	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Friday, November 07, 2014


06 November 2014

Good afternoon. It’s 5pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Government warns that sanctions will hurt the peace process
· Thousands displaced by floods in Upper Nile and Warrap states
· Gunman kills two and injures several others in Torit
The government says sanctions will not help the peace process. 
The spokesperson in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Mawein Makol Arik, was reacting to restrictions announced by Western countries and the most recent reports that the UN Security Council was considering sanctioning those responsible for fueling the conflict.

Ambassador Mawien describes the restrictive measures as ‘unfortunate’.

Ambassador Mawien: “Sanctions are unfortunate and will not yield a result. Sanctions on individuals in the government will not help … We cannot always be equated with the rebels when it comes to sanctions. We are a responsible government, seen in the region to be committed to peace. For the countries calling for sanctions against South Sudan, it's unfortunate. This thing goes on and that does not help the efforts of the government to bring peace. What we need as a government now is to be helped by these countries, not to be sanctioned.”

On the peace talks, Mawien says the government delegation is in Addis Ababa, awaiting the outcome of an IGAD summit.

Mawein Makol Arik: “Now, there was an intention to pull them back but we thought that since the summit is taking place today … they will stay there and then we will see whether the talks will start soon or be rescheduled0 so our delegation is still in Addis and we hope that after the summit of today talks will be rescheduled and start soon.”

The IGAD summit on the South Sudan crisis is underway in Addis Ababa.  

Leaders of the eight-national regional grouping are expected to meet and discuss the South Sudan crisis and issues hindering the peace talks between the government and the opposition.  

Regional leaders including the presidents of Kenya, Uganda, and the Ethiopian Prime Minister will also attend the summit.

Speaking to journalists at Juba International Airport before the President’s departure this morning, the Minister in the Office of the President Awan Gol Riek said the summit will focus on the outstanding issues including the powers of the Prime Minister in the expected government of National Unity.

Awan Gol Riek: “The areas that were thorny in the negotiation will be dealt with by the Heads of States and government. The thorny issues were in the formation of the government of transitional unity, for example the position of the Prime Minister. … The protocol that was signed by the government and not signed by Riek Machar gave a sealing to the powers were it was mentioned clearly that the President is the Head of State and Government and Commanders in Chief. The Prime Minister is an appointed Prime Minister, not an elected Prime Minister and therefore the limited powers of the appointed Prime Minister will not be able to surpass the Head of State who is the elected President.”

900 homes have been destroyed by heavy rain in Maban County, Upper Nile State. 

County Commissioner Timothy Nyvo says the rains washed away homes in Bong village, leaving thousands homeless. 

Nyvo is concerned the flood waters come with an increased threat of malaria in the village. He says the road to Faloug is now impassable; causing a shortage of food and other commodities in Maban. 

Timothy Nyvo: “920 homes were destroyed and 111 families received food relief items and tents. In some areas where water subsided, citizens returned home but some whose homes still under water are staying in camps to date. Roads in the area are impassable. Also, along the road between Maban County and Bong and Kilo Asharra, most of the vehicles are stuck on the road from Faloug. Food items are not in the markets. Communication networks went down in the last two days. Gasoline is not available. Most of the commodities come from Faloug. Prices went up; for example one jerrycan of gasoline is sold for five hundred (South Sudanese pounds).”

Flooding has also been reported in Tonj South County in Warrap State.

County Commissioner William Wol Mayom says gardens have been destroyed and scores of people have been left homeless. 

Mayom identifies the worst affected payams as Thiet, Wath-alei, Manyang-ngok, Jak and Tonj. 

He says the waters have cut off supply routes to Lakes State and Western Bahr el Ghazal but notes a reduction in commodity prices. 

William Wol Mayom: ““We have problems of exporting or importing commodities such as sugar or maize flour and others commodities that are always brought from abroad. …One bag of sugar that is 50kgs was 500 (South Sudanese pounds) but now it had reduced to 450 (South Sudanese pounds) – that means a 50-pound deduction from 500 pounds. The 20kgs and 50kgs of maize floor; the 20kgs was first previously to 60 pounds but it has reduce to 50 pounds, so that prices of Tonj are not comparable with prices of Rumbek, because Rumbek might be very worse than Tonj.” 

Two women have been killed and five others wounded by unknown gunmen in Torit County, Eastern Equatoria state. 

Torit County Commissioner Charles German Ojok says the wounded are receiving treatment at Torit hospital. 

Ojok says no suspects have been arrested and police have been deployed at the scene of the incident in Kiyala Payam. 

