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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Government and the opposition trade accusations over violations
· 700 metric tons of food aid leaves Sudan for South Sudan
· Traders in Jonglei state threaten to go on strike
The government and the opposition are claiming their bases have been attacked, just days after making a fresh commitment to end the fighting.  

Amy spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says two battalions of opposition forces launched an attack this morning in the Dokdok area, in northeast Renk county of Upper Nile state. 

Aguer says government forces repulsed the attack. 

Col. Aguer: "Riek Machar forces began bombardment by artillery this morning on Dokdok region. Two battalions of Riek Machar participated in the attack led by forces Peter Lam who is the commander of the Riek Machar presidency unit, which split here in Juba and was affiliated to the presidential guard. The attack happened this morning but the rebels were defeated and the SPLA forces are now in control of Dokdok area. There were other attempts of Riek Machar forces to attack and Halka and Maban areas."
The opposition has not reacted to those claims, but has reported attacks on their positions in Unity State.  

Taban Deng Gai, negotiator for the opposition delegation told the Reuters news agency that government troops had advanced from Bentiu and Pariang and attacked positions at Tor and Hofra in Unity state.

The structure of a proposed transitional government remains the major sticking point in talks between the government and the opposition. 

President Salva Kiir and his rival Riek Machar have once again committed themselves to stop fighting unconditionally and bring an end to the conflict. 

Speaking after an IGAD meeting in Addis Ababa on Saturday, Seyoum Mesfin the chief mediator at the IGAD talks said member states of the regional grouping have resolved to impose travel bans, freeze assets and stop the supply of arms to any party that violates the agreement. 

IGAD has also granted the two sides 15 days to conduct consultations on a power sharing agreement. Foreign Minister Barnaba Marial Benjamin says the pressing issue is the structure of the interim government. 
Barnaba Marial Benjamin: “The structure of the transitional government is the only part that has not been agreed. The good news is that President Salva Kiir Mayardit dedicated again and exerted his effort to end the war in South Sudan. Two is that he would also be the executive president to lead the next transitional government period until of course the elections are conducted according to the terms of the agreement that will be concluded…”
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed the strong position adopted by the IGAD Heads of State.

Ban says he is encouraged by the parties' intent to cease hostilities immediately and reach agreement on an inclusive power sharing agreement within 15 days. 

The first convoy carrying food assistance has moved from Sudan to South Sudan, for the first time under an agreement signed by the Juba and Khartoum governments earlier this year.

A joint statement issued by the UN Humanitarian coordination office in Khartoum and the Sudan government says the first 18 trucks, carrying some 700 metric tons of food left Kosti in Sudan for South Sudan on Saturday.

The aid targets 45,000 people for one month.  

Juba, Khartoum and the United Nations signed an agreement in July this year to send food aid to South Sudan populations caught up in the conflict.  

Meanwhile, more than 100,000 South Sudanese in Sudan are in dire need of assistance.  

The South Sudanese nationals do not qualify for support from International humanitarian organizations, based on an agreement between the Juba and Khartoum governments.  

Magdi Ahamed Mofadal, the Deputy Head of Mission in the Sudanese Embassy in Juba says the agreement recognizes the South Sudanese Nationals in Sudan as citizens.

Magdi Ahamed Mofadal: “After the crisis in Sudan, numbers of South Sudanese moved to Sudan and according to the special relation between Sudan and South Sudan till 2011 they were one nation. The government of Sudan said South Sudanese should be treated the like Sudanese in Sudan, and the idea was those South Sudanese that they are with their people and according to the tradition and customs people are supporting each other.”
Ahamed Mofadal says the Sudanese government is trying to provide some assistance.  

Magdi Ahamed Mofadal: “Some people arrived in Sudan without anything and movement was so difficult for them so we ended up providing them camps and there is some humanitarian services provided to them. This is being done by Sudanese humanitarian organizations under supervision of the Sudan Human Rights Commission and its partners.”
Doctors without borders (MSF) says medical organizations supporting the Ministry of Health should increase supply of anti-malarial drugs to states in the western part of the country.  

