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Good evening. It’s 5 pm and I am Susan Dokolo with Radio Miraya news.

The headlines:
· Speaker of the National Assembly denies misappropriating three million pounds 

· UN Security Council extends UNMISS mandate
· Rival clans from Lakes State meet to talk peace 
The Speaker of the National Legislative Assembly, Manaseh Magok Rundial, has denied involvement in a case regarding the misappropriation of the assembly’s funds. 

On the 19th of this month, the MP representing Rumbek Central, Zachariah Matur Makuer, raised an unsuccessful motion to impeach the speaker, accusing him of embezzling three million pounds meant for running business in the assembly. 

In a press conference today, Rundial denied the accusations and said he would rather resign, than be implicated in the misappropriation of public money. 

Manaseh Magok Rundial: “I had nothing to do with that money. It was in the Committee of Foreign Affairs (and) I had nothing to do (with it). I cannot reach it that I would be actually alleged to have taken the money in this assembly. I better resign if I am called a thief by the public. I can never be a thief here. We have come to correct the situation. Anybody trying to take public money… we are serious that we must make that person accountable.”
Meanwhile the Government Chief Whip in the parliament, Tulio Odongi Oyaho, says the issue is under investigation.

Odongi Oyaho: “If there is corruption or an allegation towards corruption, we investigate it as a party. We had to call the person who made that allegation to come and appear in my office and he was investigated by all the whips from the ten states and we are proceeding with that investigation (which) will come with its conclusion and we will bring all the necessary information.”
The United Nations Security Council has unanimously voted to extend the mandate of U.N. peacekeeping mission in South Sudan for another six months. 

The mandate will remain the same, focusing on the protection of civilians, monitoring and investigating human rights violations, support of the IGAD peace process and ensuring humanitarian support.

The Council has also called on UNMISS to interact more with communities to help improve its early warning and response efforts.

Presenting at the UN Security Council on Tuesday, Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon said that given the two parties are yet to make meaningful progress at the peace talks the mandate should remain. 

Speaking after the vote South Sudan’s permanent representative to the UN, Francis Mading Deng said the government remains confident that a peace agreement is possible despite 11 months of violence and a number of failed cease-fires. 

Mading also noted that a sustainable solution to the conflict cannot be achieved by the imposition of sanctions. 

The Ministry of Interior has dispatched teams to assess the work of gender protection desks at Police station across the country.

The teams will spend two weeks visiting seven states to verify whether the units are operating and how they are handling cases related to gender based violence and child protection. 

The teams will also assess the possibility of replicating the 777 emergency response services in the states. 

Police spokesperson Col. James Monday Enoka is part of the team that has travelled to Western Bahr el-Ghazal.

Col. James Monday Enoka: “There are many street boys here in Wau because they not taken care of. They get implicated in crimes like stealing and when they are arrested, it is this special protection unit that handles their cases under the title of juvenile cases. Also under age children also rape their colleagues. These cases are also handled by this unit. There are cases of adultery (and) kidnapping. These are cases we have seen. There are also a few cases of domestic violence. This is the kind of thing we want study so that strategies are put in place to take care of victims and also to protect them.”

Representatives of the Rup and Pakam clans of Rumbek Central and Rumbek North counties in Lakes State are dialoguing to find ways of stopping the cycle of revenge attacks that have led to the loss of many lives.  
The clan leaders have been meeting in Juba for the past three days to come up with a peace initiative. 
Abraham Marial Mamal is a member of Rup Community. He tells Radio Miraya the peace initiative will succeed since it has been drawn out by the people themselves.

Marial Mamal: “The initiative that we have started will work. It will yield fruits simply because we are the sons of that area and these are our people. We are volunteers; we are mere community members who are seeking for our people to be safe from all the dangerous conflict because there are so many lives that have been lost and there are so many properties (and so much) infrastructure that have also been lost. (There is) no shelter. Everybody is now considered as IDP within his area.”

