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Good Afternoon, its 300 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo

The Headlines

· The Electoral Commission maintains that Elections will be held next year
· Disabled Persons in Northern Bhar el Ghazal petition UNMISS over the ongoing conflict
· A committee is formed to address grievances raised by regional bus drivers in Juba County
The National Electoral Commission Chairperson, Abednego Akook, says national elections will be held next year, as stipulated in the transitional constitution.

Abdnego told Radio Miraya today that unless a new deal is struck, the elections time table remains unchanged.
Akook: “Elections will take place in 2015 according to schedule, but if peace is signed then peace will come up with the new act which will suspend the old law. It will happen technically due to the experience which we have gathered from the countries which ran the elections with the crisis. Syria just did, Iraq, Afghanistan, so the main thing is the state legitimacy.”

In May this year, President Salva Kiir said a presidential election set for 2015 would be postponed as the country's warring factions seek time to reconcile. The president said South Sudanese would likely go to the polls as late as 2018.

A group of disabled persons in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State have petitioned the UN Mission in South Sudan protesting against the ongoing conflict in the country.

Led by William Deng Dut, the disabled persons majority of who lost their limbs during the last two decades of war marched to the UN compound in Aweil and handed over a petition condemning the ongoing conflict. The group also said that the conflict had stalled progress in the country.

Dut: “The war is destructive and caused insecurity. It creates hatred among the same community. It creates injustice and inequality. It creates tribalism. It devastates the development and it causes hunger and diseases, as you have seen with these disabled. They were caused by the war and we, we don’t need more disability to happen in the south because this will wound the nation itself. When the population of disabled is increased, it will not take the nation forward, South Sudan.”

The petitioners urged the international community to support peace and reconciliation efforts between the warring parties. 

Receiving the petition,  UNMISS State Coordinator in northern Bahr el Ghazal Koliab Nahataba commended the disabled persons for being peaceful and assured them that their petition would be delivered to the UNMISS authorities in Juba.
Nahataba: “I want to call upon you, that since you have demonstrated that you are peace lovers, to go out again in your communities, in your various groups to spread this message of peace. I thank you for your petition you have handed to me this morning and I can assure you I will diligently handle it and pass it over to my superiors in Juba, who will also in the same spirit bring it to the attention of all the peace loving people in this world, and especially those that are engaged in finding lasting peace in South Sudan.”
The demonstrators have also handed a copy of their petition to the Deputy Governor of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State, Salva Chol Ayat. The governor said the concerns raised will be brought to the attention of the national government in Juba.
Peace talks aimed at ending the ongoing conflict in South Sudan have been postponed for two weeks, to pave way for further consultations between the warring parties. 

The Spokesperson of the Government Delegation at the Peace Talks, Michael Makuei Lueth, says he remains optimistic that the talks are on a path to achieving substantial results. He explains what the two parties have agreed on so far. 

Lueth: “We agreed on the transitional period of 30 months, as signed in the protocol. We agreed on the next structure of the next transitional government of national unity that will comprise of the legislature, the executive and the judiciary. We disagreed on the pre-transitional period which the protocol says is 90 days and the rebels are saying it should only one month. These are some of the issues but the main issue is the competence and the powers of the Prime Minister. We are making some progress and we are optimistic that when we come to the next round we will be in position to go back with peace to the people of South Sudan.”
Last week, talks hit a deadlock after negotiators failed to reach a common agreement on the powers of the Prime Minister. 
In a related development, Edmond Yakani, the executive director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, is urging the warring parties to reach a compromise on the powers of the Prime Minister in order to speed up the peace process. 

Yakani: “Issues of power shouldn’t drag the country into violence and shouldn’t keep on our citizens suffering in the displaced camps, where now the level of prostitution is increasing among our young girls and boys are becoming criminals on the street. So we need them really to commit themselves to peace. So for the mediators we are urging them to use the principles of accommodation and the principles of compromise that the negotiating parties should commit themselves to. We are urging IGAD to ensure that the question of the Prime Minister requires some accommodation, it requires some compromise.”
A committee has been formed to address the grievances of regional bus drivers in Juba County. 

