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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· President’s office confirms receiving petition from Equatoria MPs on security bill
· IGAD leaders sound strong warning to warring parties
· Western Bahr el-Ghazal passes state budget of more than 200 million pounds
A group of Members of Parliament (MPs) has written to President Salva Kiir asking him not to sign the National Security Bill into law. 

The National Legislative Assembly passed the controversial bill last month and sent it to the President’s office for assent.

Sworo Charles Elisha has more in this report. 

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Radio Miraya has obtained a copy of the petition. The document was signed by 47 Members of Parliament, all from the Equatoria region. The MPs of the Equatoria Parliamentary caucus raise issues to do with the procedure through which the bill was passed and the content of the bill. They argue that the text was not widely distributed and it was hurriedly passed. The MPs also note suggested amendments were not considered. Regarding the content, the Equatorian MPs say the proposed law contravenes the bill of rights and the transitional constitution. They are concerned that the bill gives security agents sweeping powers that would put them above the law. Thomas Kundu, representing Lainya County, says that they want the bill sent back to the house for further deliberation.”  

Thomas Kundu: “We need the bill to be taken back to the parliament to the committee of security so that members are given enough time to deliberate. Civil society should come. A public hearing has to be made. We want to make the bill that makes relationship between the citizens and the security organs very close because a citizen is supposed to be the informer of the security organs. We don’t want security organs to abuse the law itself by torturing the people of South Sudan.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Henry Odwar, the Member of Parliament representing Ikwotos Constituency in Eastern Equatoria, says their concerns are a national issue.”
Henry Odwar: “We are not spearheading just for us Equatorians – we are spearheading for the whole of South Sudan. This bill was rejected in Khartoum by South Sudanese so why is that it is palatable for us? You know, whatever happens, I think we have all collectively agreed that come what may it is ok. It is part of the effort to do the right thing.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “They say they sent their petition on the 22nd of last month and are awaiting a response from the President.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”  

The office of the President has confirmed receiving the petition from the MPs.  

The President’s Press Secretary Ateny Wek Ateny says the President will meet with the legislators to discuss their concerns. 

Ateny Wek Ateny: “They have submitted their petition to the President asking him not (to sign) the bill into law because they think if it is signed into law, it will impeaches the rights of the people. The president is going to meet them. If they are Equatorian or not Equatorian, they are MPs. The President is going to meet them. What is very unfortunate is the MPs decided to go the media before they wait for the President to call them because their petition is on the line to go to the President (and he) will call them in the due course.”
IGAD leaders have warned warring factions that the patience of the international community is wearing thin.

According to the AFP news agency, Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalgen told President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar on the sidelines of an IGAD summit in Addis Ababa yesterday that there appears to be little appetite for peace, while the people of South Sudan continue to bear the full brunt of the conflict.

Desalgen is quoted as saying the regional body will use all the influence it can, to bring the two sides back to reason.

The IGAD heads of state summit was attended by President Kiir and regional leaders. 

The National Ministry of Education is working with partners to kick start an emergency education program for children in conflict affected states. 

This was revealed at a meeting of education ministers in Juba that ends today (Friday).  

The ministers from all ten states are addressing, among (others) issues of girl-child education, capitation grants and reconstruction of schools in conflict affected states.    

Michael Lopuke, Undersecretary in the Ministry of Education says the ministry is identifying teachers among the displaced communities to teach the students. He explains.
Michael Lopuke: “Sometimes there is an approach that is required or related to the normal operation within the education sector, but emergency education centres try by all means to make sure that children learn and make sure that it is easier also to understand and to react to respond to a situation without necessarily going through the normal ways in which business are being done as usual.”
The Central Equatoria State Anticorruption Commission has threatened to cancel a memorandum of understanding with the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) over nonpayment of salaries for their anti-corruption officers.  

As part of the understanding, CEPO agreed to pay the salaries of 11 anti-graft officers for a period of two years.  

Khamis Emmanuel, chairperson of the Central Equatoria State Anticorruption Commission says he has written three letters to CEPO requesting payment and has not received a response.  

Khamis Emmanuel: “Until now, CEPO did not respond despite telephone communication that they will respond… The content of the letter was that CEPO was to process the unconditional release of salaries arears of the anti-corruption officers which is now overdue. I made it clear that if CEPO fails then the State Anti-corruption Commission reserves the right to one terminate the MoU signed with CEPO without any consultation, cancel the employment contracts of the anticorruption officers and allow them to directly institute legal proceedings against CEPO for breach of the contract. Cd CEPO will be responsible for paying all their salary arrears, the remaining period terminal benefits and other damages that CEPO might have caused.”       

CEPO Executive Director, Edmund Yakani acknowledges the non-payment but says he is committed to clearing the salaries.  

Yakani says the delay in payment is because donors have shifted their focus to peace building. 

Edmund Yakani: “That has created a gap in fundraising resource so that we can cover up the salaries of the state anticorruption field officers. I know up to now, they are demanding from us until last month, almost 25,000 pounds. … I am working it in person and I am still committed as the director of CEPO that I will clear that off.”

Malaria cases are on the rise in Jonglei state.  

