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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines:
· Parliament ratifies the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
· Death toll from Yei military barracks shootout reaches six
· Older persons speak out against discrimination
The National Legislative Assembly has ratified the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. 

The charter adopted by African countries in 1990, spells out the fundamental rights of children. 

Legislators passed the charter unanimously this afternoon, noting that it respects national laws and cultures. 

The Chairperson of the Standing Committee of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Alfred Wol Malith, says the charter serves the best interests of the child.

Alfred Wol Malith: “This charter is a comprehensive instrument that sets out rights and defines universal principles and norms for the status of children in the African context. The fundamental principles guiding the implementation of the rights of the child contained in the charter center mainly focus on non-discrimination of the child, the best interests of the child, as well as the life, survival and development of the child. Child participation and providing the responsibilities’ that every child has with regard to his or her family and society”.

The death toll from the shootout at Yei military barracks has reached six. 
Five soldiers and one civilian died when a soldier opened fire following a disagreement over salary payment.  

Yei County Commissioner Bidali Cosmas says 14 soldiers were injured.  

Cosmas has visited the injured receiving treatment at Giyadah military hospital in Juba, and says their condition is stable.  

The commissioner says the situation at the barracks is now calm.  

Bidali Cosmas: “People slept well and we never registered further escalation of event. We confirm six people died – five of them are wounded heroes and one civilian who happened to be caught in cross fire. Fourteen people were injured. Major Akech who organized the force that attacked the wounded heroes is also injured and safely he is under custody to undergo medical treatment there in Yei.”
Today is the International Day of Older Persons.  The day was set aside by the United Nations in 1991 to raise awareness about issues affecting the elderly. 

In South Sudan, the Executive Director of the Older People’s Organization, Donato Ochan, says more than 600 older persons live without support, many of them in displaced people’s camps. 

Ochan says older persons also find it difficult to access their benefits such as pensions from the government.

Donato Ochan: “In South Sudan, those who were formally employees of the government… Since we gained independence they lost their pension completely. As a result, this accelerated death. The majority of pensioners are now dead actually. Those who are remaining are very few. As a result of you know, the system could not be put in place in time and up to now, it is almost 36 months since older people got their pension. Most of the older people are now in the displaced camps without food and shelter.”
Central Equatoria State Information Minister says the state government is ready to work with partners to achieve its plan to empower youth. 

Suba Samuel said it is in the interest of the state to ensure that youth are skilled in order to participate in governance and in all aspects of public and private life. 

Suba was speaking at the launch of a mobilization drive for the first ever Information, Communication and Technology conference to be held in Juba this December.  

He says the contribution of youth should not be under estimated.  

Suba Samuel: “First of all, the state government of course has a policy for the development of the youth and this policy is to ensure that the youth of this country of this state have an alternative for life through empowerment programmes, through participation in governance and all spheres of life, public and private life. And of course they become responsible citizens. And of course when we see groups like this coming up, that want to work with the youth, then automatically we considered them as partners to reinforcing some of these dreams.”  

The upcoming conference is being organized by the youth technology development organization.

Oyunga Japhett, the organization’s Development Officer is encouraging youth to use social media and the internet for entrepreneurial activities and not just entertainment.  

Oyunga Japhett: “Most South Sudanese youth mostly use the internet and social media for simple entertainment and communication and chatting with their friends. They forget the economic development social media actually can bring. I’m saying so because the youth form the highest percentage of those who should be employed and those who should be in business. When you look at the issue of the social media, which will actually feature a lot in the conference that is scheduled for December this year, you find that social media can actually be used for social and economic development.”    
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The Commissioner of Rumbek North County in Lakes State has been dismissed from office.

Caretaker Governor Matur Chut Dhuol has issued a decree relieving Marial Machar Aweckoc with immediate effect.  

Meanwhile, rising insecurity and sectional violence has largely affected education in Lakes State. 
Schools most affected are in Rumbek North, Cueibet, Rumbek East and parts of Rumbek central. Last month alone, four schools were closed, leaving more than 3,000 students out of school.  
Up to 70 students of Maleng-Agok Primary School have been allocated space at the fire brigade offices in Rumbek town to conduct lessons.  
One of the pupils, Daniel Machot Kolnyin, now in his final year in primary, appreciated the efforts to keep them in school. 

Daniel Machot Kolnyin: “We were displaced in Maleng-Agok so the reason why we are here is for us to succeed this year. I really appreciate those people who have struggled for our learning. I would like to give thanks to students who committed to come to this school. The tough conditions facing us are very many but no problem about that one.”
The State Minister for Education, Dut Makoi Kuok, says schools in the insecure areas will be relocated.

Dut Makoi Kuok: “Of course insecurity has hampered education in one way or the other but we have not stopped teaching. We have not stopped operating. Schools are operational where there is peace. What we did as the Ministry of Education is we relocated some of the schools affected by insecurity in eastern Rumbek to Central Rumbek. You know we just visited a school, which is populated by 77 pupils of Primary Eight. We have relocated them to Central Rumbek so that they continue schooling and get prepared for final examinations.”
In regional news, up to 2,000 children have been orphaned by the Ebola outbreak in Liberia.

UN Children’s organization, UNICEF, is appealing to non-governmental organizations with expertise to go to the region to help fight the outbreak and give the children the care they need.

Sheldon Yett, the UNICEF Representative in Liberia says the organization is working with the Liberian government to register the children and find them homes. 

 

Yett says there is a strong stigmatization associated with child survivors of the disease.  

Sheldon Yett: “What we are finding is that there is an element of stigma attached with Ebola.  Every day we are hearing stories of children who actually survived but communities are chasing them away because of fear that the children will bring bad luck, misfortune or even disease.  Right now we are working with our counterparts in the government to ensure we have a complete tally, we are going to be doing an assessment over the next couple of days in the five hardest hit counties to ensure that children do not stay in institutions but a place with foster families and places with other living members of the community.”
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with an update: 
Division One tournaments have ended in Wau and Yei, with Suger al Asawat and Yei Central FC being crowned champs.  Suger took the trophy after beating Ethiad FC 1-nil at Wau main stadium claiming 36 points as table leaders, while Yei Central secured victory with 32 points at the top of the table, after a 4-1 win over Salam FC.  In Juba, Kator FC and Merikh ended their game in a 2 all draw. In Yei, Super Star FC and Nasiir FC have been promoted to the Division One league after ending the tournament in 1st and 2nd positions, while Black 0-four and Yei City have both been relegated to the Second Division after ending the tournament at the bottom of the table.  In Kuajock, Amal el Hura beat Merikh 1 nil at Freedom Square.  In today’s matches, Huria FC take on Kuajok United in Warrap, while in Jonglei, the tournament ends this evening with Etihad up against White Bull.  In Juba, Rabita play Hilal FC. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news. 

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Parliament ratifies the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child

· Death toll from Yei military barracks shootout reaches six

· Older persons speak out against discrimination

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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