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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines: 
· Boat capsizes on River Nile, killing nine, including women and children
· Government pushes IGAD to take action against opposition over reported violations
· Central Equatoria State legislators bid farewell to the former mayor of Yei River County

Nine people died after a boat capsized along the River Nile in Juba. 

The accident happened Monday night as the boat was departing from Juba destined for Mingkaman camp in Lakes State. 

The boat was loaded with 1,200 bags of humanitarian assistance for the IDPs.  

The cause of the accident is being investigated.   Radio Miraya Reporter Mageng Wade is in Lakes State and tells us more.

Mageng Wade: “According to a few of the survivors, the boat was occupied by 19 passengers. Among these, ten managed to swim and survive and nine lost their lives including women and children that drowned along with the food from World Food Programme that was loaded in Juba and meant to reach Mingkaman…”

The government has asked IGAD mediators to take action against the SPLM-in the opposition for reported violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement.  

The spokesperson for the government team, Michael Makuei, says the government side has reported violations by the opposition.

The government delegation is back in Juba for consultations and is expected back in Ethiopia for the next round of direct talks scheduled to start on the 25th of this month.  

The SPLM-in the opposition is proposing the removal of the position of Vice President in the transitional government.  

The head of the opposition delegation, Taban Deng Gai told journalists in Addis Ababa that the positions of the Vice President and the two deputies to the Prime Minister will complicate the working relations between the two principals. 

Taban further said a final peace agreement reached between the two parties should be inclusive and implementable.  

Meanwhile, relative calm has returned to the Dukduk area in Upper Nile, a day after clashes between government and opposition forces. 
The SPLA accused the opposition of attacking their positions in Dukduk, north east of Renk town and the opposition denied the allegations. 
Army Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer says the government forces are in control of the area.

Col. Aguer: “Since the attack of the rebels on Dukduk, the SPLA repulsed the attack and defeated the rebels and their defensive positions. The count of the rebels left dead in front of the trenches of the SPLA has risen to 34 killed. The SPLA has captured a number of weapons included 3 RPG 7, PKM Light machine gun and more than 14 AKM clatchcop. This morning, the situation is quite relatively stable SPLA is in full control of Dukduk and the surroundings.” 

The Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly is mourning the loss of the fallen mayor of Yei River County. 

Cecilia Oba and her officer manager were killed over the weekend. Radio Miraya reporter Sworo Charles Elisha was at a church service for the former mayor and now reports.

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The bodies of former Yei River County Mayor Cecilia Oba and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi were taken to All Saints Cathedral at Mobil for prayers on Tuesday. From the Church, the bodies were taken to Central Equatoria State Legislative Assembly for the Members of Parliament to pay their last respects. A Member of Parliament in the State Assembly, Mary Elias says foreign experts have been hired to help with investigations into her murder.”
Mary Elias: “The experts are from Kenya. We are waiting for what they are going to do. Oba will be buried in Kegulu – the home village of the parents then Emmanuel Lemi will be buried in Yei town.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Mary Elias describes Cecelia Oba as a person of integrity.”

Mary Elias: “Cecilia Oba was a woman of integrity. She was a woman of personal character. Cecilia Oba will never hide anything which is not correct. Even when we were in Parliament with her she would stand firm with correct information she wanted to deliver to the parliament. We will remember Cecilia Oba because she is a leader. We as women of Central Equatoria and South Sudan in general, we have lost a person.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “No suspects have been arrested in connection with the murder.  I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”
Meanwhile, civil society organizations in Yei River County, Central Equatoria Sate have held a peaceful procession to condemn the brutal murder of the former mayor. 

The activists, estimated to be hundreds in number, marched to the office of the Yei Mayor and handed their petition.  They will also deliver copies to church leaders in the county. 

Speaking to Radio Miraya the Secretary General for the Yei Civil Society Organization Forum, Dara Felix is calling for justice.

Dara Felix: “We have come here out in solidarity with the family of late Cecilia Oba and Emma informing them that educating a woman in a South Sudan to the extent of Cecilia Oba is not an easy. We are not happy about it. That’s why we must join hands as a government. Such barbaric acts must not be tolerated in a society like Yei or South Sudan. Our fear is that if nothing is done, we are nurturing extremism, we are nurturing opportunism and we are nurturing individualism which will put the future of this country at stake. That is why we have come out it is a pain we are trying to demonstrate.”

Preliminary investigations indicate that Cecelia Oba was beaten to death. 

Police are working round the possibility that the two were murdered in another location and the bodies were dumped near the construction site. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Teachers in Eastern Equatoria State have called off their strike. 

