at the meeting were mainly concerned about quality assurance, and tax verifications.”
There is an issue of quality control, quality assurance at the borders. The challenges we have in customs, we have a problem of verification. We are collecting only from one forest station. The south Sudan National Examination Council collects money through two sources -- examination fee, which is 100 SSP per student and a certificate fee of 50 SSP

The government is urging institutions involved in non-oil revenue collection to improve their methods of revenue collection.

The institutions include ministries of finance, commerce, health, interior, and agriculture, foreign affairs, telecommunications, transport, education and ministry of justice plus the judiciary.

Tax collectors in Northern Bahl El-Ghazal State have been warned against defrauding the state of its revenue.

The caretaker governor of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State, Kuel Aguer Kuel, sounded the warning this morning, while closing the state legislative assembly for recess.

The caretaker governor noted with concern that some tax collectors are not remitting revenues collected to the state government coffers.

Kuel Aguer Kuel:  “The institutions that are collecting money, I am warning you, the same law that allowed you to collect money protects money from you using them for yourself. Public money must be collected and remitted to government accounts. No one should use a white paper if in any case a trader or anybody paying tax shows me duplicate or a white paper, the person who signed it will be accused of crime against the nation because it is somebody who wants to affect the economy of the country and that is a crime against the nation. We must use form fifteen to collect money from our people.”
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Former victims of the Lord’s Resistance Army should be given proper care and be allowed to reintegrate into society.

This is one of the key recommendations announced at the end of a three- day regional conference on the Lord’s Resistance Army - LRA - in Yambio.

The deputy governor of Western Equatoria State, Sapana Abui, said the majority of victims are traumatized and need strong psycho social support facilities.

Sapana Abui:  “How to rehabilitate and take care of the abductees who are rescued from the LRA because these people, they are actually traumatized and need proper care before they are re-integrated into the society for them to start anew and normal life. That they are discriminated against, seen as rebels and also economically they have nothing to start their life with, so the conference came up with means of first to forgive them, accept them in the society and then provide them with support that can help them rebuild their life.”

The conference also heard testimonies from some victims of the LRA fighters, many of whom said they felt stigmatized and unwanted.

Teachers in Juba have completed an accelerated training program on cholera treatment, rules of hygiene, and cholera prevention.

The training on Thursday was organized by the United Nations Children’s Fund – UNICEF and partners.

UNICEF’S health and nutrition specialist, Dr Godwin Mindra, says the teachers were given basic cholera prevention messages, which include washing hands before and after eating, the need to chlorinate water, and to wash and cook food thoroughly.

Dr Godwin Mindra: “This training underscore the importance of bringing information in the first place of cholera to our people. We all know that Juba has been engulfed in an outbreak of cholera, virtually every part of Juba, so we thought as an organization, UNICEF supporting the ministry, that it is important to information key people in our communities, who will take the message back to their communities , to the schools, on the importance of prevention in the first place and control.”

The international committee of the Red Cross – ICRC -- plans to airdrop food to 6,000 internally displaced persons in Leer County, Unity state.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, ICRC head of delegation in South Sudan Franz Rauchensten said insecurity and the poor state of roads have made it difficult to deliver food by road.
Franz Rauchensten:  “Just at a time of this week, we are dropping again food to 6,000 displaced families in Leer County. It was a last resort to airdrop food because normally we prefer to go by road, to go by river to take all possible ways into account to deliver assistance to beneficiaries.

Franz Rauchensten says this is the first time in nearly 20 years that the International Committee of the Red cross is using airdrops to deliver aid to the people.

In foreign news 

The International Criminal Court has sentenced ex-Congolese militia leader Germain Katanga to 12-years in prison for aiding and abetting war crimes.

Katanga, who is known to his supporters as Simba, or "the lion", was found guilty of planning an ambush on the village in gold-rich Ituri province.

He was behind the 2003 massacre of hundreds of villagers in the northeast of the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The fighting escalated into an inter-ethnic conflict that is estimated to have killed 50,000 people. 

The rebel leader was also found to have procured the weapons - including guns and machetes - used to kill more than 200 of the villagers, but he was acquitted of direct involvement.
And in sports

The newly-formed Cecafa Nile Basin Winners’ Cup kicks off this evening in the Sudanese capital Khartoum.

Uganda’s Victoria University will play Malakia of South Sudan in the opening match at 5.30 p.m.

Al Merreikh of Sudan will follow with a tough test against Police of Zanzibar (8.00pm) while Al-Shandy of Sudan will take on Dkhill FC of Djibouti also at 8 p.m.
To end the news the main stories once again:
· Negotiations for deployment of regional forces to South Sudan reach final stages;

· US special envoy says South Sudan is likely to suffer severe economic decline as oil revenues drop;

· And LRA regional conference in Yambio calls for reintegrating LRA former fighters into societies.
You have been listening to Radio Miraya , I am Lwak Nelson.
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