	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Monday, November 17, 2014


17 November 2014

Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.

The headlines:
· President Kiir meets with former political detainees
· SPLA reports attacks on positions in Nasir, opposition denies responsibility
· Greater Tonj peace conference opens in Kuajok
President Salva Kiir has returned to Juba after meeting the former political detainees in Uganda.  
President Kiir met with Pagan Amum, Rebecca Nyandeng, Kosti Manibe and the other former SPLM party detainees.  

The weekend meeting in Kampala was at the invitation of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, as part of efforts to reconcile factions within the SPLM party. 

Speaking to journalists at Juba International Airport this morning, Akol Paul Kordit a member of the SPLM Political Bureau said the discussions were promising. 

Paul Kordit: “We met the former SPLM former detainees to discuss how the crisis can be addressed in our country. It’s worth mentioning that the meeting was good and cordial and I would therefore of behalf of the SPLM leadership like to assure the membership, the people of South Sudan and the entire region that the SPLM leadership is fully committed to peace and to see to it that the suffering of the people is brought to an end and the war affected communities are reconciled. We are optimistic and hopeful that peace is around the corner and for sure the nightmare of war and conflict will come to an end and this country will one time be at peace with itself and enjoy prosperity.”

The army is reporting fresh attacks on its positions in Nassir, Upper Nile State.  

SPLA spokesperson Col. Phillip Aguer says opposition forces fired artillery shells last night. 

Col. Aguer: “Positions of our forces came under artillery fire yesterday by the opposition forces of Riek Machar in Al Nasir town but the SPLA forces repulsed the assault and are now in full control of the area. The situation is now calm. Machar forces yesterday tried to cross the canal but again, our forces prevented them from that attempt.”
Spokesperson of the SPLM-O military wing, Brig. Lul Ruai denies opposition forces carried out the attack. 

Lul says they received instructions from opposition leader Riek Machar not to engage in fighting with government forces.

Lul Ruai: “No. No, I do not have any information on this. This is new information for me. Throughout this week, I have had no information about the attacks and since we signed the agreement, we have received further guidance from our leader not to fight or to attack sites EP and this is our position, but if the government forces attacked our forces in this case, we will defend ourselves."
The World Food Programme (WFP) is calling for more donor support to feed up to 500,000 South Sudanese and Somali refugees in northern Kenya. 

Starting Sunday, the WFP cut food rations to the refugees in Dadaab and Kakuma camps by up to 50%, because of a funding shortfall.  

WFP Communications Officer George Fominyen says the cut in food rations will last 10 weeks.  

George Fominyen: “The cuts start with the distribution cycle beginning on 16 November. The refugees will be receiving a food ration of 1050 calories per day, which is 50 per cent decrease in their daily intake. If we don’t have any indication of further contributions from donors, we would expect to reduce these rations till the end of January 2015. We understand that there are competing humanitarian needs around the world. We realize that budgets are tight but nonetheless, we must call for more funding so that we can work with the office of the UNHCR to meet the urgent needs of these vulnerable people who have no other means of support.”
Shortages of fuel have been reported in parts of Juba.  

Over the weekend queues of motorists could be seen lining up at some petrol stations.  

Reech Malual took a tour of the town and is here with more

Reech Malual: “Shortages begun Friday through Sunday with gradual improvements noted this morning. I saw motorists and motorcycle riders, some even carrying jerrycans in queues for both diesel and petrol.  Nile Petroleum Company (NilePet), which is responsible for the fuel supply in the country, has been reportedly quoted to have ordered a consignment of fuel from neighboring Kenya to ease the shortage. Stocks were refilled last week, but I could see there were still a few noted hiccups at some petrol stations through the weekend. The apparent scarcity has forced prices up, especially on the black market where dealers line the roads with small bottles for sale. Nile Petroleum has warned that the practice is illegal, but action is yet to be taken against the dealers.  I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Western Bahr el Ghazal State governor, Rizik Zakaria Hassan has advised students to take on courses that are relevant to the current needs of the country.  

