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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The headlines:
· Cargo plane crashes in Jonglei, killing two. 

· Analyst warns against foreign intervention in the country’s affairs
· Petroleum Ministry defends dealings with Star Petroleum Company
A plane has crashed in Jonglei State.  Two people, believed to be crew members, are confirmed dead. 

Jonglei State Information Minister Judy Jonglei confirms the accident and says the cargo plane was carrying non- food items from Juba to Panyagor of Twic East County when it came down.  

Jonglei says one person survived the crash.  

Judy Jonglei: “One person survived and two others died. We have not got full information about how many people were there but in all in all only the crew was in the cargo plane taking the non-food- items to Panyagor of Twic East County. He lost control at the airstrip and the cargo plane divided into pieces and one crew member who was behind survived.” 
A political analyst says the government and the opposition should reach a solution to the conflict to avoid foreign intervention in the country’s affairs.  
Luka Biong, the Director of Center for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba, was reacting to a strong caution from regional IGAD grouping warning that it would be forced to weigh in, if fighting continues.  
Biong says both parties should reach a deal through homegrown suggestions rather than expose the country to foreign intervention.

Luka Biong: “The implication is that it is within the interest of the people of South Sudan for the warring parties to find South Sudanese solutions rather than exposing our country to intervention. Intervention, by all standards, is not in any way good for any nation and it is going to be insinuation to the people of South Sudan that the African Union and the IGAD are intervening in our country. It is a big international call for the people of South Sudan, especially the warring parties, to come together and to agree and to avoid any intervention by any foreign forces to our country.”
The Minister of Petroleum and Mining says its dealings with oil companies are transparent and to the benefit of the people of South Sudan.  

Dhieu Dau made the comments while meeting with the Special Representative for the UN Secretary General, Ellen Margrethe Løj.  

During the closed meeting, the two discussed a recent report by non-profit group Global Witness, questioning the government’s dealings with Star Petroleum Company. 

Speaking after the meeting, Dau said he briefed the UN Head of Mission on the country’s oil sector.  

Dhieu Dau: “We talked about the overview of the oil and mining sector. We have given her the current status of the oil production now and the future plans that the government of South Sudan is planning on how to utilize this resources for the interest and benefit of the people of South Sudan.” 

The UN Special Representative, Ellen Margrethe Løj once again called for an end to the conflict, to allow the people benefit from the country’s rich resources. 

SRSG Løj: “South Sudan has been blessed by God with so many resources and I can only hope once again that the guns can be silent and a political settlement will be reached so that the people of South Sudan can fully benefit from the resources the country has been given. I was particularly interested in listening to the minister’s explanation of the state of the oil production today and the prospect for the future providing we have a settlement for the political crisis.”

Global Witness in its report last month accused the government of having ‘secret dealings’ with Star Petroleum Company for the Block E concession in Greater Bahr el Ghazal.

Authorities in Upper Nile say security arrangements have been put in place to allow residents of Malakal town to return to their homes. 

Acting State Governor Awer Dau Agany is encouraging civilians seeking safety at the UN Protection of Civilian site to leave the camp. 

Agany says State security organs are providing security for all civilians in the town.

Commissioners from Jonglei and Lakes States have met in Mingkaman to discuss relations between the displaced communities in Mingkaman camp and their host communities. 

The commissioners of Bor, Duk and Twic East counties and Awerial County agreed to put in place measures to curb cattle theft and encourage good social relations. 

Dau Akoi Jurkuc, Twic East County commissioner says the meeting will foster peaceful co-existence between the two communities. 

Dau Akoi Jurkuc: “The purpose of the invitation was two issues: The first one was communal because we have IDPs from Greater Bor who have some special issues like how to cope with the situation here with host community. That was the first one. The other one is the humanitarian issues. These are the two purposes for which we came here. We talked about the relationship between the IDPs and the host community. We find there are some issues, so we talked to our people that they should cooperate with administration here in Awerial. Theft of the cattle was a major issue we found and they raised it. We told this to the authorities of the area; urging that it should be stopped. These are the things we found as major issues. The other issues were minor.”
The Council of the States says it is waiting for communication on the arrest of two Lakes State Members of Parliament. 

