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Good Afternoon, it’s 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Yei County Commissioner visits soldiers injured in Tuesday morning shootout
· Bus companies protest payment of parking fees at Gumbo parking yard
· Rumbek North county commissioner dismissed, as schools relocate amid rising insecurity in Lakes State
The commissioner of Yei River County is visiting soldiers who were injured in a shootout at the county military barracks yesterday.  

The soldiers, receiving treatment at Juba Military Hospital were injured when a disgruntled soldier opened fire at the barracks on Tuesday morning.   
Four SPLA soldiers were killed in the incident. 
County Commissioner Bitali Gosma says the shooting erupted when war-wounded soldiers got into a disagreement over salary payment.

Gosma: “There was a clash that involved exchange of bullets between two forces of the wounded heroes at the barracks   at 9 am in Yei this morning. There are about seven people injured and four dead. Salaries for the wounded heroes have just been taken within these days to Yei and then they are receiving their monthly salary. And then one of the factors is related to the issue of the money and we have never got details exactly what is behind the issue of the salary. And then we have been told there is the issue of power. There that is another factor, but still we have not got details on this. But we have been told these are the two  issues that could link us to the cause of the problem.”

The bodies of four victims involved in Monday morning’s fatal bus accident remain unclaimed at Juba Teaching Hospital. 

Most of the bodies of Ugandans who perished in the accident along the Juba-Nimule highway have been repatriated home. 
Pastor Rashid Kawawa of Juba International Miracle Ministry tells Radio Miraya that only 11 bodies remain at Juba Teaching Hospital morgue, with four bodies unidentified. 
Rashid calls on authorities in South Sudan to tighten traffic regulations. 
He was at Juba hospital to collect the body of a fellow pastor who perished in the crash. 

Kawawa: “Because if they don’t control (traffic) they will finish people. That is our pain. We are begging the country, for the South Sudanese to help so that we limit the death of the people. It was really very terrible. In fact, many people are crying here. Most of the bodies they’ve already taken. Remaining here now there are 11. That is why are preparing to take them. In a form of helping, it is individual helping. It is only the Bakulu bus. They just provide transport for those who do not have help.”  

We spoke with a man who lost a friend in the accident.  

He blamed the accident on over speeding. 

Luganda: “The drivers speed too much, they should reduce their speed.  Many of our friends have died and we are here at Juba hospital but we are in sorrow. We would like to tell the bus drivers to reduce speed. We and our friends still want to live.”

Thirty-three people are confirmed dead in the Monday morning accident.
Bus companies are protesting the payment of parking fees at the Gumbo parking yard. 

The bus operators, plying routes out of Juba, were recently relocated from the Customs parking yard, but say they are being overcharged by the company contracted by the Central Equatoria State Drivers Union to manage the Gumbo park.  
They have parked their vehicles outside the park in protest.

The Director of Lueth Utmost Transport Company, Jacob Lueth, says the ASIM group of companies from Somalia is charging them 5,000 pounds per month compared to the 1,000 pounds they were paying at the Customs parking point. 

Lueth: “The contractor has paid a month to the Drivers’ Union and they want to make money so that they regain all their money. And they charge each office 5,000 South Sudanese pounds. You have to pay six months or one year and they want to bring companies in. Now the companies are refusing to go there because the administration there is under Somalis, who are foreigners. Now they said we cannot be under a private company. We have to be under the government. If the government wants us to be under that Sirikat Park, let that park be handed over to the Directorate of Lands and Transport. After that, that is when they will go under the management of the Directorate of Lands and Transport, not the Somalis who are even foreigners.”

The bus operators are demanding management of the park be handed to the State Ministry of Physical Infrastructure. 

The Commissioner of Rumbek North County in Lakes State has been dismissed from office.

Caretaker Governor Matur Chut Dhuol has issued a decree relieving Marial Machar Aweckoc with immediate effect.  

Meanwhile, rising insecurity and sectional violence has largely affected education in Lakes State. 
Schools most affected are in Rumbek North, Cueibet, Rumbek East and parts of Rumbek Central.

Last month alone, four schools were closed, leaving more than 3,000 students out of school.  
Up to 70 students of Maleng-Agok Primary School have been allocated space at the fire brigade offices in Rumbek town to conduct lessons.  
One of the pupils, Daniel Machot Kolnyin, now in his final year in primary, appreciated the efforts to keep them in school. 

