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Good afternoon. It’s 1 pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines: 
· Nonviolence and Development organization calls for an end to military aggression in the ongoing conflict
· Authorities in Kajo-Keji say internally displaced persons are slowly settling down
· Lakes state caretaker Governor appoints new Commissioner of Rumbek North County
ONAD, a local Nongovernmental organization working for Nonviolence and Development is calling for an end to military aggression in the ongoing conflict.

The call coincides with the International Day of Non-Violence marked on 2 October every year, to mark the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, who helped lead India to independence. 

Flora Francis, a representative from the Organization for Nonviolence and Development, said that peace can only be achieved through nonviolent means.

Flora Francis: “To all people particularly in South Sudan, a country that has come and experienced different types of violence… We need our people to understand the nonviolence principles of solving problems. Violence cannot bring results particularly for South Sudan. The government has to recognize this and understand that we the people of South Sudan need peace so that the suffering of our people can end.”

The principle of non-violence rejects the use of physical violence in order to achieve social or political change.

Authorities in Kajo-Keji say internally displaced persons are slowly settling down.
Close to 2,000 people mainly South Sudanese fled violent protests in Uganda’s Moyo district and sought shelter in Kajo-Keji. 

Henry Sokiri, the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission Coordinator in Kajo-Keji, says some of the IDPs are slowly integrating into the local communities. Churches and local communities are mobilizing support for the displaced persons.

Henry Sokiri: “We rely on individual contributions and the churches are also giving a hand. We do is we don’t give them a complete ration, but the food is cooked communally and there are saved just individually. The food is almost finished and we prefer they go and integrate in the community. We will then just follow them and see their coping mechanisms and the level of the vulnerability. We wish each and every agency that is also touched would be able to come and actually join with us and take part in to rehabilitating these people.”
Lakes State Caretaker Governor Matur Chut Dhuol has appointed Abraham Maloth Marier as the new commissioner of Rumbek North County.

Abraham Maloth Marier’s replaces Marial Machar Aweckoc, the former commissioner, who was sacked from his position early this week.

The former commissioner was sacked on grounds that he failed to control the wave of insecurity that has hit Rumbek town in recent weeks.

The National Legislative Assembly has ratified the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. 

The charter adopted by African countries in 1990, spells out the fundamental rights of children. Legislators passed the charter unanimously this afternoon, noting that it respects national laws and cultures. 

The Chairperson of the Standing Committee of Gender, Child and Social Welfare, Alfred Wol Malith, says the charter serves the best interests of the child.

Alfred Wol Malith: “This charter is a comprehensive instrument that sets out rights and defines universal principles and norms for the status of children in the African context. The fundamental principles guiding the implementation of the rights of the child contained in the charter center mainly focus on non-discrimination of the child, the best interests of the child, as well as the life, survival and development of the child. Child participation and providing the responsibilities’ that every child has with regard to his or her family and society”.
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The death toll from the shootout at Yei military barracks has reached six. 

Five soldiers and one civilian died when a soldier opened fire following a disagreement over salary payment.  

Yei County Commissioner Bidali Cosmas says 14 soldiers were injured.  He has visited the injured receiving treatment at Giyadah military hospital in Juba, and says their condition is stable.  

The commissioner says the situation at the barracks is now calm.  

Bidali Cosmas: “People slept well and we never registered further escalation of event. We confirm six people died – five of them are wounded heroes and one civilian who happened to be caught in cross fire. Fourteen people were injured. Major Akech who organized the force that attacked the wounded heroes is also injured and safely he is under custody to undergo medical treatment there in Yei.”

A peace and reconciliation conference opens in Jonglei state next week to promote peaceful co-existence between different ethnic groups.

Jonglei State Information Minister Judy Jonglei says the conference is an initiative taken by the state, which was one of the three states most affected by the crisis.

Jude Jonglei: “We know that there is a conference for peace talks in Addis Ababa with the aim of attaining peace. Nevertheless, we and the national government believe that we can start here instead of waiting because our people have concerns. Those in Addis Ababa are politicians. We want know the ideas of average people on the issue of peace, meaning we should achieve reconciliation among our people.”
Jonglei says the conference on Thursday will be attended by government officials, traditional leaders and elders. 

A mobilization drive for the first ever Information, Communication and Technology conference has been launched in Juba.

The conference, due in December, is intended to ensure that youth are skilled in order to participate in governance and in all aspects of public and private life.

Suba Samuel, the Central Equatoria State Information Minister says the state government is ready to work with partners to achieve its plan to empower youth. 

He says the contribution of youth should not be under estimated.  

Suba Samuel: “First of all, the state government of course has a policy for the development of the youth and this policy is to ensure that the youth of this country of this state have an alternative for life through empowerment programmes, through participation in governance and all spheres of life, public and private life. And of course they become responsible citizens. And of course when we see groups like this coming up, that want to work with the youth, then automatically we considered them as partners to reinforcing some of these dreams.”  

The upcoming conference is being organized by the youth technology development organization.

Oyunga Japhett, the organization’s Development Officer is encouraging youth to use social media and the internet for entrepreneurial activities and not just entertainment.  

And in regional news, 

World leaders have been urged to invest more time and resources in conflict prevention to save lives and reduce the growing number of civilians being displaced by war.

The appeal was made by the United Nations Secretary- General Ban Ki-moon in an address to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) Executive Committee meeting taking place in Geneva.

Ban said political leaders must listen to the voices and aspirations of their people, and promote good and inclusive governance as well as the rule of law.

Ban Ki Moon: “Never before in United Nations history have we had so many refugees, displaced people and asylum seekers. Never before has the United Nations been asked to reach so many with emergency food assistance and other life-saving support. Some of the challenges are on the front pages. Others are far from the headlines. In Iraq and Syria, we see new depths of barbarity with each passing day, and devastating spill-over effects across the region. The world must do more to prevent forced displacement, address its root causes, and support solutions for those affected by it.”

Ban also called for more financial support for the United Nations Humanitarian assistance programmes, noting that emerging conflicts in Africa and the Middle East were straining existing resources.”
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with the local football update.

Samuel Pawon: “Division One tournaments have ended in Yambio and in Jonglei State with Villa United and White Bull FC being crowned champions. Villa United took the trophy after beating Yambio Stars 2-1 at the Gbuduay Stadium, while White Bull, won its match against Rabita by 2-1. And in Division Two games in Yambio, Rhino FC defeated Taharir 2-1, while in Kuajok in Warrap State, Hureia and Kuajok United ended their match in a one-all draw. In Nyamlel, Aweil West, Akuangap FC beat Pantit two goals to nil and Comboni beat Referendum FC one nil. Coming up this evening, Foundation team takes on Day Stars at in Nyamlel, while in Yambio Ekwa FC is playing against Salam at Gbuduay stadium.”

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Nonviolence and Development organization calls for an end to military aggression in the ongoing conflict

· Authorities in Kajo-Keji say internally displaced persons are slowly settling down
· Lakes state caretaker Governor appoints new Commissioner of Rumbek North County

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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