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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Government presses IGAD to take action against opposition over reported violations
· Four suspects arrested in connection with brutal murder of former Yei County mayor
· Captain speaks out after boating accident on River Nile
The government has asked IGAD mediators to take action against the SPLM-in the opposition for reported violations of the cessation of hostilities agreement.  

Information Minister and Government Spokesperson Michael Makuei told journalists that the government will communicate its position to the mediators.  

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual

Reech Malual: “The clashes reported in the Duduk area of Upper Nile State came just two days after President Salva Kiir and Riek Machar made a recommitment to stop the fighting.  Government Spokesperson Michael Makuei says the government will write to the IGAD mediators to press them to take action against the opposition for the reported violations.”

Michael Makuei: “From here we are calling upon IGAD to take necessary actions against the rebels.”

Reech Malual: “In a related development Makuei says both sides agreed that Riek Machar will be the Commander- in-Chief of the SPLA in opposition during the pre-transitional period.”

Michael Makuei: “The Prime Minister or the rebel leader will be the Commander-in-Chief of the SPLA-In Opposition during the pre-transitional period which 90 days (three months).”

Reech Malual: “Makuei says the government insists on non-executive powers for the prime minister, opposed to proposal by the opposition who say the prime minister must have executive powers.  Peace talks are scheduled to resume on the 25th of this month in Ethiopia.  Three technical committees handling the implementation of the cessation of hostilities, economics, and security leave before hand for consultations.  I am Reech Malual reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
Four suspects have been arrested in connection with the murder of the former mayor of Yei River County, Cecilia Oba. 

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka says the suspects were arrested in Juba. He says police is searching for more suspects. 

Monday Enoka: “There is very comprehensive investigation  going on in this matter under the supervision of the Commissioner of Police in Central Equatoria State, Maj. General Henry Danima. All the experts in investigation and police CID are deployed at the disposal of the State Police Commissioner to apprehend the criminals and bring them to book. So far, four suspects have been detained for investigation and the investigation is progressing. Actually, we hope that this investigation will be completely accomplished in a successful manner to bring the culprits to justice.”

Cecilia Oba and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi were found brutally murdered near her unfinished house in the Jebel area, along Yei road last weekend.  

Meanwhile, foreign experts are in the country to assist with investigations into the murder.

The experts from Kenya will assist Police to establish who killed Cecilia Oba and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi.

The Captain of a boat that capsized on River Nile says the accident happened after the boat made a sharp turn and hit an island.  

Dut Machur Lueth and his turn boy are being held by authorities in Mingkaman in Lakes State for investigation. 

The Monday night accident left nine people, including women and children, dead. 

Lueth and the turnboy were among 20 survivors who swam ashore.  The Captain says he was given directions by his turnboy.  

Dut Machur Lueth: “When we arrived, my turn boy said he knew the route because he used to use it in the past. He told me to turn right straight ahead. The boat was loaded with UN items; about 1200 bags of maize.  There were also 29 passengers; nine died and 20 survived – including myself.  The cause of accident was that corner I was told to take.  I was not used to the route but I was told to take it, but it was not the right way to go.” 

The boat carrying 29 passengers was loaded with 1,200 bags of maize flour meant for IDPs in Mingkaman camp in Lakes State.  

The administration at the University of Juba says a shortage of staff is affecting its operations. 

The University Vice Chancellor, Prof. John Akech says they need at least 14 million pounds to be able to recruit the staff required. 

The university has reopened for a new semester after a 4 month break. Vice Chancellor Akech explains more.  

Prof. John Akech: “One of the major things is that this university used to have over 650 academic staff when it was at its full capacity. After independence, that number dropped drastically, then it rose a little bit but we are still hovering around 300, which means we actually running at half of our capacity. The colleges also don’t have many administrators like registrars and administrative assistants. Colleges are actually lacking staff so that you will find one or two people struggling to process the results. Processing the results was one of the things that delayed the academic opening.”

Prof Akech says the administration is also reviewing the colleges and programs offered to students. 
The Vice Chancellor says the university rules and regulations will also be reviewed. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) has stressed the need to increase the quality and quantity of humanitarian assistance to people affected by the conflict. 

The aid organization has released a report saying the humanitarian response has been robust, but much still needs to be done especially as fighting continues and the rainy season comes to an end. 

IRC Regional Director for Horn and East Africa Kurt Tjossem says attention needs to be paid to people outside UN protection of civilian sites. 

Kurt Tjossem: “We wanted to highlight the situation for the citizens in South Sudan as well as regarding the South Sudanese refugees outside the mission complex. We felt that the situation is dire in that the needs of the vast majority of the population are insufficiently being met. The number of the displaced population is nearly two million, of which a quarter of them are outside the country. The situation that they are stuck in, particularly the displaced, is very dire indeed, especially with regards to the ongoing conflict.”