Kolnyin: “We were displaced in Maleng-Agok last time. So the reason why we are here, we are coming here to learn in order to succeed this year. So I really appreciated those people who struggled for our learning. So I would like to give thanks to students who committed to come in this school. Those conditions facing us, they are very many but no problem about that one.

The State Minister for Education Dut Makoi Kuok says schools in the insecure areas will be relocated.

Kuok: “Of course, insecurity has hampered education in one way or the other but we have not stopped teaching. We have not stopped operating. Schools are operational where there is peace. What we did as Ministry of Education, we relocated some of the schools affected by insecurity in eastern Rumbek to Central Rumbek. You know, we just visited a school which is populated by 77 pupils of primary eight. We have relocated them to Central Rumbek so that they continue schooling and get prepared for final examination for primary eight.”
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The National Legislature has passed the Parliamentary Service Commission bill. 

The legislators engaged in a lengthy debate of the bill, which is meant to govern the operations of the national Parliament, before endorsing it. 
One of the issues was the creation of a parliamentary service commission to handle the Assembly’s affairs.  

A section of the MPs said the commission is necessary, while others argued the commission would not be legal. 

Julius Malinga spoke on behalf of the Committee of Parliamentary Affairs.

Malinga: “The bill is expected to address critical issues on the autonomy of the legislature in terms of its functions and duties, human resources and financial management. The concern of the Minister of Finance and Economic Planning on the financial implications of the parliamentary service in fulfillment of bill 2014 is being addressed in fulfillment of article 89 of the constitution.”

The bill will be passed on to the President for assent before it can be enacted into law.
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan, UNMISS, says the primary responsibility of protection of civilians rests with the government. 
The mission was responding to President Salva Kiir’s speech to the UN General Assembly on Saturday, in which he called on the UN Security Council to adjust the mission mandate to allow for capacity building and for peacekeepers to protect civilians outside UN compounds. 
UNMISS Spokesperson Joseph Contreras explains the mission’s role. 

Contreras: “The Security Council also made it clear that the resumption of capacity building activity by the mission would be favorably considered by the panel once the current fighting has come to an end. The primary responsibility for protecting civilians in any country lies with the host government. So in the case of South Sudan the primary responsibility for the protecting of civilians in this country lies and will always rest with the government of the Republic of South Sudan.”
And in regional news
Up to 2,000 children have been orphaned by the Ebola outbreak in Liberia.

UN Children’s organization UNICEF is appealing to non-governmental organizations with expertise to go to the region to help fight the outbreak and give the children the care they need.
Sheldon Yett, the UNICEF Representative in Liberia, says the organization is working with the Liberian government to register the children and find them homes. 

 

Yett says there is a strong stigmatization associated with child survivors of the disease.  

Yett: “What we are finding is that there is an element of stigma attached with Ebola. Every day we are hearing stories of children who actually survived, but communities are chasing them away because of fear that the children will bring bad luck, misfortune or even disease. Right now we are working with our counterparts in the government to ensure we have a complete tally. We are going to be doing an assessment over the next couple of days in the five hardest hit counties to ensure that children do not stay in institutions, but are placed with foster families and placed with other living members of the community.”
And in sports
Samuel Pawon is here with an update

 Division One tournaments have ended in Wau and Yei, with Suger al Asawat and Yei Central FC being crowned champs.  Suger took the trophy after beating Ethiad FC 1-nil at Wau main stadium claiming 36 points as table leaders, while Yei Central secured victory with 32 points at the top of the table, after a 4-1 win over Salam FC.  In Juba, Kator FC and Merikh ended their game in a 2 all draw. In Yei, Super Star FC and Nasiir FC have been promoted to the Division One league after ending the tournament in 1st and 2nd positions, while Black 0-four and Yei City have both been relegated to the Second Division after ending the tournament at the bottom of the table.  In Kuajock, Amal el Hura beat Merikh 1 nil at Freedom Square.  In today’s matches, Huria FC take on Kuajok United in Warrap, while in Jonglei, the tournament ends this evening with Etihad up against White Bull.  In Juba, Rabita play Hilal FC. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news. 

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Yei County commissioner visits soldiers injured in Tuesday morning shootout
· Bus companies protest payment of parking fees at Gumbo parking yard
· Rumbek North county commissioner dismissed, as schools relocate amid rising insecurity in Lakes State
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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