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Good afternoon. It’s 3pm I am David Lukan with Radio Miraya news.
The headlines:
· President Kiir holds closed door meeting with Egyptian counterpart
· UN Head of Mission responds to claims that UNMISS is sheltering opposition elements
· Farmers in Yei reap big from coffee exports
President Salva Kiir has met with Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi in Cairo.

The closed door meeting is believed to have focused on issues of bi-lateral interest.

President Kiir is in Cairo on a 3 day working visit. 
The President traveled with a delegation of close to 100 ministers and government officials, who are expected to meet with their Egyptian officials. 

Meanwhile, South Sudan ambassador to Egypt, Anthony Luis says the fate of South Sudanese being held in Egypt in connection with various criminal activities may also be brought up for discussion.

An estimated 500 nationals are suspected to be part of criminal gangs in Cairo. At least 10 are in detention, awaiting trial. 

The SPLM is planning a party conference next week to explain to its members the government’s position at the peace talks.  

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya, Vice President Wani Igga said the different stakeholder groupings in the party including women and youth among others will convene in Juba to be briefed share their opinions on the progress of the talks.

Wani Igga: “On Monday, there is going to be a conference here – a mini one – just to respond to the current positions at the talks.  What are the current positions? There are three positions currently i.e of IGAD, the rebels and the position of the government.  So, next Monday on the 24th hopefully, we are calling different categories from the states to come there and let them us give us their opinion on what is the way forward?”

Spokesperson of the government delegation at the peace negotiations, Michael Makuei has briefed Muslim leaders on the progress of the talks. 

Makuei says the meeting was held at the request of the Muslim leaders to clarify on issues brought up during the last round of discussions.  

Michael Makuei: “Of course the aim of the meeting was to explain the government position on the ongoing peace talks in Addis Ababa and brief the delegation with the latest development especially after the IGAD 28th summit .They wanted this briefing  because they want  me to explain to them some issues which are not clear to them. That is why they came and now they are updated with what is happening and what is expected in the future.”

The Muslim community has three representatives within the faith-based stakeholders grouping at the negotiations. 

A new training manual for scouts has been launched in Juba.  The manual outlines rules, lessons and practices that can be used to mentor and provides skills to youth of the volunteer movement. 

The manual was developed by the South Sudan Scout association with support from Community based organsiation, Plan International. 

Speaking at the launch, Vice President James Wani Igga underscored the importance of the scout movement in peacebuilding. 

Wani Igga: “The first work of the scout is to bring order to the country, just like the police work and it will get rid of chaos so if all of us were scouts, I think it will be very peaceful country.”

The ongoing conflict has caused an alarming impact on wildlife in the country.  

Phillip Chol Majak, the Director General of National Wildlife Service says big numbers of elephants, giraffes and antelopes have been hunted for meat, by both opposition and government forces.  

Makaj is calling on both sides to protect the country’s wildlife resources. 

Phillip Chol Majak: “People used to fight wars in other countries, but they kept their resources. It is very unfortunate that southerners they fight and resort to killing wildlife. My message to both the rebels and government side is, why not keep our resources of wildlife for the benefit of coming generations?” 

The Upper Nile State Legislative Assembly is expected to reopen for business tomorrow (Friday). 

This is the first time the state assembly will sit since the crisis broke out in December.  

The Speaker of the assembly, Joseph Deng Faraj, says the assembly lost nine members who are believed to have crossed to the opposition.  

The Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General in South Sudan has responded to claims that opposition soldiers are living in UN Protection of civilian sites. 

In an exclusive interview with Radio Miraya this morning, Ellen Margrethe Loej said the camps contain ex-soldiers from both sides of the conflict; however when they enter the camp they are disarmed and their uniform is removed. 

She says the camps are for civilians and anyone found to be continuing to fight will be refused entry to the sites. 

SRSG Loej: “I have no doubt that in the Protection of Civilian sites there are many people who support the opposition, or that there are many who are former soldiers, who defected from the army - that’s a fact. But we are not accepting anybody in the camp with a military uniform. We are not accepting anybody in the camp with arms. We are doing regular weapons sweeps to make sure that the civilian character of the camp is upheld. If people go out of the camp, to join the fighting and we get to know about it, we will not readmit them”.  

She also noted that any arms confiscated from people wishing to enter the Protection of Civilian sites will be destroyed. 

