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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Relative calm returns to Duduk, a day after clashes between government and opposition forces
· Government delegation returns to Juba as opposition push for removal of Vice President position
· WFP to start distribution of humanitarian assistance to Displaced Persons in Upper Nile
Relative calm has returned to the Dukduk area in Upper Nile, a day after clashes between government and opposition forces. 
The SPLA accused the opposition of attacking their positions in Dukduk, north east of Renk town and the opposition denied the allegations. 
Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says the government forces are in control of the area.

Col. Aguer: “Since the attack of the rebels on Dukduk, the SPLA repulsed the attack and defeated the rebels and their defensive positions. The count of the rebels left dead in front of the trenches of the SPLA has risen to 34 killed. The SPLA has captured a number of weapons included 3 RPG 7, PKM Light machine gun and more than 14 AKM clatchcop. This morning, the situation is quite relatively stable SPLA is in full control of Dukduk and the surroundings.” 

The government delegation at the Ethiopia peace talks has returned to Juba for consultations.  

Speaking on state television on return, Information Minister Micheal Makuei described the latest round of talks as fruitful after the parties signed the matrix for implementing the Cessation of Hostilities agreement.

Meanwhile, the SPLM-O in the opposition is proposing the removal of the position of Vice President in the transitional government.  

The head of the opposition delegation, Taban Deng Gai, told journalists in Addis Ababa that the positions of the Vice President and the two deputies to the Prime Minister will complicate the working relations between the two principals. 

Taban further said a final peace agreement reached between the two parties should be inclusive and implementable.  

Preliminary investigations indicate that the former mayor of Yei River County was beaten to death. 

Cecilia Oba Tito and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi were found dead in the Jebel area along Yei road on Sunday. 

The bodies were found near Oba’s house that was under construction. 

Central Equatoria State Minister of Information Suba Samuel Manase says the two were last seen alive on Saturday afternoon.  

Suba Samuel Manase: “From 4pm on Saturday, nobody knew their whereabouts. Their phones were all off until they were found at around 4pm the following day. What happened from 4pm on Saturday until yesterday is a mystery. Nobody knows exactly what happened and this is what the police are trying to find out. Once they are able to conclude their investigations; that is when the people will be able to tell exactly what happened to these two people, but in the preliminary investigation, you can see that there were no gunshots. It appears they have been beaten.”

Suba says police are working round the possibility that the two were murdered in another location and the bodies were dumped near the construction site. 

Cecilia Oba Tito is a mother of two and held the positions of Yei River County mayor and Cabinet Affairs Minister in the Central Equatoria State government.

Nile Petroleum Corporation, NILEPET says it will start regular stock taking with petrol dealers, to prevent fuel shortages in the future. 

NILEPET, the commercial arm the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining has announced that supply of fuel in Juba has stabilized after a shortage last month. 

NILEPET Managing Director, Paul Adong Bith says the next consignment is expected in December. He says the corporation will work with fuel dealers to make sure there are enough stocks till then.  

Paul Adong Bith: “We believe by now the fuel situation has stabilized but we want to do more things to consolidate and keep the flow of fuel into the country smooth so that we don’t fall into the same crisis again. The marketing department of Nile Pet will liaise with petrol station owners and the key objective will be to know every day the levels of stocks in all fuel stations in Juba. That will help us plan better because if we know that, based on the demands of Juba or the whole country then we know how much to bring in for the next month.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The World Food Program, WFP, is preparing to start distribution of humanitarian assistance to displaced persons in Upper Nile State.  

Eighteen trucks transporting 700 metric tons of food from the WFP office in Sudan left Kosti on Saturday, and have arrived in Malakal.  

WFP Communications Officer George Fominyen says the food will be distributed to 45,000 people affected by the conflict, over the next one month.  

Fominyen says this marks the reopening of a vital humanitarian corridor through Sudan.

George Fominyen: “First of all, it will help expedite our response in terms of bringing assistance to people who are in urgent need, especially in parts of northern South Sudan. You know it is faster bringing in commodities through Port Sudan and down to get into these areas. If we do have access by other means using cross border movement through Sudan, it will help us in the long run to cut the amount of air operation movement which we use to supply food assistance to this part of South Sudan.”