Rizik made the comments at the closing of a two-day career fair in the state capital Wau.  

More than 200 participants, including students, teachers and administrators from across the state, attended the fair.  

The Governor also assured the students of the government’s commitment towards supporting technical institutions.

Governor Rizik: “We need teachers for technical education – these are the things we need. Our call to our students is that you should focus on the situation of your future; you should not study something that is not relevant to our situation. The same thing we say to the Ministry of Education to direct students to the directions that will serve Western Bahr El-Ghazal State, because if you allow them to go on their own, in the future we shall have a lot of graduates in the fields the state is not in need of.”
The career fair was organized by the State Ministry of Education with support from the UN Children’s organization, UNICEF.  

Thelma Majela, UNICEF Representative, said the event was organized to expose students to different career paths.  

Thelma Majela: “Sometimes our children go to schools, but they do not know really understand why they are going to school. They reason why we are doing this is to make education relevant so that our children can stay focused, knowing that there are so many careers they need to prepare themselves for. We want our children to know that there are many careers beyond a teacher. The nation of South Sudan needs many other people in health, engineering, technology and in positioning the localization programme for South Sudan.”
Members of the South Sudan Bar association today start the electoral process for new office bearers.

The process starts with the registration of candidates vying for posts. 

Registration of applicants opens today and ends on Friday, before elections are announced.  
The bar association is the body that supervises the work of advocates across the country. It also supports training for lawyers.
A peace conference for the Greater Tonj region is underway in Kuajok, Warrap State. 
The five-day conference is being attended by chiefs and leader from Tonj North, Tonj South and Tonj East as well as participants from neighbouring Lakes and Western Bahr el-Ghazal States. 

The conference is discussing inter-clan conflicts and calling for reconciliation among rival border communities.  

It was opened by the Presidential Advisor for Decentralization, Tor Deng Mawien, on Saturday. 

In regional news, political and military leaders in Burkina Faso have chosen a civilian interim President.  

The country’s former foreign minister, Michel Kafando, has been selected to lead the country until elections are organised next year.  

Kafando was chosen by a special panel composed of religious, military, political, civil and traditional leaders. 

The 72-year-old was one of four possible candidates for the post, including two journalists and an academic. 

Lt. Col. Isaac Zida, who declared himself head of the West African state since the resignation of Blaise Compaore last month, has pledged to hand over power to a civilian authority.

The Nigerian army says it has recaptured the north-eastern town of Chibok from Boko Haram militants.
The town was seized by Boko Haram militants on Thursday last week, before it was retaken in a joint operation by the army and a large number of members of a local vigilante force over the weekend.

There are reports of many Boko Haram members being killed in Sunday's raid.

Boko Haram fighters kidnapped more than 200 schoolgirls from Chibok village in April.

And in sports, as the national football league tournament enters its next round, table leaders Malakia FC suffered a 4-2 loss to Yei Central at Juba stadium on Sunday evening. 

Despite the loss, Malakia with 9 match points move onto the next round of the tournament set to start this Thursday.

Malakia head coach, Ramzey Sabit says the 4-2 loss was part of their playing strategy. 

Ramzey Sabit: “You see football is lose and win. Secondly we entered this match like normal training. We told the players this match is a training session, no tough play so to avoid getting cards that can affect us in the next round. We played the match just like a friendly match. You can see we gave rest to most of first scoring players. We told them not to take this match seriously because we are playing on 20th in the second round in Wau. Malakeia did not play to win and they did not put any effort – if Malakeia really wanted to win, we could beat this team easily.” 

In other matches, Volcano FC beat White Bull 2-nil in Juba, while in Wau, Salam of Aweil beat Salaam Abyei 5-nil. 

To end the news the once again the main stories:
· President Kiir meets with former political detainees

· SPLA reports attacks on positions in Nasir, opposition denies responsibility

· Greater Tonj peace conference opens in Kuajok

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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