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Good morning. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· Six injured in an aerial attack in Upper Nile
· Interior Ministry clarifies on Reports of Police deserting their positions in Rumbek

· East Coast Fever outbreak reported in Lakes State
The army is reporting an aerial attack on a civilian area in Upper Nile State. 

SPLA spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says an antonov plane dropped bombs in Khor Tumbak in Maban County, wounding six civilians. 

The army spokesperson accuses the Sudanese Armed Forces of carrying out the assault.  

Col. Aguer: “Yesterday, on 12 November 2014, an antonov plane of the Sudanese air forces bombed Khor Tumbak area in Maban County in the Upper Nile State, wounding six innocent civilians. The SPLA General Command condemns these acts which do not reflect the co-existence between the two countries. Despite security agreements between the two countries, these things continue to happen.”
Earlier this month seventeen people were wounded in a similar attack in Raja County, Western Bahr El-Ghazal state.  

In Unity State, the Caretaker Governor says the security situation there is relatively calm.  

Joseph Nguen Monytuil says there has been no fighting between government and opposition forces over the past few days. 

Monytuil has welcomed the agreement made between President Salva Kiir and opposition leader Riek Machar in Addis Ababa this week.  

Nguen Manytuil: “There is a relative calm after the 29 October attack by the rebels. The state now is calm and there has been no other violation so far. We hope that with the recommitment to the cessation of hostilities that they have just signed two days back… If they stick to that agreement that will wonderful and will create conducive atmosphere for the peace negotiation the processes that are taking place in Addis Ababa.”
The last clashes between the SPLA and the opposition in Unity State were reported on the 29th of last month.  

The Ministry of the Interior has clarified on reports of police deserting their positions in Lakes State.  
Sections of the media reported this week that police personnel had withdrawn from their bases in Rumbek, where they had been deployed to quell inter-communal clashes. 

The reports cited poor relations with host communities.  

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka however says the personnel leaving are civilian youth who had been recruited to support operations of the organized forces in the area.  

Monday Enoka: “I want say this is categorically not true. The police in Lakes State are on the ground and in their positions. What I can actually explain is that there were civilians who were mobilized by the other organized forces to come and support the police in their efforts to maintain security. It is these people who have now started to go back to their previous places from where they were mobilized. They are not actually the police; the real police are in their positions carrying their national duty. I want to clarify this information. It is not the police who have withdrawn.”

Hundreds of students displaced by conflict in Jonglei are continuing their studies in an internally displaced people’s school recently opened in Juba. 

The school in the Konyokonyo area has enrolled 500 students.  

The school’s Director, Nyang Booth Shok, says the students will be eligible to sit the final secondary school examinations.  

Shok notes there are several challenges facing the students and their teachers. 

Nyang Both: “We as teachers face many challenges for example housing. Sometimes because there is none, most teachers live with their relatives. Students also suffer from the problem of transportation. These are all the challenges facing us and the state did not restrict but cannot process housing for students and teachers until peace. This is my message across Miraya FM to the government of the South Sudan and the states of Jonglei and Upper Nile and Bentiu.”

Distribution of food assistance to communities in Renk County, Upper Nile State is expected to start today. 

Trucks loaded with food relief for thousands of people affected by conflict arrived in Renk this week.   

The items are part of a relief consignment transported from the World Food Programme office in Khartoum to assist communities in northern parts of the country. 

Renk County Commissioner Lual Deng Chol says distribution will start tomorrow to communities in Al Daba, Majack, Dukduk and Jerbanna.
Lual Deng Chol: “A number of trucks arrived from Sudan via Juwda border cross point carrying food items almost 20 trucks reached the northern parts of Renk County. We received four trucks in Renk and the food items will be distributed tomorrow after registration of the displaced people who were forced to flee the areas of Al Daba, Majack, Dukduk and Jerbanna. In September, the items included edible oil, lentils and sorghum.”
The World Food Programme this week announced the arrival of 7,000 metric tons of food aid through the northern humanitarian corridor as one month rations for communities in the north of the country. 

Persons with disabilities are drawing attention to their challenges, with a call on the government to protect their rights. 

They have released a report urging the government to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to amend the transitional constitution to reflect their needs. 

In a symposium held in Juba, the persons with disabilities also called for more scholarship opportunities. 

Augustino Longulo is the Secretary General of the Association for the visual Impaired. He says the report will serve as a tool to fight for their rights. 

Augustino Longulo: “This document is a very important tool for persons with disabilities to fight for their rights. The theme of this symposium was “War increases disability – stop war” and we passed a number of resolutions. We passed about nine resolutions which are contained in this report which we are launching.”
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The wife of a Member of Parliament arrested in Lakes State is demanding access to her husband.  

