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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 
The headlines: 
· 15,000 South Sudanese refugees to be relocated to a new camp in Ethiopia
· Petroleum Ministry says government is in full control of oil fields in Unity State
· Police hunt for prime suspect in the murder of former Yei Mayor
UN refugee agency UNHCR has begun the relocation of 15,000 South Sudanese refugees who have been stranded for several months at a way station in western Ethiopia.  

UNHCR says the group had been on its way to a refugee camp in the Gambela region but was unable to complete the journey due to flooding.

The first group of 125 people is due to arrive at an alternative location, the Pugnido camp, which is already accommodating some 45,000 mainly South Sudanese refugees.

Karin De Gruijl is a spokesperson for UNHCR in Geneva.

Karin De Gruijl: "There are currently more than 191,000 South Sudanese refugees in the Gambela region and different camps, since fighting in South Sudan started in December last year . They are coming from Upper Nile in Jonglei states in South Sudan."  

Ethiopia currently hosts over 600,000 refugees mainly from South Sudan, Eritrea and Somalia.

Meanwhile authorities in Unity State say that health and humanitarian conditions are deteriorating across the state.

Deputy Governor Col. Mabek Lang Mading told Radio Miraya that markets are not functioning as the majority of roads have been blocked by heavy rains and flooding. 

Mabek says many humanitarian organizations have also left the state following recent fighting between the government and opposition forces.

Deputy Governor Mabek Lang Mading is calling on the parties to reach peace agreement as soon as possible.

Mabek Lang Mading: “We are calling upon our brothers who have taken guns against the state to come back and accept peace as we are. Government is actually to negotiate and there has been there a lot of compromise so that peace will come to our people. (The) people who are suffering now are the people of Unity State (more) than the people of other states, so we want peace to come to our state so that our children, our mothers our elderly people will enjoy peace.”
The Deputy Humanitarian Chief of the United Nations is expected in the country today. 

Kyung-Wha Kang is scheduled to visit communities affected by the conflict and floods in Bor and Pibor counties in Jonglei State. 

Ms. Kang will also meet with government officials, local authorities and humanitarian partners to discuss ways to strengthen disaster response and find sustainable solutions for affected communities. 

She is also scheduled to visit Ethiopia and Kenya as part of a regional tour. 

The Ministry of Petroleum and Mining says the government is in full control of the oil fields in Unity State.  

In a meeting with Norwegian Ambassador Tone Tinnes in Juba, Minister Stephen Dhieu Dau informed the ambassador that oil production was at a standstill in Unity because of the ongoing conflict. 

Dau says the ministry has a long term plan to rehabilitate the fields once the conflict has ended. 

The Norwegian government, which has a wide experience in petroleum and mining, has offered support in the form of capacity building to the South Sudanese mining sector.
Women activists are calling for the appointment of a high level gender advisor on the government and opposition peace delegations to represent women’s views. 

Rita Martin, Executive Director of the Eve Organization for Women Development, says women should play a more prominent role as both sides get into the later stages of the negotiations.  

Martin says they have made a similar request in the past. 

Rita Martin: “In April, we actually raised the point that we want to see a high level gender advisor or a mediator at the top level. Up to now, it has not been realized and we are reaching the final stages of the peace process. This will ensure that all the voices that women are raising from the grassroots get to the highest level and finally into the final peace agreement – that is why we are calling very seriously on IGAD, the international community and the two warring parties to grant this request that a high level gender advisor be appointed.”
The Political Parties Women Network for Peace wants the government to provide more security for women. 

The female politicians made the call following recent attacks against women, including the murder of the former mayor of Yei River County and the rape and murder of two young women in Western Bahr el-Ghazal.

As Sworo Charles reports, the women say more needs to be done to protect women.

Sworo Charles: “The ladies of the Political Parties Women Network for Peace released a statement strongly condemning acts of violence against women and calling on the government to hold perpetrators of such acts accountable. They say the public dignity of women must be respected.  Betty Sunday is a member of the network’s steering committee and a member of the SPLM party. Reading a statement on behalf of the ladies, Sunday condemned the recent murder of Cecilia Oba and her office manager.”