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
Farmers in Yei County, Central Equatoria State, have shipped more than 10 metric tonnes of coffee to the global market.  

The shipment from over 3000growers is the second after another 1.6 metric tonnes exported last year. 

The farmers are being supported by American based NGO TECHNO SERVE which has an office in Yei. 

The Assistant Commissioner for Agriculture in Yei County, Edmond Gogo, says they plan to expand their farms with the export earnings. Gogo explains the secret behind the successful coffee business.

Edmond Gogo: “When they analyzed it in laboratories in Geneva, it became the best coffee in the world that is ranging from 98.8%. The quality that we maintained was right from the maintenance agronomic practices of managing coffee in the field. Secondly, during the processing methods you have to make sure it is the ready quality coffee. You maintain the level and take the consistency in actually managing the drying methods.”
Juba mayor, Christopher Sarafino Wani says motorists who do not respect the newly installed traffic lights will face tough penalties.  

Wani says the lights have been installed to ensure safe roads within the national capital. 

The mayor says Juba City Council is working with Traffic Police to come up with suitable fines, in accordance with the law.

Sarafino Wani: “We are working on serious penalties from the city council together with the traffic police. We have our by-laws and they have the traffic act. We are going to combine them because we need to have very strong laws – not only laws to punish those who do not respect, but also laws to punish people who will destroy them. We are also in the process of putting road furniture. If you have (noticed), we have started doing street naming of roads in Juba and very soon we will be having some stop signs where you have to yield. Of course with all these things that we are going to put in place, we must ensure that they are respected by law. If people do not respect them…. Regardless of who they are, we do not believe anyone is above the law.”

Meanwhile Juba authorities say they will demarcate the roads to make it easier for motorists to respect the lights. 

Engineer Justin Tata, a senior urban planning consultant says proper markings will be made on all roads to guide motorists which lanes to follow.

JustinTata: “We are in the process of marking the spot points where drivers have to stop and eventually we will demarcate the lanes and then after that we will show the arrows, so that at least if you are coming from Gudele and you are around 200m away from the seven days round about, you start making up your mind; you know which direction you are choosing to go.”
Civil society group, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) is calling on security agencies and law enforcement agencies to respect the traffic lights. 

Edmund Yakani, CEPO Executive Director, says uniformed men tend to abuse traffic regulations.  

Edmund Yakani: “Our law enforcement agents – they really misbehave. I don’t know whether wearing uniform of the law enforcement makes somebody more powerful than a normal person; I don’t know. I have realized that several times with our soldiers as people in SPLA uniform, sometimes police uniform believe they are above the law. They are mostly the people who are rushing. Sometimes even they start forcing some drivers just to violate the law because they are in hurry. So my advice to them is that how much busy are they with their convoys? Can they respect the order? This is really the demonstration of respect of an order and these lights tell us that we should feel we are not above the law.”

In sports, Ngok football club of Abyei has signed on a new coach.  Beiong Jok Kual has been given a five- year contract, taking over from Bior Albino. 

Chairman of the club, Machar Mangom, says the administration of the second division side decided to change coaches, after their poor performance last season.  

In an event to unveil the new coach, Mangom said Kual, who was formerly coaching a first division team in Wau comes with strong qualifications.  

Machar Mangom: “Our new coach is called Beiong Jok Kual. He has license C from CAF (the African confederation) so we think is a qualified person to coach our team. We hope this new coach will improve the performance of Ngok team in Abyei.  We have signed the contract for five years, and from now he will be travelling on Saturday to Abyei to immediately start his duty as coach.”

And, reigning Africa Cup of Nations champions Nigeria have failed to qualify for the finals of the tournament after being held to a two-all draw with Equatorial Guinea last evening.  

Countries through to the next round include Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Congo Brazzaville, DR Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Senegal, South Africa, Tunisia Zambia and Equatorial Guinea as hosts.

The tournament will be played from 17 January to 8 February in Equatorial Guinea. 

The tournament will be played from 17 January to 8 February in Equatorial Guinea. 
To end the news once again the main stories:
· President Kiir holds closed door meeting with Egyptian counterpart

· UN Head of Mission responds to claims that UNMISS is sheltering opposition elements

· Farmers in Yei reap big from coffee exports

End of Radio Miraya news. I am David Lukan.
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