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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.

The headlines:
· Four South Sudanese refugees killed in clashes in Kenya’s Kakuma refugee camp
· President Kiir travels to Khartoum to meet with President Bashir
· Students march for peace in Juba
Eight people have been killed and several others injured in clashes between refugees in Kakuma refugee camp, in northwestern Kenya. 

The eight include four South Sudanese and four refugees from Burundi. The violence started last Tuesday among the South Sudanese community following reports that a girl was raped.  

The clashes escalated over the weekend when a South Sudanese motorcycle taxi rider knocked a Congolese child.  

Emmanuel Nyabera, spokesperson for the United Nations High Commission for Refugees in Kenya says police are attempting to restore calm in the camp.

Emmanuel Nyabera: “Police in Kenya have somehow restored calm. A number of arrests have been made and investigations are going on. They have also emphasized the need for refugees to respect the law and as I speak to you now, calm has been restored. People who are suspected to have contributed towards this conflict will be arraigned in court and if they are found guilty then definitely action will have to be taken.”

Nyabera says congestion at the camp largely contributes to clashes amongst communities. 

Emmanuel Nyabera: “At the moment, the main challenge we have at Kakuma refugee camp is the issue of congestion.  We have more than 178,000 refugees in Kakuma, a camp that really should hold slightly more than 100,000 refugees. This comes with issues of resources and also in terms of sanitation and shelter.  We have been holding discussions with the country’s government to give us land so we can decongest Kakuma refugee camp. Negotiations are on and we are hoping that soon we will be able to get land so that we can decongest the camp.”
Kakuma houses 178,000 refugees from South Sudan, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
More than 30,000 of the refugees are from South Sudan.  

President Salva Kiir has travelled to Khartoum for a one day visit to meet his Sudanese counterpart President Omar Al Bashir. 

The President’s Press Secretary, Ateny Wek Awek, says the President will discuss among other issues, the implementation of co-operations agreements and allegations that Sudan is supporting opposition forces fighting the South Sudanese government in parts of Unity and Upper Nile States.  

Ateny Wek: “South Sudan recently has been pointing figures at Khartoum because all the attacks that came to Bentiu and other parts of the northern borders between Sudan and South Sudan has been coming from Sudan which is also an indication that Sudan has been in one way or the other has been supporting the rebels of SPLM – In Opposition. They will just discuss that one amicably and they will find solutions because the relations between Sudan and South Sudan are stronger than any other time.”

In Bentiu, more than 150 civilians are seeking safety in a Church following the latest clashes between government and opposition forces last week.  

Humanitarian organizations conducted a rapid needs assessment and found the civilians in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Vincent Lelei, the Head of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA) says a team from Doctors without Borders (MSF) has sent a mobile team to the same location to provide emergency primary health care.

Vincent Lelei: “We are providing assistance to people inside UNMISS bases, but those are less than 10% of the entire population that has been displaced.  The majority are outside UNMISS bases and in Bentiu there are about 160 people that have taken refuge in the Catholic Church in the last 2 days. Humanitarians have gone to provide help and food and other services that they urgently need. ”

Dozens of students from primary and secondary schools in Juba marched this morning calling for an end to the ten-month conflict in South Sudan.

The ‘march for peace’ aims to be a monthly demonstration organized by the Community Empowerment and Progressive Organization civil society group to promote nonviolent ways to end the conflict. 

Concerned citizens are calling on the international community and other stakeholders to help the people of South Sudan achieve lasting peace.

Vox pops:
· “Enough is enough…. Shedding the innocent bloods of South Sudanese civilians… we need peace now. The people deserved durable and sustainable peace.” 
· “The citizens of Southern Sudan have been living in war all the generations since 1947 until right now. Therefore these people deserve peace. Peace is a collective responsibility of all people of Southern Sudan.”

Edmund Yakani, Executive Director for the Community Empowerment and Progressive Organization, says the message to the both parties to the conflict that violence will bring lasting peace.

Edmund Yakani: “We are sending messages to the warring parties that enough is enough. Violence never achieved anything. When we try to use violence, violence hurts us all. Whatever difference we have can we use a non-violence approach. So we call on them that they should abstain really from using violence as an option of resolving problems. People have been dragging themselves in regards to the peace process in Addis. A round of negotiation is going to start and we have seen it being delayed from time to time.”
The Police service is receiving a fresh intake of recruits at the Police Training College.  

The cadets will be trained in crime investigation, fighting crime, general policing ethics among others.  Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka has not disclosed the number of recruits but urges successful students to report to the college.

James Monday Enoka: “One program is a diploma program which will run for two years and the second program is a degree program which will run for three years. We expect that this is an opportunity for our young men and women to actually receive this training package and become officers in South Sudan National Police Service to serve our country. We are now working and the police college is prepared and ready to receive the new batches of the police. Whoever knows that he was or she was successful in the medical results of the admissions to the police college should make sure he or she reports to the police college.”

