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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· President Kiir in Cairo with high power delegation to discuss issues of bi-lateral interest
· UN Head of Mission responds to claims that UNMISS is sheltering opposition elements
· Tough penalties for motorists who disrespect Juba traffic lights

President Salva Kiir is expected in Cairo Egypt today, on a three-day working trip.  

Our reporter Sani Martin is in Cairo to cover the visit. 

Speaking live on the Miraya breakfast show this morning, Sani Martin told us the President is traveling with a delegation of ministers and government officials to discuss issues of mutual interest between the two countries.  

Sani Martin: “We are expecting the President to lead a high level delegation of close to 100 people and government officials from South Sudan, including ministers. They are expected to arrive here later on in the day. Basically the visit is expected to center around agriculture, electricity, water and irrigation, education and health among others. These are the key areas where the some of these South Sudanese ministers will meet to discuss with their counterparts here in Cairo. Also, the President will be meeting his counterparts to discuss issues to do with bilateral relations.”
The ongoing conflict has caused an alarming impact on wildlife in the country.  

Phillip Chol Majak, the Director General of National Wildlife Service says big numbers of elephants, giraffes and antelopes have been hunted for meat, by both opposition and government forces.  

Makaj is calling on both sides to protect the country’s wildlife resources. 

Phillip Chol Majak: “People used to fight wars in other countries, but they kept their resources. It is very unfortunate that southerners they fight and resort to killing wildlife. My message to both the rebels and government side is, why not keep our resources of wildlife for the benefit of coming generations?” 

The Upper Nile State Legislative Assembly is expected to reopen for business tomorrow (Friday). 
This is the first time the state assembly will sit since the crisis broke out in December.  
The Speaker of the assembly, Joseph Deng Faraj, says the assembly lost nine members who are believed to have crossed to the opposition.  

Deng Faraj: “We are here now to open this assembly and to deliberate on the budget and to work with our people to mobilize them. The assembly will be opened next Friday and then the budget will be presented to the assembly for discussion and endorsement.  We lost nine members of this assembly.  The rebellion took nine others with them, the remaining are 28 or 30 MPs.”
In its first order of business, the Upper Nile MPs are scheduled to discuss next year’s state budget.

The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General in South Sudan has responded to claims that opposition soldiers are living in UN Protection of civilian sites. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya this morning, Ellen Margrethe Loej said the camps contain ex-soldiers from both sides of the conflict; however when they enter the camp they are disarmed and their uniform is removed. 

She says the camps are for civilians and anyone found to be continuing to fight will be refused entry to the sites. 

SRSG Loej: “I have no doubt that in the Protection of Civilian sites there are many people who support the opposition, or that there are many who are former soldiers, who defected from the army - that’s a fact. But we are not accepting anybody in the camp with a military uniform. We are not accepting anybody in the camp with arms. We are doing regular weapons sweeps to make sure that the civilian character of the camp is upheld. If people go out of the camp, to join the fighting and we get to know about it, we will not readmit them”.  

She also noted that any arms confiscated from people wishing to enter the Protection of Civilian sites will be destroyed. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The first ever national conference for women with disabilities has opened in Juba. 

The two-day forum has brought together women from across the country to discuss ways of pushing for equal rights and more representation. 

The MP representing persons with disabilities in the Uganda Parliament, Florence Nayiga, is one of the facilitators. 

Nayiga says there must be political will for the rights of persons with disabilities to be respected. 

Florence Nayiga: “Persons with disability in South Sudan may have all the will, may struggle all the way, but if there is no political will – good political will – we may not be able to achieve much. Yes, you have to come up and I encourage you to really work hard as fellow women with disabilities, but we need the political will, whereby the decisions are made, where our Minister stands and says we are coming up with the budget, but where is that portion, the budget line for people with disabilities? Help us we need affirmative action to be lifted from where we are to come to this level so we can compete.”
The undersecretary in the national Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Esther Ikere, says organisations must provide space for persons with disabilities. 

A new campaign to help victims of gender based violence access medical and counselling services is to be launched next month. 

The campaign will be rolled out  in Northern Bahr El-Ghazal, Western Bahr El-Ghazal , Central Equatoria and Lakes states. 

Pamela Tuiyott is a Senior Women Protection and Empowerment Manager at the International Rescue Committee. 

She says the campaign aims at helping survivors speak out so that they can get support they need through stakeholders in their communities.