The cross-border operation will see WFP use trucks and river barges to deliver more than 4,600 metric tons of food to feed around 275,000 people for one month in the northern parts of South Sudan.  
The Director of the State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in Lakes State is appealing to security organs to arrest people found selling food aid in the market.  

Phillip Kot Job says his office has noted sacks of grain provided by the World Food Programme (WFP) on sale to the public and has warned that any person caught selling the humanitarian assistance will face courts of law. 

One person has already been arrested after he was found with 500 bags of grain. Kot Job says the World Food Programme has also been notified.  

Phillip Kot Job: “The people of WFP have taken full note of that. I think here they will try their best and we have already tried our best in Lakes State. My advice is that I am also appealing to national, state and county security organs to see that any food from the WFP should not be sold and that anyone found selling it should be taken to court and punished.  This will give us a bad name – if we keep quiet about the sale of this food in the market it means we are also involved, which is not the case. So I mean it. I am serious that this food should not be found in the market.”
Authorities in Gogrial East County of Warrap State have raised concern about an increase in snakes in the county.  

Three people have died from snake bites in the county over the past few weeks.  

The State Information Minister, Paul Dhel Gum, says the snakes come with flood waters brought on by heavy rain.  

Gum says the public is excited to collect fish that come along with the water, but is cautioning people to stay away from water bodies in the evenings and early mornings.

Paul Dhel Gum: “This is the information we are giving our people: There are some hours they should keep away from the water and that is particularly from 6pm and 6am. These are the hours during which the snakes keep on moving around looking for their food and if the come in contact with human beings, they can easily bite human beings. We have now told our people, including payam administrators and commissioners to tell our people that they must keep away from this stagnant water from 6pm and 6am. We have lost so far three people in Gogrial East due to snake bites and two more in the same county are now under treatment in the hospital.”    

A process to review the effectiveness of state institutions has been launched in Western Bahr El-Ghazal state.  

Officials from the various state ministries and government offices up to county level are meeting in Wau over the next three days to discuss challenges faced and review service delivery to the masses. 

Launching the forum in Wau, State governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan said the meeting will also provide a clear understanding of respective roles.  

Rizik Zakaria: “We have (organized) this conference to clarify roles of all the parties. That is why we say today we have to evaluate ourselves, because the existing understanding is that government is the Governor, but we say no, the government is an institution. All of us have a role to work, to advise and to contribute to the work that is going on. The assembly enacts laws, the government implements. Who will carry out the implementation if the government is seen as being confined to the governor? There are ministers, advisors, commissioners and so, in what the executive does, every citizen has a role to play.”
A campaign to address high malnutrition rates among children is ongoing in Central Equatoria State. 
Children between the ages of six months and five years are receiving nutrition supplements in centers in 16 payams. 

The campaign spearheaded by the State Ministry of Health with support from UN Children’s organization UNICEF was launched on the 16th of last month and will end on Saturday. 

Jenta Nelson, manager of the Department of Nutrition at the State Ministry of Health says up to 50,000 children across the country risk death from malnutrition. 

Jenta Nelson: “We sat down with the national Ministry of Health and UNICEF, and we said what we do because it cannot just wait until 50,000 children die. We came up with the idea of the campaign and already found during the three weeks that there are large numbers of children are malnourished. We thank God that this campaign includes all families and we sent children to treatment centers. It has been confirmed to us during this campaign that poor nutrition is widespread among children in South Sudan.”

A similar campaign is underway in Warrap State. 

In regional news, at least 48 students have been killed in an explosion at a school in north-eastern Nigeria.  
A suicide bomber dressed as a student is believed to have caused the blast at the boys' school in Yobe state.
Police suggest the militant group Boko Haram carried out the attack.

And in sports, in the ongoing national football premier league tournament, Malakeia FC beat Villa United FC 2-1 in their game last evening at Juba stadium.

Volcano FC of Torit managed a 2-1 win over Yei Central.  
In Wau, Salam FC of Abyei beat Salam of Raja 1-nil and in the second match in Wau, Black Eagles of Wau and Salam of Aweil ended their match in a two-all draw.

To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Relative calm returns to Duduk, a day after clashes between government and opposition forces

· Government delegation returns to Juba as opposition push for removal of Vice President position

· WFP to start distribution of humanitarian assistance to Displaced Persons in Upper Nile

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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