The County commissioner explains what happened. 

Charles German Ojok: “Seven women came down because they live on top of the mountain. They came down in order to get water. Unfortunately, some gunmen came … and started to shoot at those women. There was no exchange of course, since those women (didn’t have) guns (and were) innocently being shot. They shot at them and they ran away. When they youth came around in order to find out what might have happened, they found that people are already lying down.” 

Commissioner Ojok condemned the incident and called on the leaders in the area to exert more efforts to help prevent similar attacks in the future.

Charles German Ojok: “My message to the people of Eastern Equatoria and Torit County in particular is … what happened … I condemn it. … This is an unusual act and I am appealing to the intellectuals, the leaders, community members of all this areas to come together and find best way of bring these people together so that such an incident should not repeat itself especially killing of women, killing of children and of elders. I am very sorry for this.”
This news comes from Radio Miraya
The Central Equatoria State drivers’ union says the current location of Juba market is not convenient for the public.

The drivers say the recent transfer of the market by Juba council authorities from its former location in Juba town to Hai al-Sujun does not make it accessible by public transport operators. 

The chairperson of the drivers’ union, Isaac Osvaldo says an alternative location should be identified where busses and taxi can park. 

Osvaldo says they have identified alternative locations owned by the Ministry of Education and National security.

Civil society is urging for dialogue between the Governor and politicians in Lakes State, as a step towards resolving conflict. 

Lakes State has been the scene of sectional conflicts, revenge attacks and most recently witnessed the arrest of two MPs for unclear reasons. 

Isaac Majier Adut is the State Coordinator of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO).
Adut says the governor should sit down and discuss the issues with politicians.

Isaac Majier Majok: “The only way to tackles the issue of this state is that the governor and politicians of the state must come together and discuss things that will take state forward, otherwise if we take it as enmity on personalities then we will never go anywhere. Sincerely the arrests are actually rampant. We are experiencing a number of arrests. I would start with the arrest of MPs and when we are looking into it that the immunity of MPs is down looked and it can be seen as though rule of law is actually being violated because all in all no one is above the law.”
Communities have been called on to provide support to people traumatized and mentally affected by the conflict.  

The International Medical Corps (IMC) is currently providing mental care in the form of counseling and psychological support to displaced persons at the UN Protection of Civilian Sites (PoCs).  

Esubalew Haile, a medical doctor with IMC, says the community should play the biggest role in supporting people mentally affected.  

Haile says there are not enough specialized professionals to provide support to all those affected. 

Esubalew Haile: “The gap is enormous. We have limited human resource and the prevalence of the condition is very huge.  IMC provides mental health care in all the PoCs – we provide basic counseling; we have a counselor. This is an important part because often times, people with severe mental conditions suffer human rights abuses in the camp and in their families, so it is the responsibility of all of us. We have to fight the stigma and discrimination and the major player here is the community itself.”

In regional news, the African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur, UNAMID, has expressed deep concern over the media reports of an alleged mass rape of 200 women and girls in Tabit, South-West of El Fasher. 
In a press statement the mission said it is investigating to find out the truth of the information.

UNAMID highlighted it was denied access to Tabit and calls on authorities of the government of Sudan to grant the mission unhindered access to all Darfur, especially areas where alleged incidents affecting civilians have been reported. 

As part of the investigation, UNAMID’s Human Rights officers have met with the Chief Prosecutor of North Darfur who stated that not a single complaint about any rape incident was received from Tabit
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more: 

Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing Mayor’s Cup football tournament, Rainbow FC qualified for the semifinals of the tournament after a two-nil victory over Kator Team at Juba Stadium last evening. Rainbow FC next meets Merikh FC in the semifinal match next Saturday. The Mayor’s Cup has also been launched in Yei where Hi Leben FC beat Fly United three-two and Nassir defeated Rainbow four-two. Both matches took place at the Yei Freedom Square. In Torit, Red Star secured three points after a six-one victory over Ahli, while Slam beat Jazeera four goals to nil. In the Second Division football tournament in Kuajok, Nile United claimed match points after a three-nil win over Young City. In other results, Nassir beat Hilal FC one-nil and in Wau, Agok FC won its match against Rainbow Stars two-nil. Also in Wau, Tahrir beat Shabab Sika Hadid three-one and Kator FC beat Hai Bafra two-one and in Aweil, Jaded secured a two-nil victory over Jazeera. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”

To end the news once again the main stories:
· Government warns that sanctions will hurt the peace process

· Thousands displaced by floods in Upper Nile and Warrap states

· Gunman kills two and injures several others in Torit
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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