Pamela Tuiyott: “The respect and respond campaign is a campaign that has been developed together with partners – both women’s organizations and international organizations and the government. The campaign really looks at how to promote the idea of supporting survivors to seek services. It looks out at key stakeholders, for example elders, women, and other women supporting survivors but also the police supporting the survivors to seek either medical services or any other services the survivor needs.”  

The Education and Youth ministries have made a commitment to secure safe learning zones for children.  

The two ministries have signed a communique to ensure children across the country, have access to an education.  

Officials from the ministries met in Juba to discuss the challenges facing children, especially during the ongoing conflict. 

Education Minister John Gai Yoah says the government is working with partners such as UN children’s organsiation, UNICEF, to ensure there are safe learning spaces for children. 

John Gai Yoah: “The communique is a commitment of government of South Sudan through Ministry of Youth and Ministry of Education, that everywhere a child learns must be safe … every child of South Sudan irrespective of where he is, whether is in UN camp or IDP camp must get education.” 

UNICEF Regional Peace-building Advisor Neven Knezevic says provision of education would keep children away from joining armed groups. 

Neven Knezevic: “The main arguments that were put forward were the need to protect children by providing them with safe learning environments and providing adolescents and youth with constructive ways of engaging them socially so that they will not feel frustrated and idle to protect them from joining armed groups.”

Juba mayor, Christopher Sarafino Wani says motorists who do not respect the newly installed traffic lights will face tough penalties.  

Wani says the lights have been installed to ensure safe roads within the national capital. 

The mayor says Juba City Council is working with Traffic Police to come up with suitable fines, in accordance with the law.

Sarafino Wani: “We are working on serious penalties from the city council together with the traffic police. We have our by-laws and they have the traffic act. We are going to combine them because we need to have very strong laws – not only laws to punish those who do not respect, but also laws to punish people who will destroy them. We are also in the process of putting road furniture. If you have (noticed), we have started doing street naming of roads in Juba and very soon we will be having some stop signs where you have to yield. Of course with all these things that we are going to put in place, we must ensure that they are respected by law. If people do not respect them…. Regardless of who they are, we do not believe anyone is above the law.”
Meanwhile Juba authorities say they will demarcate the roads to make it easier for motorists to respect the lights. 

Engineer Justin Tata, a senior urban planning consultant says proper markings will be made on all roads to guide motorists which lanes to follow.

Clip…………………………Tata 10
“We are in the process of marking the spot points where drivers have to stop and eventually we will demarcate the lanes and then after that we will show the arrows, so that at least if you are coming from Gudele and you are around 200m away from the seven days round about, you start making up your mind; you know which direction you are choosing to go”.

Civil society group, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) is calling on security agencies and law enforcement agencies to respect the traffic lights. 

Edmund Yakani, CEPO Executive Director, says uniformed men tend to abuse traffic regulations.  

Edmund Yakani: “Our law enforcement agents – they really misbehave. I don’t know whether wearing uniform of the law enforcement makes somebody more powerful than a normal person; I don’t know. I have realized that several times with our soldiers as people in SPLA uniform, sometimes police uniform believe they are above the law. They are mostly the people who are rushing. Sometimes even they start forcing some drivers just to violate the law because they are in hurry. So my advice to them is that how much busy are they with their convoys? Can they respect the order? This is really the demonstration of respect of an order and these lights tell us that we should feel we are not above the law.”

In sports, Ngok football club of Abyei has signed on a new coach.  Beiong Jok Kual has been given a five- year contract, taking over from Bior Albino. 
Chairman of the club, Machar Mangom, says the administration of the second division side decided to change coaches, after their poor performance last season.  
In an event to unveil the new coach, Mangom said Kual, who was formerly coaching a first division team in Wau comes with strong qualifications.  

Machar Mangom: “Our new coach is called Beiong Jok Kual. He has license C from CAF (the African confederation) so we think is a qualified person to coach our team. We hope this new coach will improve the performance of Ngok team in Abyei.  We have signed the contract for five years, and from now he will be travelling on Saturday to Abyei to immediately start his duty as coach.”

And, reigning Africa Cup of Nations champions Nigeria have failed to qualify for the finals of the tournament after being held to a two-all draw with Equatorial Guinea last evening.  

Countries through to the next round include Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Congo Brazzaville, DR Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia Zambia and Equatorial Guinea as hosts.

The tournament will be played from 17 January to 8 February in Equatorial Guinea. 
To end the news once again the main stories:
· President Kiir in Cairo with high power delegation to discuss issues of bi-lateral interest

· UN Head of Mission responds to claims that UNMISS is sheltering opposition elements

· Tough penalties for motorists who disrespect Juba traffic lights

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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