William Deng Chol from the Pakam community says they will consult with youth, women and elders on how to end the inter-clan fighting.
Deng Chol: “We are ready to talk to our community. Since we are sons of that community, I hope they will sit down and listen to us. There is no fear anywhere and we have no fear of going to Rumbek and we have no fear of going to each community.  We know ourselves that we are sons and brothers to that community. Since this crisis caused many deaths, each every one of them is tired of fighting…”

The members of the Rumbek Centre and Rumbek North Peace Steering Committee will go to Rumbek and carry out 15 consultative meetings within four weeks followed by three rallies in the state capital.

You are listening to Radio Miraya news.
The national Minister of Education has written a letter to the Defence Ministry asking soldiers occupying schools to relocate, so learning can resume.  

Last week, UN Deputy Humanitarian Chief Kyung Wha Kang reported that armed groups from both sides continue to occupy schools in conflict affected states.  

In a discussion on the Miraya Breakfast show this morning, Education Minister John Gai said soldiers have left schools in all government controlled areas. 

The South Sudan Red Cross is training 10 volunteers to respond to emergencies. 

During the three-day training in Juba, the volunteers will be equipped with skills on how to dismantle and assemble mobile tents, and how to erect shelters. 

Joseph Lukak , the Red Cross branch director in Central Equatoria State, explains more about the programme.

Joseph Lukak: “The training is about a collective center which is called a “rapid deployable shelter”. This shelter has very important stages that we are engaging the volunteers in and as you have seen, this center is very important and this is used to train the volunteers so that in case of any emergency, these facilities can be used as shelters.”

The initiative is being supported by the Netherlands Red Cross.

In Unity State, more than 5000 people have returned to their homes in Bentiu over the past few days.  

State information Minister Peter Makout Malual says most of the people are women and children who have left the villages where they had gone to seek safety because of a lack of food. 

Malual is calling on aid agencies to provide humanitarian assistance for the returning populations.  

Makout Malual: “In the last three days, nearly 200 families returned. This is approximately 5000 people, most of whom are women and children. We gathered them in the premises of the Red Cross in Bentiu and some in the schools in the town. The numbers of the returnees are increasing daily. This because they are faced with hunger – this is the reason for their return, not because of the stable security situation. The situation is dire in the villages. We are coordinating with the UN in the registration process before any assistance is rendered to them.”

More than 40 nurses and midwives have graduated from the Catholic National Health Training Institute in Wau.  

The graduates include 18 registered nurses and 24 midwives from across the country.  

Western Bahr el-Ghazal Education Minister Michael Madut says the graduates will be absorbed in the various health centers.

Madut has called on the medical personnel to exercise professionalism as they conduct their duties.

Michael Madut Chan: “I want every one of you to love his or her profession, because your love for the profession will allow you to progress, increase the knowledge you have and provide this service to all the elements of the society without discrimination. Currently, Wau Teaching Hospital and all its health centres need you. I want all these numbers to apply to Western Bahr el-Ghazal and we are ready to employ you and distribute you to all the counties of the state. In fact, you can graduate from Equatoria but your work is not only for the citizens of the Equatorial region but for the citizens of South Sudan. You should start from Western Bahr el-Ghazal and then proceed to the outside. ”

This is the third batch of graduates from the Catholic health training institute after the passing out 28 personnel in two batches in 2013. 

And in regional news, Sudan's government has asked the UN-Africa Union force in Darfur (UNAMID) to shut its human rights office, the joint peacekeeping mission says.

Media reports say the move comes amid tensions over the mission's attempt to investigate allegations of mass rape by Sudanese troops in the Darfuri village of Tabit.

The authorities initially refused access to the village; when UNAMID did get there it found no evidence.

Darfur has been in conflict since 2003, when rebels took up arms.

UNAMID has a mandate to stem violence against civilians and currently has nearly 16,000 personnel deployed in the troubled western region.

To end the news once again the main stories:
· Speaker of the National Assembly denies misappropriating three million pounds 

· UN Security Council extends UNMISS mandate

· Rival clans from Lakes State meet to talk peace 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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