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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· President Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa for IGAD summit on South Sudan crisis
· Humanitarian organizations push for an arms embargo
· More than 200 suspects arrested in connection with attacks on civilians in North Kivu province of the DR Congo
President Salva Kiir has travelled to Addis Ababa to attend the IGAD Heads of States summit. 

Leaders of the eight-national regional grouping are expected to meet and discuss the South Sudan crisis and issues hindering the peace talks between the government and the opposition.  

Regional leaders including the presidents of Kenya, Uganda, and the Ethiopian Prime Minister will also attend the summit.

Speaking to journalists at Juba International Airport before the President’s departure this morning, the Minister in the Office of the President Awan Gol Riek said the summit will focus on the outstanding issues including the powers of the Prime Minister in the expected government of National Unity.

Awan Gol Riek: “The areas that were thorny in the negotiation will be dealt with by the Heads of States and government. The thorny issues were in the formation of the government of transitional unity, for example the position of the Prime Minister. … The protocol that was signed by the government and not signed by Riek Machar gave a sealing to the powers were it was mentioned clearly that the President is the Head of State and Government and Commanders in Chief. The Prime Minister is an appointed Prime Minister, not an elected Prime Minister and therefore the limited powers of the appointed Prime Minister will not be able to surpass the Head of State who is the elected President.”
Meanwhile as the government delegation is in Addis Ababa awaiting the outcome of the IGAD summit.

The spokesperson of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Makol Arik, says the delegation is committed to the talks. 

Mawein Makol Arik: “Now, there was an intention to pull them back but we thought that since the summit is taking place today … they will stay there and then we will see whether the talks will start soon or be rescheduled0 so our delegation is still in Addis and we hope that after the summit of today talks will be rescheduled and start soon.”
The government says sanctions will not help the peace process. 
Foreign Affairs spokesperson Mawein Makol Arik was reacting to restrictions announced by Western countries and the most recent reports that the UN Security Council was considering sanctioning those responsible for fueling the conflict.

Ambassador Mawien describes the restrictive measures as ‘unfortunate’.

Ambassador Mawien: “Sanctions are unfortunate and will not yield a result. Sanctions on individuals in the government will not help … We cannot always be equated with the rebels when it comes to sanctions. We are a responsible government, seen in the region to be committed to peace. For the countries calling for sanctions against South Sudan, it's unfortunate. This thing goes on and that does not help the efforts of the government to bring peace. What we need as a government now is to be helped by these countries, not to be sanctioned.”

The black market and the high rate of the US dollar have been identified as some of the major causes of increasing commodity prices.  
David Shan Thiang the Director for Economic statistics in the National Bureau of Statistics says heavy reliance on imported food stuffs, restricted by poor road network is also affecting market prices.  
Thiang is calling on the government to intervene.  

Communities have been called on to provide support to people traumatized and mentally affected by the conflict.  
The International Medical Corps (IMC) is currently providing mental care in the form of counseling and psychological support to displaced persons at the UN Protection of Civilian Sites (PoCs).  
Esubalew Haile, a medical doctor with IMC, says the community should play the biggest role in supporting people mentally affected.  
Haile says there are not enough specialized professionals to provide support to all those affected. 

Esubalew Haile: “The gap is enormous. We have limited human resource and the prevalence of the condition is very huge.  IMC provides mental health care in all the PoCs – we provide basic counseling; we have a counselor. This is an important part because often times, people with severe mental conditions suffer human rights abuses in the camp and in their families, so it is the responsibility of all of us. We have to fight the stigma and discrimination and the major player here is the community itself.”
Catholic Bishops are meeting in Juba for their annual conference.  The ten-day forum is being attended by Bishops from South Sudan and Sudan. 
The religious leaders will deliberate among several issues priesthood and evangelization.  
Jacob Odwa is the Secretary General of the Catholic Bishop’s conference.
Jacob Odwa: “One of the issues they will take in is the issue of reactions of press reigning information of the church, praise how praise will be so mash effective in their organization of their own perishes so they will be talking on the information’s of the perish haw is perish is really to be inform so that to effected in the work so that he influence the people in the right direction and also there is an issue of the feudalizations haw they can feudalized haw they can make people better faithful better Christian people how really fearing God .” [sic]                 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Border communities between Lakes and Unity State have been urged to co-exist peacefully.  
The commissioner of Panyijar County in Unity State visited the Amongpiny area in Lakes State where thousands of IDPs from Unity State are settled. 
The Panyijar County Commissioner, William Nyuon Jok said communities must be free to cross the borders into the neighboring counties.  