More than 3,600 primary and secondary school teachers laid down their tools last week, demanding for housing and chalk allowances. 

The Secretary for Information in the teachers union, Wani William John, says they called off their industrial action as they follow up their concerns with the State government.

Wani William: “What happened is strike by teachers in Eastern Equatoria State. These things are already resolved. We are requesting teachers in Eastern Equatoria from all counties, to resume their work right from on the sixth onwards; let them go back to their schools as normal usual they use to teach their students and pupils in the schools let them continue with their work. What we are going to see is we are going to take steps for our follow up slowly like what happened and we try to go but we didn’t complete our follow up.”   

The Director General in the State Ministry of Education, Adelio Ojina Quenty is advising the teachers to follow the correct procedures to lodge their complaints. 

Adelio Ojina: “A complaint is a complaint. In a place of work, you always make a complaint that is right, but what we are saying is the complaints have not been procedural. We want them to complain while keeping our schools running. We are just getting to examinations season and there was no reason for them to close the schools. The schools were closed illegally without coming through the Director General. He should have known it. We have resolved it and the schools are operational right now.”

The World Food Program, WFP, is preparing to start distribution of humanitarian assistance to displaced persons in Upper Nile State.  

Eighteen trucks transporting 700 metric tons of food from the WFP office in Sudan left Kosti on Saturday, and have arrived in Malakal.  

WFP Communications Officer George Fominyen says the food will be distributed to 45,000 people affected by the conflict, over the next one month.  

Fominyen says this marks the reopening of a vital humanitarian corridor through Sudan.

George Fominyen: “First of all, it will help expedite our response in terms of bringing assistance to people who are in urgent need, especially in parts of northern South Sudan. You know it is faster bringing in commodities through Port Sudan and down to get into these areas. If we do have access by other means using cross border movement through Sudan, it will help us in the long run to cut the amount of air operation movement which we use to supply food assistance to this part of South Sudan.”

The cross-border operation will see WFP use trucks and river barges to deliver more than 4,600 metric tons of food to feed around 275,000 people for one month in the northern parts of South Sudan.  
The Director of the State Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in Lakes State is appealing to security organs to arrest people found selling food aid in the market.  

Phillip Kot Job says his office has noted sacks of grain provided by the World Food Programme (WFP) on sale to the public and has warned that any person caught selling the humanitarian assistance will face courts of law. 

One person has already been arrested after he was found with 500 bags of grain. Kot Job says the World Food Programme has also been notified.  

Phillip Kot Job: “The people of WFP have taken full note of that. I think here they will try their best and we have already tried our best in Lakes State. My advice is that I am also appealing to national, state and county security organs to see that any food from the WFP should not be sold and that anyone found selling it should be taken to court and punished.  This will give us a bad name – if we keep quiet about the sale of this food in the market it means we are also involved, which is not the case. So I mean it. I am serious that this food should not be found in the market.”

In Zambia, tens of thousands of people have gathered for the funeral service of President Michael Sata.  

The country is holding a Catholic Mass at the main stadium in the Capital Lusaka. Sata died last month in a UK hospital at the age of 77.

Regional leaders are amongst those who have come to pay their respects.

Sata was the second Zambian president to die in office after Fredrick Chiluba who died in June 2011.
Fresh elections are expected to be held in January.
In sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update.
Samuel Pawon: “In the ongoing Division Two football tournament in Yambio, Bilfam FC defeated Super Star one-nil last evening at Budway Stadium, while Super Eagles beat Tahrir 3-2. In Torit, Malakia beat Kediopa United 5 -2.  Red stars won its match against Salam FC 3-1 in the governor’s football tournament. In today’s matches, Malakeia FC takes on Merikh Team in the final match of the Mayor’s Cup at Juba Stadium, while Salam is playing against Gangara Emelia at Budaway Stadium. In the governor’s tournament in Torit, Young Stars take on the Torit Super Eagles and Rabita FC plays Red bull.”
Samuel Pawon: “And, in the ongoing national football premier league tournament, Malakia FC beat Villa United FC 2-1 in their game last evening at Juba stadium, while Volcano FC of Torit managed a 2-1 win over Yei Central. In Wau, Salam FC of Abyei beat Salam of Raja 1-nil and in the second match in Wau, Black eagle of Wau and Salam of Aweil ended their match in a 2-all draw.”
To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Boat capsizes on River Nile, killing nine, including women and children

· Government pushes IGAD to take action against opposition over reported violations

· Central Equatoria State legislators bid farewell to the former mayor of Yei River County

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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