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Good evening. It’s 5pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news.

The headlines:
· Petroleum Ministry says government is in full control of oil fields in Unity State
· Nine killed and more than 1000 head of cattle stolen in Lakes State
· Khartoum government and SPLM-North rebels make progress in peace talks
The Ministry of Petroleum and Mining says the government is in full control of all oil fields in Unity State.  

In a meeting with Norwegian Ambassador Tone Tinnes in Juba, Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau informed the ambassador that oil production was at a standstill in Unity State because of the ongoing conflict. 

Dau says the ministry has a long term plan to rehabilitate the fields once the conflict has ended. 

Former Presidential Advisor Rebecca Nyandeng says a recent meeting between President Salva Kiir and the former political detainees in Kampala is a positive step towards improving party relations.  

Nyandeng led a delegation of the former detainees, also known as the G-10, which met with President Kiir in Uganda over the weekend at the invitation of Uganda President Yoweri Museveni.  

In an exclusive interview on Radio Miraya, Rebecca Nyandeng said it is important for the people of South Sudan to seek efforts to unify the party. 

Rebecca Nyandeng: “It is very important because the unity of the party SPLM and the unity of the people of South Sudan are very important. If the people of South Sudan to see their leaders united, then people can rally behind them, but if the party is for months divided, then it will not be easy to the people. They will not know what their leaders are doing. Every time, even during the struggle, we have been for peace and all of us are for peace. If there is genuine peace coming from the government of South Sudan, all of us are for peace – colleagues, brothers and sisters.”
A spokesperson for the SPLM, Akol Paul, shares the same sentiments.  Akol says the party doors are open for reconciliation. 

Akol Paul: “The doors are open to all members of the SPLM who for one reason or another left the party leadership. We would like to reconcile and to reunite so that we focus on the ultimate goal for which we established the SPLM. We formed the SPLM to liberate the people of South Sudan, establish this republic and invest in the people as well as the country, human infrastructure and physical infrastructure. This is the ultimate goal so that we are a prosperous and democratic South Sudan.”     

At least nine people have been killed in three separate cattle raids in Yirol West and Rumbek East counties of Lakes State. 

In Yirol, five people were murdered and more than 1,600 cows were raided. 

Yirol West County Commissioner Majak Ruei Kulang says tensions are still high in the affected communities. 

Majak Ruei Kulang: “They raided 60 heads of cattle and then they killed three people and left three wounded on 13 November. On 15 November, they also went to a place called Anyigong, where they raided 1603 cattle, killed two people and left three wounded. These are two consecutive incidences which occurred in the area of Mapuordit. It is now five people dead and six wounded and they are now admitted in Mapuordit Hospital.”
Meanwhile in Rumbek East, another four people were killed in what is suspected to have been a revenge attack.

Madit Malual is the Director of Rumbek East County.

Madit Malual: “Last week’s cattle raided left 158 cattle raided and in Wunabyei, 103 cattle were raided yesterday and people got killed. Billing has been attacked three times and the raiders took 130 cows. There is nothing been recovered. People came again in Akot to burn houses. When there is a problem like cattle raiding, government (should) always decide to apprehend the culprits who went there. This is the way things should be done.”
Madit is calling on authorities of two counties to sit down and find solutions to the persistent raids. 

Four medical officers in Tonj South, Warrap State, have been arrested in connection with the death of a patient in a private clinic.  

The three men and one woman are being investigated over allegations that they administered a fatal drip to a patient who received treatment at the United Clinic. 

The owners of the clinic were charged 31,000 pounds as compensation to the victim’s family.  

The owner of the clinic, Charles Duku, is questioning why the medical officers continue to be held after payment of the compensation.  

Charles Duku: “The clinic is called United Clinic in Tonj. In June, there was a patient taken to the clinic there but when he was assisted by a drip, he died and the four people were taken to prison (and are there) till now. They were charged 31,000 South Sudanese pounds, but after payment of this money the detainees are not yet released till now.”