Betty Sunday: “We totally condemn the violence against women all over South Sudan. We also condemn in the strongest term the heinous murder of sister, colleague and political icon Cecilia Oba Tito together her office manager. We, Women of Political Parties Network for Peace totally condemn the violence against women all over South Sudan. We call upon the national and state governments to bring the criminals to book and allow the course of all law to take place.”

Sworo Charles: “Speaking on the rape and murder of two young women in Wau, Sunday urged security personnel to bring the suspects to book.  She said the rape is an attack on all women.”

Betty Sunday: “What happens in the rest of the states pains us as women. When my sister is raped there, it seems that I am the one who has been raped. That is why we are now outside and we are condemning this because it is going on routinely. This is not the first time. It is going on continuously. We want the government to pay attention to what is going on in the country. We are not happy as women.”

Sworo Charles: “The Political Parties Women Network for Peace is a grouping of women politicians from more than 10 political parties. I am Sworo Charles Elisha for Radio Miraya news.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Police is hunting for a prime suspect wanted in connection with the murder of the former mayor of Yei River County. 

Last week Radio Miraya reported four suspects were in detention. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Henry Damina says the person believed to have one of the main executors of the murder is still on the run.  

Henry Damina: “One prime suspect is still on the run. We are looking for him. We are doing all possible to bring the perpetrators to justice. We have gone even further than that. As I said, we have arrested and we are still investigating. I repeat that this is a delicate case. A criminal case is so delicate that we don’t reveal the details of what we are doing because it will jeopardize the investigation and in the course of the investigations if anything is revealed about any other suspect we will still have to look for them.”  

Former Yei Mayor, Cecilia Oba and her office manager Emmanuel Lemi were found murdered and dumped at her property along Yei road in Jebel ten days ago. 

At least nine people have been killed in three separate cattle raids in Yirol West and Rumbek East counties of Lakes State. 

In Yirol, five people were murdered and more than 1,600 cows were raided. 

Yirol West County Commissioner Majak Ruei Kulang says tensions are still high in the affected communities. 

Majak Ruei Kulang: “They raided 60 heads of cattle and then they killed three people and left three wounded on 13 November. On 15 November, they also went to a place called Anyigong, where they raided 1603 cattle, killed two people and left three wounded. These are two consecutive incidences which occurred in the area of Mapuordit. It is now five people dead and six wounded and they are now admitted in Mapuordit Hospital.”

Meanwhile in Rumbek East, another four people were killed in what is suspected to have been a revenge attack.

Madit Malual is the Director of Rumbek East County.

Madit Malual: “Last week’s cattle raided left 158 cattle raided and in Wunabyei, 103 cattle were raided yesterday and people got killed. Billing has been attacked three times and the raiders took 130 cows. There is nothing been recovered. People came again in Akot to burn houses. When there is a problem like cattle raiding, government (should) always decide to apprehend the culprits who went there. This is the way things should be done.”

Madit is calling on authorities of two counties to sit down and find solutions to the persistent raids. 

In regional news, Police in Kenya have arrested about 100 people after a woman was attacked for dressing indecently.  

The woman's clothes were torn off and she was assaulted and paraded along a road in the capital Nairobi. 

She is the second woman to be accosted over her dressing.  

A video of another woman being assaulted for wearing a mini skirt went viral on social media last week.

In sports, I am joined by Samuel Pawon with an update.

Samuel Pawon: “Freedom Boys FC won its match against Mokongo United FC 3-1 last evening in the ongoing division’s football tournament. The match was played at Buduwe Stadium in the Division Two championships. In Kuajok, Nassir FC beat Tahrir FC by one goal to nil at the freedom square. Results from the governor’s tournament in Torit show Malekia FC beat Torit United FC by one goal to nil. Today, Rhino FC takes on Gangara Emelia FC, while in Kuajok, Eagle FC faces Kuajok city and in Torit, Hilal FC is playing Young Stars. Samuel Pawon, reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
To end the news once again the main stories: 
· 15,000 South Sudanese refugees to be relocated to a new camp in Ethiopia

· Petroleum Ministry says government is in full control of oil fields in Unity State

· Police hunt for prime suspect in the murder of former Yei Mayor

End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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