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Good Afternoon, its 5pm. I am Agole Alex with Radio Miraya news. 

The Headlines
· Fresh fighting reported in Jonglei

· Opposition to charter planes to ferry delegates to peace consultative conference
· Police disperse angry women protesters in Juba
Government and opposition forces have clashed in Jonglei.  

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the fighting erupted in Pangak County. 

Aguer accusing the opposition forces of attacking their positions on Wednesday. 

Col. Aguer: “There are problems in the northern part of Jonglei. The first problem is there was an attack by forces of Riek Machar in areas of Ataar since two days ago, and those attacks were repulsed – that was number one. Number two is there have been defections and fighting within a place called Al Jazeera in Panyjak in Jonglei State. We are still waiting to know the results. We cannot talk about details now.” 

Opposition spokesperson James Gadet denies their forces launched the attacks and is accusing the SPLA of firing at their positions in Pangak. He says the alleged violations have been reported to IGAD.

James Gadet: “This is very serious violation and we have already reported it to IGAD.”

The SPLM in Opposition says they will charter planes to transport their delegates to Pagak, in Upper Nile for the consultation meeting, after the UN Mission (UNMISS) declined to ferry their commanders to the venue. 

Opposition spokesperson, James Gadet told Radio Miraya that transport remains a challenge but they are mobilizing money to pay for charter planes. 

James Gadet: “Yes, this is still a challenge. Some of our delegates have arrived in the venue in Pagak, but the rest have not yet arrived, including some of our military commanders. We will find a way to get charter planes to transport them; we will try to find a way to pay for charter planes including asking our citizens supporters on the ground to contribute. We will find a way.”  

UNMISS spokesperson Joseph Contreras says they received the request to provide transport through IGAD special envoys, but will not provide aircraft because of security and practical reasons. 

Joseph Contreras: “Many of these delegates are located in areas deemed to be of extremely high risk for our pilots and the company that we contract to operate some of the flights does not permit its pilots to fly to those areas. Also in the past, the mission has been accused by both parties to the crisis of transporting personnel and supplies belonging to their opponents so we turned down the request from the Special Envoys of the IGAD regional bloc.”

The opposition delegate’s conference was meant to have started on Wednesday, but was delayed because the delegates needed transportation to the venue.
United Nations Military and Police personnel were deployed to disperse Internally Displaced Persons who clashed at the Protection of Civilian site at UN House earlier today. 

UNMISS Spokesperson Joseph Contreras says the IDPs clashed using iron bars and bamboo sticks before they were intercepted by the peacekeepers. 

Contreras says 20 IDPs were injured in the fighting that started at about 8 o’clock in the morning and went on for about 3 hours.
  

He says the fighting was sparked off by a food distribution system that was introduced to prevent food assistance from being sold on the open market. 

Contreras: “Some of the food that the WFP distributes for consumption by IDPs has been finding its way onto the open market and the introduction of these ration cards seems to have caused some discontent among some elements of the population.  Another has to do with discontent among some of the IDPs with their community leadership. Those seem to be the two main causes.  No UNMISS personnel sustained any injuries in the fighting this morning. I am told that 20 IDPs who took part in the fighting sustained minor injuries.”
Police in Juba have dispersed a group of women who took to the streets, protesting the scarcity of dollars on the market.

The women, estimated to be about 70 in number, marched from Juba town market but were intercepted by police as they were on their way to hand a petition to legislators at the National Parliament. 

The businesswomen claim they are being denied access to dollars. Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Maj. 

General Henry Danima says the situation is now calm after representatives eventually met with National Assembly authorities.

In other news, Police are being deployed in the Korojik-Luri area following clashes between farmers and cattle keepers on Thursday. 

Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner Henry Danima says the fighting started when farm owners found cattle grazing in their gardens. 

Danima says a few people sustained minor injuries and the situation is now under control. 

Danima: “The commissioner is taking it up and I have directed my chief Inspector of Juba county to provide the force and then they will get the logistics.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Young people have been encouraged to be more aware and informed in order to help prevent the spread of HIV. 

The call was made during a sporting event to commemorate the World Aids Day at protection of civilians site in Juba.

In an interview with Radio Miraya ,the UNMISS Chief of HIV/AIDS Unit and Policy Advisor, Michael Munywoki ,stressed the need to avoid some of the cultural practices that can increase the spread of HIV.

Michael Munywoki: “Culture and religion are key tools in HIV prevention. However there are some cultural practices that can fuel the spread of HIV and therefore our youth can be part of the change that we are looking forward to, 
because we have a dream that by the end of 2030, we shall have AIDS-free generation or we would have AIDS-free world.”

UNAIDS Country Director Renata Ehmer noted there are about 150,000 people living with HIV in the country. 

She says out of this figure, more than half are women.

Renata Ehmer: “What we have seen is that there is a prevalence of 2.6 percent in the country, which compared to other Africa countries is of course not as high as in Botwana, Lesotho or in other countries. Even Kenya has a higher prevalence but still I think it is worrying because of not having a good HIV response unit or structures in place. This is sometimes a bit lacking in South Sudan still. You know a lot of efforts had been going into that but there is a lot to be done still.”
More than 90 students have graduated after completing training in hospitality and food processing. 

The students underwent three months training facilitated by the South Sudan Older People’s Organization, SSOPO. 

Speaking during the graduation ceremony, the undersecretary in the ministry of labour, Helen Achiro, made a call to the hotel industry to give them opportunities for employment. 

AchiroL: “I call upon all of you, you need to give opportunity to the nationals because they have gotten the skills that you usually say they do not have. So this is the time and if any of them happen to have been referred to your hotels or restaurant you need to welcome them because they already have that qualification that is required.”

Authorities in Warrap State have organized a three-day cultural festival to promote peace among communities.

The festival will showcase different dances and traditional practices from different groups. 

The state minister of youth and culture, Luka Lual Madang, says participants have also been invited from as far as Lakes State. Madang says the event was meant to have started today, but has been postponed to next week. 

The cultural festival has been organized by the state Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports with support from World Vision organization.
In sports
Malakeia FC of Juba has been crowned champ of the national football premier league tournament. 

The defending title holders reclaimed victory after beating Villa United of Yambio 5-2 at Wau main stadium last evening.
Speaking after the game, Western Bhar el-Ghazal State governor Rizik Zakaria Hassa thanks the football Association for granting the state its request to host the finals in Wau.

Zakaria: “ I want to thank the National Football Association and the members of the general assembly for accepting our request to host the tournament of the football premier league for the Republic of South Sudan and have accepted without any discussions. I want to say to them thank you very much. Also I want to thank people of Western Bahr el Ghazal. You did not disappoint, you were here for all the games of the tournament, and I want to thank all teams that have participated in this tournament. In a very special way I want to thank Malakeia FC. A big team congratulations to you Malakeia for entertaining us and the good performance that you have presented to us. God bless you and represent South Sudan in the way you have entertained us.” 

Malakeia FC will now represent the country in the upcoming African Champion’s league next year, while Gazala FC of Wau will take part in the Confederation Cup.
In other matches, Tiger United of Kuajok beat Black Eagle of Wau 1-nil.
To end the news, once again there are the main stories.
· Fresh fighting reported in Jonglei

· Opposition to charter planes to ferry delegates to peace consultative conference
· Police disperse angry women protesters in Juba
End of Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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