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Good Afternoon, its 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines

· President Kiir reiterates that elections will be held next year
· SPLM-in-Oopposition to hold peace consultative conference
· At least 70% of women in South Sudan experience domestic violence
President Salva Kiir has reiterated that national elections will take place next year as scheduled.  

Speaking at a consultative peace conference in Juba, President Kiir said the vote will be held early in the year to prevent the current government from losing its legitimacy when its term of office expires in July. 
Kiir: “We must conduct elections before July next year. Anybody who wants to come and contest, let him come, and if anybody does not want to come we will do it alone. We have many parties to compete and Riek Machar is afraid of forming a new party. That’s why he is clinging on the SPLM.”

Participants at the one-day conference rejected a proposal for the creation of two armies and executive prime minister as part of a power-sharing arrangement between the government and the opposition.
Head of the government delegation at the peace talks Nhial Deng informed the participants that details of the transitional arrangement remain the biggest stumbling block to reaching a conclusive agreement.  

During the conference, the Vice Chancellor for the University of Juba, Professor John Akech, proposed the introduction of income tax as a source of revenue for the government.  Akech says the government would be able to generate as much as 20 million pounds each month through taxation of workers.
The forum attracted government officials, legislators, political parties, the civil society and the private sector. 
Just one day after the government held its consultative conference in Juba, members of the SPLM in the opposition are expected to convene in Pagak, Upper Nile for their dialogue on the peace process.  

James Gadet, spokesperson of opposition leader Riek Machar, says stakeholders and interest groups within the opposition will gather to review the peace process. Gadet says the conference will last one week. 

Gadet: “It will likely begin in the next two days and it will take a week to complete because the agenda is long, but it is within this week, that is the kick off. We will examine many issues ranging from the peace process in Addis, the Arusha initiative on intra-SPLM dialogue and also issues of governance and security arrangements.  People will come from across South Sudan. There will be representatives from youth groups, from women’s groups and people will come from the diaspora.”
Authorities in Raja County in Western Bahr el-Ghazal state are calling on residents of the area to remain calm, after reports that an Antonov plane was seen flying over the area. 

Raja County Commissioner Hassan Jallab says residents fled their homes after the plane was sighted on Monday. 

Jallab says the matter has been reported to the government. 

Jallab: “Exactly. We raised the problem to the state and we have local radio here where we announced to the people not to go to the bush and sleep outside from their homes.  Now they are back in their homes, but the plane is still flying over the county. It is horrible and the people are afraid. We are still waiting for the state to help us with any solution. We are going to send another letter to the government in Juba to find out what the solution will be exactly.”
Reports say up to 30 people were killed and 17 others injured in an aerial bombardment by a war plane in the Khor Al-Shammam village in Raja County early this month. 
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At least 70% of women in South Sudan experience some form of domestic violence.  

This was revealed by the Ministry of Gender as it launched a ‘16 days of activism campaign’ against gender-based violence.  

The Director General in the Ministry, Welfare Regina Ossa Lulo, says the figures are based on a 2010 assessment report.  
Lulo says violence comes in various forms.  

Lulo: “When we talk about gender- based violence we say at least 70 per cent South Sudan women experience violence, a slap or violence within the home, domestic violence or early marriage or forced marriage. These, when we put them all together, come to at least 70 per cent of women experiencing violence. In that, I mean even a brother sometimes slaps a sister. This happens in the homes. That is violence. So harassment, you talk hard harshly to your wife, that is violence. You should cooperate in your homes.” 

The launch of the 16 days of activism campaign coincides with the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, commemorated on the 25th of November every year.  

The 16-day campaign is used to raise awareness about gender-based violence and provide a forum to develop and share strategies on ending violence against women.
In Lakes State, a prison warden has been arrested after an inmate and a child were killed in a grenade explosion at his house in Cuiebet County. 
The warden had taken the inmate to his home to do domestic chores when the 10-year- old child set off the grenade.  

Cuiebet County Commissioner Isaac Mayom Malek confirms the incident.

Malek: “According to the investigation, that soldier took him to go and work in his house while he is accused of murdering. That small boy also went and took a hand grenade and played with it. This is where the explosion took place, so the two of them were killed by the hand grenade and one lady was seriously injured.” 

The Commissioner says the prison warden is being investigated for negligence and unlawfully taking the inmate to perform domestic labour at his home. 

Still in Lakes, gunmen have shot dead one student and wounded three others in an attack in Rumbek East, Lakes State.  

The incident at Aguarmalul village is believed to have been a revenge attack by a rival clan.  

The injured are receiving treatment at Akot hospital. 
Internally Displaced Persons in Twic East, Jonglei State, have received food, after four months of a food shortage.  

County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch says bags of assistance were air dropped on Monday morning by the World Food Programme. 

Dau says the food will benefit more than 30,000 IDPs and the host community. 

Jurkuch: “Four months without food. This community was having a lot of issues of food starvation. So this morning and last Saturday the World Food Programme responded to deliver for the community of Twic East and the IDPs from the two counties. The plane started to drop the food this morning. But the number of IDPs we have is 37,000 from the Duk County and then from the host community and the returnees from Twic East who have been coming back.”

Displaced Persons at the Protection of Civilians site in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal Stat, say they are ready to return to their homes once peace is achieved.  

The PoC site in Wau is accommodating more than 400 IDPs, mostly from Upper Nile State.  

Stephen Walau is the IDPs representative. 

Walau: “For peace, we need peace, and it is good for us whenever there is a problem. We have to go there and solve that problem together. South Sudan is a new government which needs peace and development, because we lost many lives. We don’t want the blood to be shed again.” 

The representative made the call in a meeting with the UNMISS State Coordinator in Western Bahr el Ghazal and UNMISS officials. 

In regional news
Militant Islamists have attacked a northern town in Nigeria, forcing residents to flee. 

Hundreds of soldiers and residents have fled the town of Damasak after the town was attacked by the militants, disguised as traders. 

Local officials say the militants entered the town carrying containers which they claimed were full of goods for sale when were, in fact, stuffed with AK-47 rifles.

And onto sports
The second round of games of the national football premier league continue in Wau, with two matches scheduled for the day.

In the first game, Villa United of Yambio will take on Tiger United from Kuajock.  Kickoff is at 4:30pm.  

The second match will see table leaders Malakia from Juba face the Black Eagles from Wau. That match begins at 7pm. 
To end the news once again the main stories
· President Kiir reiterates that elections will be held next year
· SPLM-in-Opposition to hold peace consultative conference
· At least 70% of women in South Sudan experience domestic violence
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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