	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Friday, November 14, 2014


13 November 2014

Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Six injured in aerial attack in Upper Nile
· Interior Ministry clarifies on Reports of Police deserting their positions in Rumbek
· Wau mayor chairs crime task force, following brutal rape of two women in Wau town
Six civilians have been injured in an aerial attack in Maban County, Upper Nile State.

Army spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says an antonov plane dropped bombs in Khor Tumbak, a largely civilian populated area in Maban. 

Aguer accuses the Sudanese Armed Forces of carrying out the assault.  

Col. Aguer: “Yesterday, on 12 November 2014, an antonov plane of the Sudanese air forces bombed Khor Tumbak area in Maban County in the Upper Nile State, wounding six innocent civilians. The SPLA General Command condemns these acts which do not reflect the co-existence between the two countries. Despite security agreements between the two countries, these things continue to happen.”

Earlier this month seventeen people were wounded in a similar attack in Raja County, Western Bahr El-Ghazal state.  
The Minister of Petroleum and Mining says its dealings with oil companies are transparent and to the benefit of the people of South Sudan.  

Dhieu Dau made the comments while meeting with the Special Representative for the UN Secretary General, Ellen Margrethe Løj.  

During the closed meeting, the two discussed a recent report by non-profit group Global Witness, questioning the government’s dealings with Star Petroleum Company. 

Speaking after the meeting, Dau said he briefed the UN Head of Mission on the country’s oil sector.  

Dhieu Dau: “We talked about the overview of the oil and mining sector. We have given her the current status of the oil production now and the future plans that the government of South Sudan is planning on how to utilize this resources for the interest and benefit of the people of South Sudan.” 

The UN Special Representative, Ellen Margrethe Løj once again called for an end to the conflict, to allow the people benefit from the country’s rich resources. 

SRSG Løj: “South Sudan has been blessed by God with so many resources and I can only hope once again that the guns can be silent and a political settlement will be reached so that the people of South Sudan can fully benefit from the resources the country has been given. I was particularly interested in listening to the minister’s explanation of the state of the oil production today and the prospect for the future providing we have a settlement for the political crisis.”

Global Witness in its report last month accused the government of having ‘secret dealings’ with Star Petroleum Company for the Block E concession in Greater Bahr el Ghazal.

The Ministry of the Interior has clarified on reports of police deserting their positions in Lakes State.  
Sections of the media reported this week that police personnel had withdrawn from their bases in Rumbek, where they had been deployed to quell inter-communal clashes. 

The reports cited poor relations with host communities.  

Police Spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka however says the personnel leaving are civilian youth who had been recruited to support operations of the organized forces in the area.  

Monday Enoka: “I want say this is categorically not true. The police in Lakes State are on the ground and in their positions. What I can actually explain is that there were civilians who were mobilized by the other organized forces to come and support the police in their efforts to maintain security. It is these people who have now started to go back to their previous places from where they were mobilized. They are not actually the police; the real police are in their positions carrying their national duty. I want to clarify this information. It is not the police who have withdrawn.”

The Equatoria Youth Council has condemned the murder of the former mayor of Yei River County. 

Cecilia Oba and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi were found brutally murdered near her unfinished house in the Jebel area, along Yei road last weekend.  

Oba and Lemi will be laid to rest today at their homes in Kegulu and Yei town respectively.

Simple John, President of the Equatoria Youth Council, is urging the government to bring the culprits to justice.

Simple John: “We are condemning the recent killing of Cecilia Oba and her office manager. The youth of Equatoria are calling upon the government of South Sudan and the organized forces at large to carry out the necessary investigations and bring the culprits to face justice. We are again calling upon the police to protect the civilians and their properties because we got our independence to enjoy peace not to turn against others.”
A fall in crime levels has been reported at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile State.

In the recent past, there have been reports of skirmishes amongst the internally displaced people (IDPs) in the camp.  

UN Police Upper Nile State Advisor Allan Sangoroh says the number of criminal incidents have gone down over the past three months. 

He is appealing to the displaced people seeking safety at the site to embrace peace. 

Allan Sangoroh: “I wish to appeal to everybody who is under protection of the United Nations to remember the reason we are here. We are here because we need protection, and we need peace. Any acts that threaten peace, any act that lead to violation of any other person, should be avoided.”

Currently, both the Peace and Security Council and the UN Police are working tirelessly towards peace and reconciliation among the IDPS.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A task force has been formed in Western Bahr el Ghazal to sensitize citizens about crime. 

The team, headed by the mayor of Wau town, was formed following the rape and murder of two girls in the state capital early this month. 

Wau Town Mayor Arkangelo Anyar says suspects have been arrested in connection with the incident.

Anyar is calling on citizens to remain calm till the law takes its course.  

Arkangelo Anyar: “The girl that died was working in a place of business near Negli. After finishing her work, she was going home, but was caught up by these criminals. More than eight people raped and killed her. They were arrested and after investigations, one witness was found out to be the owner of the house where the late was found.”