The IRC warns that the crisis could place the country in a hopeless cycle of aid dependency, ethnic slaughter and sexual violence.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
About 15 Traffic Police officers are undergoing training on how to guide traffic flow following the installation of new traffic lights in Juba.  

The officers will spend two days learning how to manage the traffic and direct motorists. 

The new lights installed over the weekend have caused some confusion among motorist. 
Justin Tata Elisama is a senior urban planner in Juba City Council.

Justin Tata Elisama: “The confusion you are talking about is because the setting is standard in a way that whether you are going towards Gudele or you are coming from Gudele or you are going towards Bilfam the setting is the same but eventually the setting will be done according to the number of vehicles which direction they are going and this will also be part of this studies. In transportation planning, there is what we call peak time and that is usually during the rush hours in the morning when everyone wants to get to work. Those are the times where adjustment of the traffic lights has to facilitate quick and efficient flow of the traffic, and this is what the training is also covering. We are training our traffic police officers to regulate that specific moment.”
The Western Equatoria State Minister of Education says the state ministry is to benefit from a capitation grant to boost education. 

Peya Michael Phillip says starting next academic year, the state will receive $30,000 every year as a contribution from donors to improve the quality of education and boost enrollment in schools. 

Phillip says the state will use some of the money to recruit teachers and build five primary schools. 

The Minister says the amount of money received is based on the number of students enrolled.

Peya Michael Phillip: “The calculation is very simple – the more children you have in the schools, the more money you get; the less children, the less money. The more money you get, the greater the opportunity to improve the school environment. That is number one. Now, I am urging every school to make sure that they report on the money they have received and to make sure they have a plan for the money that they will receive and what they need to do actually is to mobilize more children to school.”

A looming famine is threatening the lives of more than 12,000 displaced persons in Akoka County, of Upper Nile State.  

County Commissioner Daniel Yior says food distributed by the World Food Programme two months ago has run out.  

Yior is calling for more assistance to be provided to the IDPs, especially those in Rohm payam.  

Daniel Yior: "IDPs who came from Palit and Malakal are now in Rohm payam and since their arrival the World Food Programme Organization gave them twice the initial quota of food. That was in June and they said it’s for 15 days, and after three months they came with a quota for 30 days. We are now approaching two months without anything. IDPs’ conditions, especially concerning food, are very bad. Some people do not have salaries, not even have their relatives working in the government."
The World Food Programme this week received 700 metric tons of food to feed 45,000 people affected by conflict in Upper Nile.  

In a related development, the Akoka County Commissioner says the road linking the County to Malakal needs repair. 

Daniel Yior says the poor state of the road makes it difficult for traders to bring in commodities, causing a scarcity of goods and high market process.  

Communities of the Greater Tonj area in Warrap State are set to hold a peace conference to resolve communal clashes and sectional disputes amongst communities.  

The five-day ‘Greater Tonj Community Conference’ is expected to take off on the 15th of this month, and will bring together communities from Tonj North, Tonj East and Tonj South counties.  

The Secretary General of the Organizing Committee, Morris Mabior Awukjok, says the participants will meet in Tonj County, to address several challenges. 

Morris Mabior Awukjok: “This conference aims to address so many challenges that are related to insecurity in the area …, to community development programmes … and to the social welfare of the community. Insecurity will actually be the top agenda among the other agenda that are going to be discussed because we are approaching the dry season whereby our people will be driving their cattle to Tonj where they graze their cattle and this is where always insecurity arise.”

Awukjok is part of a two-man delegation that has traveled to Aweil, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State to mobilize support and finances for the conference.  

He says the Government of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State has donated 20,000 pounds towards preparation for the conference. 

Morris Mabior Awukjok: “This 20,000 South Sudanese pounds is a great pledge to the people of Tonj so that they should support themselves with it in terms of fuel because prices are flaring up in the area and there is completely no fuel in Wau and in Kuajok. We came and got that support from the government of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State and now I can see that we will get about 20 drums of fuel. It is a great support from the government of Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State.”

In regional news, Mali has confirmed its second death from Ebola. 

Officials say a nurse who treated a patient from Guinea is now under quarantine.   

Last month a 2 year old girl died from the disease in Mali. 
The death toll from the outbreak stands at nearly 5,000 people.

And in sports, the executive committee of the Confederation of African Football meets today to decide the new venue or venues for the Africa Cup of Nations after Morocco pulled out over Ebola fears.  

The regional body expelled Morocco from the tournament following its decision.

The CAF committee says it has received "some applications of national associations confirming their desire to host the competition".

The Africa Cup of Nations tournament is set to take place from 17 January to 8 February.  

To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Government presses IGAD to take action against opposition over reported violations

· Four suspects arrested in connection with brutal murder of former Yei County mayor

· Captain speaks out after boating accident on River Nile

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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