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Good afternoon. It’s 5pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Army reports five deaths in the latest fighting in Upper Nile State; opposition denies responsibility 

· Acting SPLM secretary general calls on party leaders to let go of the past, in the interest of peace
· Police investigate murder of former mayor of Yei River County, Cecilia Oba
The army has reported five deaths in the latest fighting in Upper Nile State.  

The SPLA earlier accused opposition forces of attacking their positions in the Dukduk area, north east of Renk town on Monday morning.  

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says the SPLA captured two opposition forces as they withdrew towards the Teboun area in Sudanese territory.  Aguer explains. 
Col. Aguer: “The SPLA lost five heroes killed in action and 21 wounded. On the side of the rebels, 24 dead bodies were counted on the ground and the SPLA were able to capture two alive. In terms of weapons captured, we got one RBG7, one PKM, one sniper rivals and 14 AKM 47 rivals. As we stated they withdrew to Teboun where possibly they may be re-grouping. We expect another attack as they did last time when they attacked SPLA the same route they came from the border with the Sudan.”
The spokesperson of the opposition military wing, Brig. Lul Ruai, denies opposition forces attacked government positions.  

Lul instead says the SPLA launched attacks in Upper Nile, Jonglei and Unity states.

Lul Ruai: “This morning, government troops attacked our forces in Dokdok and Jrebna north of Renk and bombed our troops in Tonja in Fanekang County in Upper Nile State. In Jonglei State, they bombarded our troops in Fam al- Zaraf which is the headquarter of Fangak. In Unity State, they have attacked our troops in three locations in Pariang and Rubkona and the Unity fie. That means today, they attacked our forces in five locations in greater Upper Nile and it is not true what Aguer said that our troops are attacked them. They are the ones who attacked our troops in their intention to restore areas with oil before entering into the implementation of the ceasefire agreement. "

The Acting Secretary General of the SPLM party has cautioned the party’s different faction leaders that unless they accept and correct their mistakes, it would be difficult to achieve lasting peace. 

Anne Ito told Radio Miraya that she welcomes the commitment made by the government and opposition in Addis Ababa but says genuine peace will depend on how much leaders are willing to let go of the past the past and focus on addressing issues that plunged the country into war.

Ann Itto: “The bottom line is if our people don’t want peace (and) if our leaders are not ready to accept that we have made mistakes and that mistakes are human and that we cannot change the past but we can change the future and therefore focus on addressing issues so that we have a better future, I don’t think anything can work. That is for me the bottom line. We have to accept that something somewhere went wrong and we’re responsible.  We can’t go back but we must move forward by addressing those factors that have been responsible for causing the differences but also for bringing pain into the hearts of our people.”
    

The SPLM announced today that it is preparing to send a delegation of 20 members to be led by Daniel Awet to China to receive training by the Communist Party of China. 

Police is investigating the murder of the former mayor of Yei River County.  

Cecelia Oba Tito was found dead in the Jebel area along Yei road on Sunday. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. General Henry Danima confirms the incident and says there have been no arrests made so far.  

Danima says Oba’s office manager identified as Emmanuel Lemi was also found dead in the same location. 
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Traders in Jonglei state have threatened to go on strike over letters of credit, giving them access to hard currency. 

The government announced a credit facility of 10 million US dollars in April, to go towards rebuilding conflict affected states and enabling businesspeople purchase food items and other essential commodities for sale.

The traders in Jonglei say they have not yet received notification from the State government to collect the credit.  

They locked their shops on Friday, claiming their share of the money had been diverted. 

Muzee Ayuel Arok, a coordinator in the Jonglei State Chamber of Commerce says the state government has promised to address the issue within five days. 

Muzee Ayuel Arok: “Governor Hon. John Koang Nyuon has convinced the business people saying that he will follow up from the government of South Sudan. They will follow up and then give the money to business people. They told us to give them five days to follow up.”

A campaign to address high malnutrition rates among children is ongoing in Central Equatoria State. 
Children between the ages of six months and five years are receiving nutrition supplements in centers in 16 payams. 

The campaign spearheaded by the State Ministry of Health with support from UN Children’s organization UNICEF was launched on the 16th of last month and will end on Saturday. 

Jenta Nelson, manager of the Department of Nutrition at the State Ministry of Health says up to 50,000 children across the country risk death from malnutrition. 

Jenta Nelson: “We sat down with the national Ministry of Health and UNICEF, and we said what we do because it cannot just wait until 50,000 children die. We came up with the idea of the campaign and already found during the three weeks that there are large numbers of children are malnourished. We thank God that this campaign includes all families and we sent children to treatment centers. It has been confirmed to us during this campaign that poor nutrition is widespread among children in South Sudan.”

A similar campaign is underway in Warrap State. 

More than 30 councilors from the Lainya County Legislative Council are undergoing training on local governance Act and policies. 

Participants in the training organized by Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) are drawn from the five payams in the county  
Speaking to Radio Miraya, CEPO Executive Director Edmund Yakani explains what prompted the training.

Edmund Yakani: “What triggered us to do this particular training…? You can hear the voices our people calling for service delivery (and) demanding (for) improvement of their living standards and calling for improvement of other sectors like agriculture, health and education. We, as CEPO, believe human development in the country is a collective responsibility between the citizens and their government and that’s why we designed this project to strengthen the councilors with opportunities of understanding the Local Government Act and they can use their powers and duties stipulated in the Act to contribute to the human development at the county levels.”
Acting Chairperson of Lainya County Legislative Council, Liz Elias, says the training will boost revenue collection.

Liz Elias: “County councilors can understand the linkage between executive council and customary council and the other is the county councilors engage with local revenue development and generation. This training, if at all it goes on well, these councilors will go to the ground and work with their community so that to improve revenue collection then the county will have an excess of funds to provide to the community good services.”
Similar training is also expected to be conducted in the others states.

And, Samuel Pawon is here with more local sports. 

Samuel Pawon: “Today’s premier league football matches will see Villa United take on Malakeia, while Yei Central plays Volcano at Juba Stadium. In Wau, Salam FC of Raja faces Salam FC of Abyei and Black Eagles takes on Salam of Aweil at Wau stadium. In more football news, Merikh FC has qualified for the finals of the mayor’s football cup in Juba, after a 5-1 win over Rabita last evening.  Merikh next meets Malakeia tomorrow for the finals.  In Yei, Super Star beat Easter FC 1-nil while City Stars and Future FC ended their match in a 2two-all draw.  Onto division one basketball, Black Stars won their match against Hilal by 58-51 points, while Citizens defeated Nassir by 76 – 58 pints.  Both matches were played at Nimra Talata Basketball Stadium. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news the once again the main stories: 
· Army reports five deaths in the latest fighting in Upper Nile State; opposition denies responsibility 

· Acting SPLM secretary general calls on party leaders to let go of the past, in the interest of peace

· Police investigate murder of former mayor of Yei River County, Cecilia Oba

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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