A forum called to review the effectiveness of state institutions in Western Bahr el Ghazal has ended in the state capital Wau.
Among the many resolutions passed, participants resolved to centralize the state tax system, deploy more police to the counties and offer more training to the government workforce.
They also resolved to construct four boarding schools, establish juvenile courts and engage youth in more programs.  

Speaking at the closure, State Governor Rizik Zakaria Hassan called for more transparency and accountability in government offices.  
Rizik Zakaria: “The only ministry that talks about revenue is the Ministry of Finance and even this ministry talks about taxation only. All the eight ministries did not talk about revenues. It is a challenge. Now the three counties we have, not even one county told us that they have brought money. We need salaries and services. These are challenges. How do we overcome them if we do not collect our revenues and channel them to one box to resolve our challenges? On my side, I think this forum has succeeded for many reasons. It brought together all the leaders in the state, and about 20 papers were presented. The resolutions and recommendations presented are the responsibility of all.”

Persons with disabilities are drawing attention to their challenges, with a call on the government to protect their rights. 

They have released a report urging the government to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to amend the transitional constitution to reflect their needs. 

In a symposium held in Juba, the persons with disabilities also called for more scholarship opportunities. 

Augustino Longulo is the Secretary General of the Association for the visual Impaired. He says the report will serve as a tool to fight for their rights. 

The wife of a Member of Parliament arrested in Lakes State is demanding access to her husband.  

Teresa Nyawan Ayom, wife of Marik Nanga says she has not heard from the MP since he was detained more than three weeks ago. Ayom says she wants justice for her husband.

Nyanawan Ayom: “What I want from the government…? Since (24 October) till now, we haven’t heard the voice of my husband and we don’t know where he. We don’t know exactly the whereabouts of Hon. Marik and Honorable Makur. What I can say as a wife is I am not a politician but what I want, the husband is my husband I am the wife. I need my husband to be brought back. Let them bring him back to see justice.”

MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East Counties respectively were detained on the 24th of last month allegedly on the orders of the Caretaker Governor. 

Two deaths have been reported and more than 70 patients are receiving treatment for tuberculosis in Awerial County, Lakes State. 

Gadic Kot Apiu is a Head Nurse with a religious based organization ‘Arkangelo Ali’, which is currently providing treatment to the patients.

Apiu says the rise in cases was reported over a period of one month. 

Gadic Kot Apiu: “So far I have 78 patients right now on treatment. Two patients died. Some are suffering seriously, some are now okay. Some who were not moving when they were brought here are now moving. They appreciate the work of triple AAA. Most of the drugs I have received are from the UNDP Global Fund and all heads department are involved on how TB is prevented.”
The Northern Bahr el-Ghazal State government is cleaning up its government data bases to make room for unemployed youth.

The State’s Labour Minister, Luol Mawien Dut, has instructed all the ministries, commissions and county administrations to report vacant posts for advertisement.

Dut says the move is to foster development and create opportunities for the young. 

Luol Mawien Dut: “The reason behind why we need to get the vacant posts is that we want to employ the youth. We need to make job opportunities for our youth who graduated from the universities to get opportunities to work with government. That is why now we are going to recall all our youth in Aweil or outside the state in Juba or outside the country to come back and work with the government of Northern Bahr El-1`Ghazal State.”

The Minister says non-governmental organizations and private companies operating in the state will also be required to employ qualified youth in accordance with a recent circular released by the national Ministry of Labour in Juba.

In regional news, Doctors without Borders (MSF) is to host the first clinical trials for a possible Ebola treatment.  

Medical staff will use two drugs from a World Health Organization (WHO) shortlist, as well as blood and plasma therapy also endorsed by the WHO. 

The trials will be held in three MSF Ebola treatment centers in West Africa. 

The aim of the trials is to keep the patients alive during the critical first 14 days of the illness.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with a wrap up:

Samuel Pawon: “White Bull was thrashed 9-nil by Malakia FC in the ongoing national football premier league tournament in Juba. The day’s second match between Villa United of Yambio and Yei Central FC was postponed after a power outage.  The match has been rescheduled for today. In Wau Group, Tiger United of Kuajok beat Salam FC of Abyei  1-nil, while Salam FC of Aweil secured a match point with a 3-nil win over El Salam FC of Raja. Onto the divisions football tournament, where Salam FC beat Gangara Emelia FC  4-2 at Budaway Stadium and Ekwa FC and Okongo Team ended their match in a 2-all draw. In a division two game in Kuajok, New Nation beat Jamus FC 2-nil while Gazala won its match against Real Black 2-1. In the Governors Tournament in Torit, Kenite FC defeated Hose United 2- nil while Hilal FC and Kuku Stars ended their match in a goalless draw. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”

To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Six injured in aerial attack in Upper Nile
· Interior Ministry clarifies on Reports of Police deserting their positions in Rumbek
· Wau mayor chairs crime task force, following brutal rape of two women in Wau town
You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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