Teresa Nyawan Ayom, wife of Marik Nanga says she has not heard from the MP since he was detained more than three weeks ago. Ayom says she wants justice for her husband.

Nyanawan Ayom: “What I want from the government…? Since (24 October) till now, we haven’t heard the voice of my husband and we don’t know where he. We don’t know exactly the whereabouts of Hon. Marik and Honorable Makur. What I can say as a wife is I am not a politician but what I want, the husband is my husband I am the wife. I need my husband to be brought back. Let them bring him back to see justice.”
MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East Counties respectively were detained on the 24th of last month allegedly on the orders of the Caretaker Governor. 

The Lakes State government has not commented on the arrest.  

Still in Lakes State, an outbreak of east coast fever has been reported in Awerial County.  
Authorities there have imposed movement restrictions on all livestock including cows, goats and sheep to stop the disease from spreading.  
Awerial County Commissioner Deng Tong says the restrictions are also in place to prevent communal clashes.  
Tong says the International Red Cross Committee is conducting a mass vaccination campaign against east coast fever and foot and mouth disease.  Tong explains. 

Deng Tong: “About month ago, we had serious of outbreak of east coast fever. It has even gone to the extent of causing communal fights because cows are moving randomly and some individuals wanted to protect their cows from those which are infected. It has gone to the point where people fought for the first time in Awerial County. The youth from cattle camp fought till we lost three people. We have hundreds of thousands of cows and separate of the county, so it is not easy to contain cattle camps from moving. At the same time, it is not easy to contain people bringing their cattle to the market to come and sell but as we talk now, the ICRC on the ground with medicine.”
Cross border trade and movement has resumed between communities in Amongpiny Payam in Rumbek Central County in Lakes State and Panyijar County in Unity State.  

This comes just days after authorities from both counties met and resolved to address cases of insecurity reported. 

Panyijiir County commissioner, William Nyuon Jok says trade and movement have started.

Amongpiny payam in Lakes State is hosting thousands of IDPs who fled insecurity in Unity State.

Youth in Magwi County in Eastern Equatoria state have raised concern over increased cases of domestic violence in the area.

Oyet James, a youth leader in the county says six cases, including some killings have been reported in the county over a period of one year. 
Oyet attributes the increased cases to alcohol consumption and unemployment among the young people. 
He calls on the county authorities to offer more support in order to enable creation of awareness among the community members.

Oyet James: “Our appeal goes to the government at the county and state level to lobby for us some non-governmental organization which will sensitize for us communities – the youth group and the women groups. The chiefs have actually the need for sensitization, but they cannot have the ability to do this sensitization financially. That is our biggest problem, which we always face here. We don’t have actually finance to go down to the boma level and the villages.”

In regional news, Doctors without Borders (MSF) is to host the first clinical trials for a possible Ebola treatment.  

Medical staff will use two drugs from a World Health Organization (WHO) shortlist, as well as blood and plasma therapy also endorsed by the WHO. 

The trials will be held in three MSF Ebola treatment centers in West Africa. 

The aim of the trials is to keep the patients alive during the critical first 14 days of the illness.

In Sierra Leone, hundreds of health workers at an Ebola clinic in have gone on strike.

They say the government has failed to pay them an agreed weekly hazard payment of 100 US dollars. 
The money was due to be paid in addition to salaries the staff receive from medical charity MSF, which runs the Ebola clinic.
The district medical officer says the staff will be paid on Friday for the first two weeks of November.
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a wrap up:
Samuel Pawon: “White Bull was thrashed 9-nil by Malakia FC in the ongoing national football premier league tournament in Juba. The day’s second match between Villa United of Yambio and Yei Central FC was postponed after a power outage.  The match has been rescheduled for today. In Wau Group, Tiger United of Kuajok beat Salam FC of Abyei  1-nil, while Salam FC of Aweil secured a match point with a 3-nil win over El Salam FC of Raja. Onto the divisions football tournament, where Salam FC beat Gangara Emelia FC  4-2 at Budaway Stadium and Ekwa FC and Okongo Team ended their match in a 2-all draw. In a division two game in Kuajock, New Nation beat Jamus FC 2-nil while Gazala won its match against Real Black 2-1. In the Governors Tournament in Torit, Kenite FC defeated Hose United 2- nil while Hilal FC and Kuku Stars ended their match in a goalless draw. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news the once again the main stories: 
· Six injured in an aerial attack in Upper Nile

· Interior Ministry clarifies on Reports of Police deserting their positions in Rumbek

· East Coast Fever outbreak reported in Lakes State

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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