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Good afternoon. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.

The headlines:
· Fresh fighting reported in Upper Nile State
· Wau citizens demonstrate in protest at aerial attacks in Raja County
· Body of the former governor of the Central Bank Elijah Malok arrives in Juba
Fresh fighting has been reported in the Dolieb Hills in Panyikang County, Upper Nile State.   

The State Minister of Information and Communications, Peter Hoth, confirms the fighting between government and opposition forces. 

Hoth says the reports came in on Sunday evening.  

Peter Hoth: “We got reports yesterday night that there were killings and this morning also but it is very far from Malakal town. There is fighting but it is only shelling the rebels and government forces are killing each other.” 

There was also sporadic fire in Malakal town over the weekend, causing panic among civilians. The Information Minister explains that the shooting was caused by drunken soldiers and the situation is now under control. 

Peter Hoth: “The situation in town in Malakal is very quiet – there is no problem. The problem which occurred last weekend has been resolved. It was some soldiers who were drunk and started shooting in the air, but the situation is okay now.”
Investigations are ongoing into the identity of an antonov plane that launched aerial attacks in Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

17 people were injured in the bombardment in Raja County.  

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer confirms the attack was conducted by an antonov aircraft on Sunday, but did not say who was responsible. 

Col. Aguer: “We are still establishing the identity of the plane.  It was an antonov that came from the direction of Sudan but we do not know whose plane it was – we are still identifying the identity. 17 civilians were reported wounded but we never fought. We are still waiting for a comprehensive report. It was a bombardment on a village populated by civilians. If there are other reports that the state and county authorities know, then we need to wait for that.”

Meanwhile, a demonstration has been held in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal, in protest at the Raja attack.  

The peaceful demonstration was organized by the Western Bahr el Ghazal State government and was held from Wau Peace Square to the government secretariat. Protestors included civil servants and students.  

Acting Governor, Zakaria Joseph Garang condemned the attacks and urged citizens to remain calm.

Zakaria Joseph: “We have gathered here today at the government secretariat in this important demonstration to express ourselves clearly to all the people within and outside the country. We also, as government, want to clarify to you what happened. At 2am yesterday, an antonov flight came and bombarded Khor-Shamam with more than thirty bombs. Some of them fell in town and many of them fell in the farms outside. Of those that fell in town, one hit the house of the commander in the area and destroyed it totally but fortunately he was out of the house. Some 18 people who were injured are currently in Raja Hospital and are in good condition.”
The body of the former governor of the Central Bank, Elijah Malok Aleng is in Juba.  

Malok Aleng died in a Nairobi hospital last week at eth age of 77. A funeral service was held for him in Juba this morning.  

Reech Malual was there and filed this report.

Reech Malual: “Hundreds of people gathered at All Saints Cathedral of Episcopal Church of the Sudan at Mobil in Juba to mourn the death of the former boss of the South Sudan Central Bank, Elijah Malok Aleng. The body arrived in the country this morning and was taken to the Cathedral for the public to pay their last respects. During the service, President Salva Kiir Mayardit eulogized Elijah Malok as a great contributor to the Sudan people’s liberation struggle.

President Salva Kiir: “Elijah is a liberator. He has participated in all the struggles including the SPLM/A when he was even at his older age.”
Reech Malual: “A daughter of the deceased also spoke at the funeral. Atong Malok Aleng described Malok as a committed father, who made effort to spend time with his family.” 

Atong Malok Aleng: “My father was first and foremost a family man and the head of his household. He enjoyed spending time with family. Baba was always at home during the weekend and the week days after 5pm.”
Reech Malual: “The remains lay in state in the National Legislative Assembly.  On Tuesday, he will be flown to his home village of Wangulei of Twic East County in Jonglei State for burial. Prayers will also be held at his Juba home in Jebel on Thursday. I am Reech Malual, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
The church has urged the country’s leaders to restore peace. 

The call was made by the Episcopal Church of the Sudan during a service for the former central bank governor Elijah Malok Aleng. President Salva Kiir attended the service at the All Saints Cathedral in Juba. 

Reverence DR Joseph Bilal said the leaders will be held accountable for the suffering of the people.

Rev. Joseph Bilal: “God will account you – what have you done? Why don’t you bring peace in South Sudan? Why don’t you have unity among yourselves?  Lift the vision, condemn tribalism, condemn violence, and then condemn corruption, so that this nation will stand to be a nation among nations and it will grow to be a great nation and it will be a nation of peace”. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The governors’ forum has come up with a resolution to deploy 30 per cent of organized forces from the relatively peaceful states to the three states affected by conflict – Upper Nile, Unity and Jonglei States.  

Reading out the resolutions of the five-day forum, the governor of Northern Bahr- El- Ghazel, Kuel Aguer Kuel, said the forum resolved to also train the police in order to protect lives and properties of the people.

Aguer Kuel: “This requires the ministry to take stock and have proper management of arms, continue training and equipping the police force to handle work of protection and to effect the pension policies for the organized forces. 30 per cent of the organized forces from the other seven states are to be deployed to the devastated states of Upper Nile (region). This is because the organized forces are not there and it is not easy to recruit them very quickly.”

Kuel also said that the forum also recommended the review of school calendars in the country by the Ministry of Education.

The resolutions are expected to be translated into plans of action by the Office of the President within one month.

Police are investigating an attack on a home in the Mauna residential area of Juba by gunmen over the weekend. 

Thieves attacked the home of an SPLA officer but were repulsed by the 777 emergency rescue forces.  

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima says the suspects got away and no one was injured.  Danima explains what happened.

Maj. Henry Danima: “This officer was inside and he was threatened from outside to come out of his house. When he (realized) that these were strange voices, he refused. He said, “I am not going out.” They shot two or three bullets into his house. He responded by also firing from inside. The assailants run away. He called 777. Two vehicles rushed there. They inspected and found blood in front of his house. Definitely, in these circumstances, it may be that one of the assailants was shot by the bullet from the defender. We have alerted by CID personnel to be on the watch out. We don’t want to go into the details of we have told them but they should be on the watch out.”

In a related development, the police have passed a strong warning to private clinics not to treat people with suspicious injuries.  

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry says the police are taking the matter seriously after it was discovered that suspects with gunshot wounds and related injuries were receiving treatment in clinics, after escape.  

Maj. Henry Danima: “Anybody who comes with a fresh wound, whether even a cut by glass or a knife… If it is a big wound which may raise suspicion that it may be circumstance of violence.”   

And in sports, the Juba City Mayor football championship has kicked off.  
In the opening match, Malakia beat Munuki one-nil in a match watched by Juba City Mayor Christopher Sarafino Wani.  

Eight division one teams will be taking part in the 10-day tournament.  

The secretary of the Juba local football association, Robert Belong says the competition is fully sponsored by the National African Bank and is in honour of the contribution of the mayor’s office towards development of the national capital. 

To end the news the once again the main stories:  

· Fresh fighting reported in Upper Nile State

· Wau citizens demonstrate in protest at aerial attacks in Raja County
· Body of the former governor of the Central Bank Elijah Malok arrives in Juba
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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