Tonj South Police Commissioner Joseph Mayen says the case is still being handled by judicial officers, but is expected to be resolved later this week.

Joseph Mayen: “I went to the Judge, but the parents of the late said they want to be compensated with cows. Now they are waiting for the judge to release the money so that they go and buy the cows because it is not intentional killing.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
A group of women activists has returned from an exchange visit to Rwanda, where they had gone to gain more knowledge on how to increase the participation of women in governance and democratic processes.  

The women under the South Sudan Women’s Empowerment Network spent one week in Kigali, exchanging ideas with their Rwandan counterparts. 

The women plan to create a regional gender working group to serve as a platform in the Constitutional Review Process.  

Sarha Abeja, an administrator with the South Sudan Women’s Empowerment Network, says they selected Rwanda because of its history of conflict and the progress it has made in mainstreaming gender in development issues. 

Sarha Abeja: “We came up with this idea because we saw that promoting gender equality and women participation in the constitutional and democratic process in South Sudan will not work if we leave the few women in the parliament alone and forget about the importance of the women at the grassroots or if we leave the civil society alone to push the women issues because it will looks like this is the women civil society agenda. For us to achieve gender equality in South Sudan, women have to work together. Women have to bridge that bond between the women at the decision-making and the women at the grassroots.”      

More than 63 per cent of parliamentarians in Rwanda are women, representing the highest number of women in a national parliament worldwide.

Training of the first batch of blood donor recruitment volunteers has opened in Juba.  

The volunteers are being trained on how to mobilize the community and inform them on the importance of blood donation.  

After the two-day training, the volunteers will be dispatched to communities to educate the people on blood donation with an aim of increasing donations from voluntary donors.  

Dr. Awut Turuk Deng is the Medical Officer National Blood Transfusion Service in Juba. 

The training was organized by the national Ministry of Health, the National Blood Bank and the South Sudan Red Cross, with support from the World Health Organisation.

The body of a man who has been missing for two weeks has been discovered in Lakes State. 

The man identified as Simba Juma was found murdered in a forest in Wulu County.  

Wulu County Commissioner Benjamin Akol Muorwel says the motive behind the killing is not clear, although it is suspected that he was the victim of a road side robbery along the Mvolo-Wulu road.   

In regional news, peace talks between the Sudanese government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - North (SPLM-N) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia have been adjourned to allow both sides to study proposals made by the mediators. 

Negotiations are aimed at ending the conflict in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states where government troops have been battling SPLM-N rebels.

Speaking to the press yesterday, the Sudanese government’s chief negotiator, Prof. Ibrahim Ghandour says the groups have moved closer to peace than they have ever been.

Prof. Ibrahim Ghandour: “We came with open hearts and minds in order to conclude peace in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states in order to stop the miseries of our people – of old men and women; of children who are suffering. This is not only in the two areas – every Sudanese is paying the price of war. Again, as a responsible government, we will do our best to achieve peace in the other areas.”

SPLM-N Chief Negotiator Yaser Arman says they are ready to work with the government for a strong nation.   

Yaser Arman: “There is a great opportunity and there is a great chance for Sudanese to build their country on equal citizenship, social justice and democracy. This council avails itself in the national constitutional dialogue and we are ready and we are committed in the SPLM North and the Sudan Revolutionary Front, the SRF, to work with you, to make things happen in Sudan and we believe we are on the right track.”

The eighth round of talks between the government and SPLM-N began last week. Negotiations are expected to resume in the coming days.

And in sports, the first round of the national football premier league came to an end last evening in Wau, with table leaders Tiger United of Kuajok ending their game in a goalless draw with Black Eagles of Wau at Wau main stadium.  

Both teams have qualified for the next round on point basis.  The second round of games begins this Thursday in Wau
To end the news the once again the main stories:
· Petroleum Ministry says government is in full control of oil fields in Unity State

· Nine killed and more than 1000 head of cattle stolen in Lakes State

· Khartoum government and SPLM-North rebels make progress in peace talks

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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