MPs Marik Nanga Marik and Isaac Makur Buoc representing Rumbek North and Rumbek East Counties respectively were detained on the 24th of last month allegedly on the orders of the Caretaker Governor.  

The MP representing Lakes State in the Council, James Magok Ater, spoke to Radio Miraya. He is questioning the procedure of the arrest.  

James Magok Ater: “Up to now, the charges have not actually been given to the Speaker of State Legislative Assembly, so one can say it is a total violation of the constitution because to arrest an MP, you have to request the lifting of immunity from the Speaker and after that you arrest them or any of them. If they are caught red handed, then there is no point of asking the Speaker and the MPs have actually to face the law. There is nothing clear up to now – whether they have committed crime or they have caught red handed.”
The Deputy Governor, Santo Domic, was contacted but referred the matter to the State Governor. 

MP Marik Nanga’s wife has made a plea for her husband’s release. 

A fall in crime levels has been reported at the UN Protection of Civilians site in Malakal, Upper Nile State.

In the recent past, there have been reports of skirmishes amongst the internally displaced people (IDPs) in the camp.  

UN Police Upper Nile State Advisor Allan Sangoroh says the number of criminal incidents have gone down over the past three months. 

He is appealing to the displaced people seeking safety at the site to embrace peace. 

Allan Sangoroh: “I wish to appeal to everybody who is under protection of the United Nations to remember the reason we are here. We are here because we need protection, and we need peace. Any acts that threaten peace, any act that lead to violation of any other person, should be avoided.”

Currently, both the Peace and Security Council and the UN Police are working tirelessly towards peace and reconciliation among the IDPS.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A polio vaccination campaign has been launched at the protection of civilian site in Bentiu, Unity State. 

UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Health Organisation are administering the vaccines to all children under the age of 16 years.  

WHO Consultant Simon Asare says the three-day campaign targets 30,000 children at the site. He explains the importance of the exercise. 

Simon Asare : “Polio is a disease that is preventable in our communities so the only way we can prevent our children from having polio is to immunize them against it. We have vaccines that are potent enough to prevent these children from getting polio once they immunized against (the disease).”

The UN site in Bentiu is currently accommodating up to 49,000 people.  

A task force has been formed in Western Bahr el Ghazal to sensitize citizens about crime. 

The team, headed by the mayor of Wau town, was formed following the rape and murder of two girls in the state capital early this month. 

Wau Town Mayor Arkangelo Anyar says suspects have been arrested in connection with the incident.

Anyar is calling on citizens to remain calm till the law takes its course.  

Two deaths have been reported and more than 70 patients are receiving treatment for tuberculosis in Awerial County, Lakes State. 

Gadic Kot Apiu is a Head Nurse with a religious based organization ‘Arkangelo Ali’, which is currently providing treatment to the patients.

Apiu says the rise in cases was reported over a period of one month. 

Gadic Kot Apiu: “So far I have 78 patients right now on treatment. Two patients died. Some are suffering seriously, some are now okay. Some who were not moving when they were brought here are now moving. They appreciate the work of triple AAA. Most of the drugs I have received are from the UNDP Global Fund and all heads department are involved on how TB is prevented.”
In regional news, Burkina Faso leaders have agreed on a transitional government to return the country to civilian rule and prepare for elections.  

The framework was agreed upon after talks between political, military and civil leaders.

Under the charter, an interim president will be chosen by a special college composed of religious, military, political, civil and traditional leaders. The president will then name a prime minister to appoint a 25-member government.

The army took power after President Blaise Compaore was forced to resign on 31 October amid mass protests. 

And in sports, Villa United FC of Yambio and Yei Central FC ended their national premier league match in a three-all draw last evening at Juba Football Stadium.

The draw leaves Villa FC with 4 points and Yei Central FC with two.  Today there will be 4 matches; in Juba, table leaders Malakia FC takes on Volcano FC, while White Bull faces Villa United.  At the second venue in Wau, Black Eagles take on Salam of Abyei while Salam Raja play against Tiger United of Kuajok.
To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Cargo plane crashes in Jonglei, killing two 

· Analyst warns against foreign intervention in the country’s affairs

· Petroleum Ministry defends dealings with Star Petroleum Company

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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