MSF says since the beginning of this year more than 60,000 people have been treated for malaria mainly in Warrap, Western Equatoria, and Northern Bahr el Ghazal states. 

MSF Project Manager in Aweil, Renee Madrolle, says Northern Bahr el Ghazal is the most hit, with women and children most affected. 

Renee Madrolle: “Aweil has been severely affected by malaria this year. MSF in Aweil has since the month of June 2014 treated nearly 30,000 patients for malaria with more than 2,500 being hospitalized. We feel that there is a need for other actors to work as well on this issue and to try to mobilize treatment and support for the malaria treatment in the state. Patients are (mostly) children under 15 years of age and pregnant women. They are the most vulnerable and they are the most affected. Most of them they live in rural areas and they need several days to reach either healthy facility or to reach the main hospital and to be treated.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Traders in Jonglei state have threatened to go on strike over letters of credit, giving them access to hard currency. 

The government announced a credit facility of 10 million US dollars in April, to go towards rebuilding conflict affected states and enabling businesspeople purchase food items and other essential commodities for sale.

The traders in Jonglei say they have not yet received notification from the State government to collect the credit.  

They locked their shops on Friday, claiming their share of the money had been diverted. 

Muzee Ayuel Arok, a coordinator in the Jonglei State Chamber of Commerce says the state government has promised to address the issue within five days. 

Muzee Ayuel Arok: “Governor Hon. John Koang Nyuon has convinced the business people saying that he will follow up from the government of South Sudan. They will follow up and then give the money to business people. They told us to give them five days to follow up.”
The President of the Seventh day Adventist Church for the Eastern and Central African region is in Juba. 
Blasious Ruguri arrived on Sunday and is expected to meet with officials from the National and Central Equatoria State governments. 

Ruguri will also prepare for the visit of the President of the Adventist church next year. 

Ted Wilson is expected to come and break ground for the construction of a seventh day Adventist worship house in Juba. 

The church will accommodate up to 5,000 worshipers and will be built out of local collections and the church.  

Students from Gogrial West County in Warrap State have held a graduation ceremony for their university students. 
A total of 39 students graduated from the universities of Juba, Upper Nile, Bahr El-Ghazal, Rumbek and the diaspora.  
The ceremony was held in Juba and was attended by Petroleum Minister, Stephen Dhieu Dau, who urged the graduates to be job creators rather than job seekers. 

In regional news, top African business leaders have established an emergency fund to help countries hit by the Ebola outbreak.

The businessmen and women met in Addis Ababa and raised 28.5 million US dollars to deploy at least 1,000 health workers to Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

African Union chairman Dlamini Zuma says the resources mobilised would be part of a longer term programme to deal with such outbreaks in the future.
Nearly 5,000 people out of about 14,000 cases have been killed by the virus, most of them in Liberia.

And in sports, the second edition of the National football premier league kicked off in Juba and Wau over the weekend.

Four matches took place in the opening day on Saturday. 

At Juba Stadium, Villa United FC of Yambio beat Burkan FC of torit 2-nil, while Yei central and white Bull of Bor ended their match in a 1 all draw, and Black eagle of Wau beat Salam FC of Raja 3-1 and Tiger united of Kuajok managed a 3-1 victory over salam of Aweil. 
Ten teams are taking part in the tournament that ends on the 24th of this month.  

The President of the National Football Association, Chabur Guje Alei says the best players will be selected to play for the national team that will represent the country in the 2015 CECAFA tournament. 
Chabur Guje Alei: “From this tournament, we will select players to represent South Sudan in regional event which is 2014 SECAFA tournament. We urge the fans to come and support their teams from now up to the end of competitions because their support will raise the morale of the players so they can perform well, then technical committee will be able to make good selection of players to represent south Sudan as national football team.”

To end the news the once again the main stories: 
· Government and the opposition trade accusations over violations
· 700 metric tons of food aid leaves Sudan for South Sudan
· Traders in Jonglei state threaten to go on strike

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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