William Nyuon Jok: “Since crisis people of Panyjair are staying in Ampongping, Nyang and other in Pakam which is Maper. I am their commissioner. For us in Unity state, people who are near Dinka are Panyjiar, Mayom and Mayendit, we have intermarriage and we don’t have problems. Whether Riek is coming or not we need free moment and we must walk free.”

The commissioner also noted that the poor road network has contributed to food shortages in the different states. 
He speaks of looming hunger and a rise in commodity prices. 

William Nyuon Jok: 
“The security situation of the road is okay. The only problem is poor road conditions from Mabolo to Yeri and from Yeri to Wulu. You find more than 100 trucks stranded on the road for more than four to six months with many people suffering. I also managed to pull out some vehicles which were stuck on the road so that there will be space for other vehicles. I will inform the South Sudan government about the roads. (It is necessary) to make emergency roads – if it is not done, these five states will be having hunger. There is no food in Rumbek since we arrived – no water, no fuel, no patrol and all cars are parked.”
Still in Lakes State, a senior inspector of lands and survey in the state Ministry of physical infrastructure has been shot dead.  

Sebit Kuluel, also the former commissioner for Rumbek Central County, was attacked in what is suspected to be an ethnic revenge attack.  

Rumbek Central County Commissioner Matur Majok Magol confirms the incident and says security is hunting for the assailants.   

Marur Majok Magol: “Actually the motive is just only revenge because there is section fighting between Ruop and Kuei and Sebit (came from) Ruop. … I just talked to the community to (keep) calm. Let us see what procedures the government is taking. We are just waiting (for a report) from the government.”

In the recent past there have been tensions between the Ruop and Kuei clans in Rumbek Central.

In regional news, more than 200 people have been arrested after being linked to the recent attacks against civilians near Beni town, in the North Kivu Province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Last month, dozens of people were killed in attacks suspected to have been carried out by the Uganda-based rebels known as the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF). 

UN Spokesperson in New York, Stephane Dujarric says the UN Mission in the DR Congo has reinforced its troops and police in Beni to protect civilians.

Stephane Dujarric: "From the DRC, the UN mission there announced today that more than 200 people were arrested in relation to recent attacks against civilians around Beni in North Kivu. Among them were members of the Allied Democratic Forces– the rebel ADF – who are believed to be responsible for these attacks. Weapons, ammunitions and other military equipment were seized. The operations were carried out by the National Police with the UN mission police, while MONUSCO military forces are also intensifying their patrols in the region." 

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more: 
Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing Mayor’s Cup football tournament, Rainbow FC qualified for the semifinals of the tournament after a two-nil victory over Kator Team at Juba Stadium last evening. Rainbow FC next meets Merikh FC in the semifinal match next Saturday. The Mayor’s Cup has also been launched in Yei where Hi Leben FC beat Fly United three-two and Nassir defeated Rainbow four-two. Both matches took place at the Yei Freedom Square. In Torit, Red Star secured three points after a six-one victory over Ahli, while Slam beat Jazeera four goals to nil. In the Second Division football tournament in Kuajok, Nile United claimed match points after a three-nil win over Young City. In other results, Nassir beat Hilal FC one-nil and in Wau, Agok FC won its match against Rainbow Stars two-nil. Also in Wau, Tahrir beat Shabab Sika Hadid three-one and Kator FC beat Hai Bafra two-one and in Aweil, Jaded secured a two-nil victory over Jazeera. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news the once again the main stories:
· President Salva Kiir in Addis Ababa for IGAD summit on South Sudan crisis

· Humanitarian organizations push for an arms embargo

· More than 200 suspects arrested in connection with attacks on civilians in North Kivu province of the DR Congo

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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