More than 5000 candidates applied to join the Police College out of which 1000 passed the exams and medical tests.
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More than 2000 volunteers have been flagged off to carry out a polio immunization in Central Equatoria State.  

The campaign running from today (Tuesday) to Friday targets more than 300,000 children under the age of five. 

The vaccine being administered is a trivalent, against three strains of the polio virus.

Launching the campaign, Central Equatoria State Health Minister, Emmanuel Ijja Baya said the vaccinators will move from house to house, and centres will also be set up in schools, primary health care centers and protection of civilian sites.

Emmanuel Ijja Baya: “In the town, especially like Juba, we can include them by visiting the kindergarten schools so that they can all be vaccinated. It is better to include those under five who are in the kindergarten and then you can really see whether he is that age or not so that there is no child actually left out. Even all those who are born the same night also they have to be vaccinated.”
The campaign is being spearheaded by the Central Equatoria State Ministry of Health with support from UN children’s organization (UNICEF) and the World Health Organization. 

A similar polio eradication campaign has been launched in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State.  

The campaign targets up to 400,000 children and will last four days. 

The Director General in the Northern Bahr el Ghazal State Ministry of Health, Dominic Athian Dut, says the country has been free from polio since 2009.  

Dut is calling on all parents and guardians to ensure all children under the age of five years get vaccinated. 

Dominic Athian Dut: “In line with our government’s commitment and efforts from the polio eradication initiative, the volunteer vaccinators and social mobilizers have been the back bone of the program and the government and the people of Northern Bahr el Ghazal are grateful for their hard work. Therefore, I am calling upon all mothers, fathers and caretakers to make sure that all the under five children are vaccinated in this polio campaign. Every eligible child should get two drops of oral polio vaccine.”

The next round of vaccination will be conducted from 2 December to 5 December. 

The Central Equatoria State Ministry of Labor and Public Service is calling on companies operating in the state to provide more employment opportunities for youth.  

The State Minister for Labour, Lilly Kapuki Paul, says giving the youth something to do would not only reduce unemployment, but also keep the youth away from crime and conflict. 

The Ministry is in the process of registering private companies, and has registered only 10 in the state so far.  The Minister is urging other companies to register their businesses with her office.

Workers of the Eyat Construction Company in Western Bahr el Ghazal State are threatening legal action over nonpayment of their salaries. 

The workers say they have not been paid for the past 20 months, and have given the company till the end of this month to make payment or else they seek legal redress with the workers trade union. 

The workers representative, Hasaballa Osman Mohamed says they have presented their issue to the managers of the company on several occasions.  

Hasaballa Osman: “We workers are not receiving salaries. The Company has a lot of manpower. We have sectors outside Wau. We, the workers of Wau Sector present here, have not received salaries, Aweil Sector have not received salaries, Gokmachar Sector have not received salaries, Kuajok Sector have not received salaries, Tambora Sector have not received salaries and Raja Sector and all the workers. We met with the Director of Projects and he presented the report to the Director General. The Director General said on the 30th of October, he will pay all the salaries of the workers. We said 30 October is the limit. If salaries do not come, we will go to the law. By 30 October, salaries did not come and we have gone to the law.”

The Eyat Construction Company has constructed the major roads linking Wau to Raja, Tambura, Aweil and Gokmachar – with offices in the three states of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Western Equatoria and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States. 

In regional news, the African Union (AU) has given Burkina Faso’s military a two-week deadline to hand power to a civilian ruler or face sanctions.  

The AU said the army had acted unconstitutionally when it took over after President Blaise Compaore was forced to resign on Friday.
The military said a civilian-led transitional government would be established as quickly as possible. 

Compaore quit after mass protests at his bid to extend his 27-year rule.
And in local sports, Samuel Pawon is here with his regular updates: 

Samuel Pawon: “At-Labara FC was knocked out of the Mayor’s Football Cup after a one-nil loss to El Merikh at Juba Stadium last evening. In the Second Division tournament in Yambio, Super Eagles beat Freedom Boys four-nil at Budaway Stadium, while in Wau, Nahla FC and Kreash ended their game in a one- all draw. In Third Division games, still in Wau, Ouyanga Team won its match against Eslaha one goal to nil. Today, Nassir play against Hilal in the Mayor’s Cup game at Juba stadium, while in Yambio, Tahrir FC take on Super stars. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.” 

To end the news, here once again are the main stories:  

· Four South Sudanese refugees killed in clashes in Kenya’s Kakuma refugee camp
· President Kiir travels to Khartoum to meet with President Bashir
· Students march for peace in Juba
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex
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