The Director of the South Sudan Red Cross, David Gai does not give numbers but says the increase has been registered over the past three months, especially among women and children.  

Gai says the rise is mainly because of heavy rains that have caused water to collect and serve as breeding grounds for mosquitoes.  

He is asking for the government and humanitarian organizations to intervene. 

David Gai: “We call on the Ministry of Health to provide services to the affected places because there are a number of cases of malaria in this area. We informed the Minister of Health so that (he can) consider private organizations that offer treatments to for patients.”
The Western Bahr el-Ghazal State Council of Ministers has passed the State budget for the financial year 2014-2015, amounting to more than 200 million pounds.  

State Finance Minister Lillian Valentino says 72 per cent has been allocated to salaries; nine per cent to education, agriculture gets six per cent while health gets five per cent.  

Valentino notes a shortage in revenue collection, with the state collecting only 19 million of the 49 million pounds expected. She is calling on the national government to step in. 

Lillian Valentino: “Western Bahr el-Ghazal is among states that the national government budgeted for least. Among the states receiving sixty-one million, if you remove conditional transfer you will be left with forty-seven million, meaning that monthly the money coming from Juba is just salary. Western Bahr el-Ghazal has no budget for development, no budget for education, infrastructure and health because the distribution of the budget is not just.”
Still in Western Bahr el Ghazal, farmers there are undergoing training on food security and farming techniques. 

The training is being conducted by Women Training and Promotion, a local non-governmental organization.  
Linda Ferdinand, the organization’s director, says more than 200 farmers are undergoing the three-month training. 
Ferdinand says the classes are designed to increase productivity and improve farming methods. 

Linda Ferdinand: “We trained them (so that) if someone wants to cultivate and benefit from his farms, (they know) how they should cultivate and contemporary ways of farming with space – every type should be spaced from one another – and how seed should be cultivated. The most important is that we trained them that seeds should not be mixed. For example currently in Wau, there are four types of groundnuts. Back then groundnuts was just groundnuts in one place, but we trained them that every type should be alone. This is the way we are moving. We also taught them how different (types of) farming – there is the one for home and another for business. That is the reason now Bagari is controlling the market.”
Women Training and Promotion last year provided similar training to more than 400 farmers from Bagari payam.

A prison warden has been shot and killed in Tonjy East County of Warrap State.  

The warden identified as Chol Madoor Chol was attacked by an unknown gunman at his home.  A woman who was in the house was shot and injured. 

Tonj East County Commissioner Madhol Chol says the suspects are being pursued. 

The family of the late Elijah Malok Aleng Mayen says the former Governor of the Central Bank was a role model, but also had faults. 

Hundreds gathered at Elijah Majok’s house in Jebel on Thursday to pay their last respects as they celebrated his life. 

The celebration was attended by senior government officials including Vice President James Wani Igga who acknowledged the late Elijah Malok’s struggle for freedom. His elder son, Deng Malok Aleng, has asked the public to forgive his father for any wrongdoing.

Deng Malok Aleng: “Although our father stands as a (model) of possibility, our late father Comrade Elijah Malok Aleng was not a saint. As Joseph Kora, in his book “The Actors of the Island”, said that only he who does not act does no mistakes. Whether the mistakes were intended or unintended, I would beseech you to find it within your heart to forgive him.”
Elijah Malok Aleng Mayen passed away in Nairobi last week at the age of 77, and was laid to rest at his home in Jonglei on Tuesday. 
In regional news, Libya's Supreme Court has declared the country’s internationally recognised parliament as unconstitutional, in a ruling likely to fuel further chaos in the North African nation.

The court said the parliament was unconstitutional, in a ruling celebrated by militias occupying the capital Tripoli, who have set up an alternative parliament.

Libya is in chaos as two rival governments and parliaments are struggling for control of the country's vast energy reserves three years after the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi. 

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update: “In the ongoing Mayor’s football tournament in Yei, Salam FC and Black 04 Team ended their match in a two-all draw last evening at the Yei Freedom Square. In Torit, Kediopa beat Simba FC four-nil while Hose United claimed match points after a one-nil victory over Rainbow. In Yambio, Mokongo FC beat Salam 3-2. In the ongoing division two championship in Kuajok, Hilal beat Nassir one-nil and Rhino FC won its match against Kuajok United two-nil at the Kuajok Freedom Square. Onto Wau where Lokloko FC defeated Hai Denka Team 3-1 while Kush Stars and Jazeera FC ended their match in a one-all draw. In other news, Salam of Abyei arrived last evening in Wau to take part in the South Sudan premier league taking off tomorrow in both zones, Juba and Wau. In today’s matches, Malakeia FC take on Nassir Team in the semifinals of the Juba Mayor Football Cup, while in Yei, Rockland faces Peace Team. In Warap, Jamus is playing the Eagle team and at Budaway stadium Bilfam FC takes on Gangara Emelia. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news once again the main stories: 
· President’s office confirms receiving petition from Equatoria MPs on security bill

· IGAD leaders sound strong warning to warring parties

· Western Bahr el-Ghazal passes state budget of more than 200 million pounds

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Agole Alex.
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