	NEWS BULLETIN SCRIPT
	Wednesday, November 26, 2014


Good Afternoon. Its 1 pm. I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines

· UN Security Council extends UNMISS mandate
· Lakes State emerges best performing state in secondary school examinations
· Women activists want birth certificates presented before marriage

The United Nations Security Council has unanimously voted to extend the mandate of U.N. peacekeeping mission in South Sudan for another six months. 

The mandate will remain the same, focusing on the protection of civilians, monitoring and investigating human rights violations, support of the IGAD peace process and ensuring humanitarian support.
The Council has also called on UNMISS to interact more with communities to help improve its early warning and response efforts.

Presenting at the UN Security Council on Tuesday, Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon said that, given the two parties are yet to make meaningful progress at the peace talks, the mandate should remain. 

Speaking after the vote, the South Sudan permanent representative to the UN, Francis Mading Deng, said the government remains confident that a peace agreement is possible despite 11 months of violence and a number of failed cease-fires.
Mading also noted that a sustainable solution to the conflict cannot be achieved by the imposition of sanctions. 
The national Ministry of Education has released results of this year’s secondary school examinations.  

A total of 13,000 students sat the exams in June, of which 72% passed and 28% failed.

Lakes State was the best performing state with a pass rate of 82.8%, while Eastern Equatoria registered low performance with a pass rate of only 36% of the students.  

The undersecretary in the ministry, Michael Lopuke Lotiam, says girls performed better this year.

The Ministry has announced that admission into public universities will take place in December this year.

Education Minister John Gai Yoah on Tuesday announced that final results of both primary and secondary school students will be fed into a computerized data base. 

Gai said this will be the first time results will be archived in a central data bank. 
Women activists are calling on the government to put in place screening measures to guard against early marriages.  
Priscilla Joseph, chairperson of the South Sudan Women’s Agenda for Peace, says brides should be made to produce birth certificates to the ministries of gender and health before marriage, to ensure they are above the legal consent age of 18 years.  
Priscilla Joseph was speaking at the launch of the 16 days of activism campaign against gender based violence. 

Joseph: “We have seen here the marriageable age is different, the concept is different and once you have your first period you are ripe, you can be married off. We want the 18 years and we are urging that the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Gender make sure that everybody has their birth certificates so that we can really follow people up.  We are concerned because we have critical issues. The critical issues are protection and security of women and girls and freedom from sexual violence.”

Speaking at the same event, the Social Service Officer in the Ministry of Interior, Brig Gen Luka Muduria Hassan, said the protection of women and children is one of their most important programmes.   

Hassan: “Violence against women and girls are in our programme. We are against our brothers who are maiming and beating their wives over now and then.” 

In Warrap, the UN mission urged the state government to take the lead in the advocacy and protection of women rights.  
Speaking at an event to launch the 16-day campaign in Kuajok, the Acting State Coordinator, Leda Limann, called for the establishment of strong justice systems to prosecute perpetrators of harmful traditional practices that suppress women’s rights. 
The State Minister for Social Development, Victoria Tito, on her part announced a statewide campaign on gender-based violence.

Authorities of Mvolo County of Western Equatoria say two persons have been shot dead by suspected cattle raiders from neighboring Yirol West County of Lakes State. 
The incident took place in Lesi Payam, where the victims were heading toward the riverside to check their fishing nets.  
James Abdallah the Commissioner of Mvolo County, told Radio Miraya that the police have failed to capture the culprits after the latter crossed to Yirol West. 

Abdallah: “A group of cattle raiders from Yirol West arrived in Lesi and killed two people. Before the incident happened we had already deployed extra police there to maintain security for the welfare of people in that payam. Since the incident happened, the police have tried their best to pursue the criminals but with the intention that when the criminals start to escape to the side of Anok Payam under Yirol West. Our police say to capture them at the border.
The South Sudan Bar association has extended the registration process for new office bearers.  
The association is seeking candidates interested in holding executive positions within the body.  
Spokesperson for the electoral committee Peter Matthias says the process was supposed to end last Friday, but has been extended to allow more candidates to submit their applications ahead of the elections in December. 

The bar association is the body that supervises the work of advocates across the country. It also supports training for lawyers.
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In Unity State, more than 5,000 people have returned to their homes in Bentiu over the past few days.  

State information Minister Peter Makout Malual says most of the people are women and children who have left the villages where they had gone to seek safety because of a lack of food.

Malual is calling on aid agencies to provide humanitarian assistance for the returning populations.  

Malual: “In the last three days nearly 200 families returned, an approximate 5,000 people, most of whom are women and children. We gathered them in the premises of the Red Cross in Bentiu and some in the schools in the town. The numbers of the returnees are increasing daily. This is because they are facing hunger. This is the reason for their return, not because of the stable security situation. The situation is dire in the villages. We are coordinating with the UN in the registration process before any assistance is rendered to them.”

More than 40 nurses and midwives have graduated from the Catholic National Health training Institute in Wau.  

The graduates include 18 registered nurses and 24 midwives from across the country.  

Western Bahr el-Ghazal Education Minister Michael Madut says the graduates will be absorbed in the various health centers.

Madut has called on the medical personnel to exercise professionalism as they conduct their duties.

Chan: “I want every one of you to love his/her profession, because your love for the profession will allow you to progress. Increase the knowledge you have and provide this service to all the elements of the society without discrimination. Currently, Wau Teaching Hospital and all its health centers need you. I want all these number to apply to WBG and we are ready to employ you and distribute you to all the counties of WBG. In fact, you can be graduates from Equatoria. Your work is not only for the citizens of Equatoria, but for the citizens of South Sudan. You should start from WBG and then proceed to outside. ”

This is the third batch of graduates from the Catholic healing training institute after the passing out of 28 personnel in two batches in 2013. 
In regional news
At least 78 people have been killed in a suicide attack in a crowded market in Nigeria.  

Two female bombers blew themselves up in the market in Maiduguri city, the capital of Borno state.  

Witnesses say one teenage girl blew herself up first and as people gathered to help victims, the second girl detonated herself. 

No group has said it carried out the attacks, but the militant Islamist group Boko Haram is suspected. 
In sports
Villa United FC of Yambio secured a 1-nil win over Tiger United in the ongoing second round of the national premier league going at Wau main stadium.  In the second game, table leaders Malakia FC of Juba beat Black Eagles of Wau 2-nil.  

The win sets Villa up to take on table leaders Malakia tomorrow.

Villa coach David William says he is happy with his team’s performance and is confident of their next encounter with Malakia.  
William: “In fact, I am very happy for the game that we have played and our boys. Of course, they have managed at least today to play well. That is why  we have got those three points and we are hoping to do the best in the next game that we are going to play Malakeia. We have problems in the striker line and even mid field and most important is, of course, we need to train well, because we are not used to this environment and even the ground itself is not good to our boys. But, all in all, what can I say is we are going to make sure that the next game we are going to play it to the best of our knowledge.”
And the first general assembly of the National Football Association is underway in Wau.  
The president of the football association, Chabur Alie, is among 37 delegates attending the meeting.  Alie will also attend the finals of the football premier league tournament. 
To end the news, once again here are the main stories.
· UN Security Council extends UNMISS mandate
· Lakes State emerges best performing state in secondary school examinations
· Women activists want birth certificates presented before marriage
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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