Key of the grievances that the committee is expected to handle urgently is the high parking fee that was introduced by a new company contracted to manage the bus park in Gumbo. 

Last week the regional bus drivers said the money being charged as parking fee was unfair. 

They also expressed their dissatisfaction at the new bus parking site in Gumbo. 

These grievances were presented before the committee which met on Friday. 

The Director of Lueth Automatic Transport Company, Jacob Lueth, says the regional buses are still parking at Customs Bus Park pending an outcome from the committee meeting. 

Lueth: “So we have presented everything and they have their own discussion there. We don’t know what will be the outcome of that discussion regarding the grievances we have presented to the Committee. Up to now the buses are entering the park at Customs here. So they are not stopping them there and we told them in the meeting that since you are going back for discussion before the outcome we don’t need any action against the buses. So we are waiting for the outcome. It is the outcome that will tell us whether to go there or not to go there. So we are still waiting and the buses are coming to the park at Custom.” 
The government is being urged to increase support for teachers training in order to cut down the rate of illiteracy in South Sudan.

The United Nations Children’s Fund estimates that more than one million primary school aged children, mostly from rural areas, are not in school, while the few schools that do exist are not conducive to learning.

The chairperson of Juba County Teachers Professional Union, Levi Simba Lasu, says good quality education can be achieved through improved standards of teachers. 

Lasu: “Teachers are really very important and teachers are giving much effort in development of human resources in the world, as well as in uplifting the standard of education in South Sudan. Let all people cooperate with teachers. A message which I want to give you is to let the nation try to put a consideration to the teachers so that the teachers will even love their Job. And this also will help teachers in their further development as well as let the country try to train the teachers who are not trained, so that they will be able to teach properly or they will be able to pass knowledge to the students in a very good way.”
Meanwhile, celebrations to mark World Teachers Day in Juba have been postponed to Thursday October 09th.

And in regional news

Uganda's Ministry of Health has confirmed that a Ugandan health worker recently died of Marburg, a highly infectious disease that manifests as a viral hemorrhagic fever.
A total of 80 people who had been in contact with the victim have been placed under quarantine. 

The local media in Uganda quotes Dr. Issa Makumbi, an epidemiologist with Uganda's Ministry of Health, saying further tests today would prove whether another man who appeared to be having a hemorrhagic fever actually has Marburg.

Uganda has a history of hemorrhagic fevers, including an outbreak of Ebola in 2000 that killed at least 224 people over several weeks. 

Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni has urged Ugandans to remain "calm but vigilant, “to avoid shaking hands, and to report "suspicious cases" of Marburg.

And here is Samuel Pawon with the latest sports updates.

Pawon’s Report:
In the ongoing football division’s tournaments, Salam has emerged champions of the division one teams in Awiell Northern Bahar el Gazal State.

The team emerged victorious with 45 points, while Merikh came in second position with 41 points.

Meanwhile,  Muderia FC beat Afada 2-0 in the last match of the tournament  played last evening at freedom square. In Juba, Munuki beat Rabita 2-1 and Kator secured three points after defeating Hila FC 1 nil at Juba stadium on Sunday evening.

In Kuajok Warrap state, Grasco united beat Feature boys 3-1, while the black scorpion beat Hureia team 3-1.  Still in Warrap state,  Abyi united and Amal el Hura ended their match in a goalless draw. In Yambio WES Tahrir emerged victor after beating Freedom boys 7-0 last evening at buduway stadium.  Gangara Emelia and Super Star ended their match in a 1 all draw.

In today’s matches, Talanga FC takes on Merikh at Juba stadium, while in the second match Atlabara will play against Rainbow team; in Kuajok Tiger united faces Feature boys and in Yambio, Super eagle faces Green state in the ongoing division two championships. 

To end the news, the main stories once again.

· The Electoral Commission maintains that Elections will be held next year.

· Disabled Persons in Northern Bhar el Ghazal petition UNMISS over the ongoing conflict.

And 

· A committee is formed to address grievances raised by regional bus drivers in Juba County. 

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News, I am Susan Dokolo.
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