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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines: 
· Parliament passes the National Security Services bill
· Global Fund pledges $135 million dollars to support the fight against HIV and AIDS
· Lakes State Director General for Education suspended for abuse of office
Parliament has passed the National Security Services bill.

It is however not yet clear whether the bill has been passed with some amendments.

The Radio Miraya reporter at Parliament however says some legislators walked out of parliament just as the bill was being discussed. 

Earlier today, the civil society added its voice to the people calling for an amendment of the bill.
The call by Edmond Yakani, the executive Director Community Empowerment for Progress (CEPO) came as the SPLM caucus met to review the bill.

Yakani says that he was happy to see some positive discussions at the meeting.

Edmond Yakani: “We have seen a positive move from our MPs that they are telling us that we voted for them rightly and they need to see that those changes are done especially in terms of the immunity and with regard to seizing, searching and arresting without warrant. They want to see that those controversial provisions are changed and I think this what we need to press them to do. I have seen them – they are pushing their level best to ensure that they install democratic principles into the bill.”

Radio Miraya will keep you updated about the developments. 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria has pledged $135 million dollars to support the fight against HIV and AIDS in South Sudan. 

Dr. Esterina Novello Nyilok, the chairperson South Sudan HIV/AIDS Commission, says the money will be used to facilitate the HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria programs in the country.

Dr. Esterina Novello Nyilok: “We have a role as a country for fighting the HIV, where by the Global Fund will avail $135 million but with a condition that the government should avail 20 per cent. We have just submitted the concept paper for malaria. What we are going to submit on 15 October is the concept paper for HIV and tuberculosis. My message to the people of south Sudan is that the HIV should be kicked out of this country so that we concentrate on development in a healthy nation.”

The Lakes State Director General for Education, Isaac Matiok Luk, has been suspended for abuse of office.

Matiok was suspended on the orders of the Lakes State Education Minister Dut Makoi Kuok.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, the Lakes State Education Minister said Matiok was found liable of diverting teachers’ salaries. 

He says that he was sent on a 45-day forced leave and then suspended. 

Dut Matoik: “He was, by the way, making a lot of mistakes in the office. We cannot tolerate someone making mistakes so we called a meeting of senior staff asking him to stop this but he did not. I gave him 45 days of forced leave and when the 45 days were finished I reported the matter to the governor and I told the governor that the best way is to suspend him.”

The director general is however challenging the circumstances under which he was suspended. 

Matiok says that his suspension is unfair because it came just as he was preparing to implement his reform agenda for education in Lakes State.

Isaac Matiok Luk: “ I was still and I am still on forced leave he gave me for 45 days. I don’t know which order I will respect from the minister – is it forced leave which is not finished or the suspension? In this situation I have rejected that letter from him because I am still on forced leave. Sorry he should have done this when I went back to the office and resumed my duties. Why  he is in hurry  to do this while I am not in the office?”
In another development, the Minister of Education, Science and Education, John Gai Yoah, has pledged to take strategic actions aimed at improving the state of University of Juba.

The Minister made the pledge during his tour of the University today.

He said he was at the university to gain his own first-hand impression of the problems and challenges facing the institution.

John Gai Yoah: “We are visiting the University of Juba for two reasons one because it is the leading university in the country and also to come and hear from you, we want to know actually your grievances and feelings with regard to your last year’s work the thing that has not changed is the issue of finances, the money for the service of the university and this is a general problem we are came to listen to you.”

During the tour, the Minister of Education listened to the grievances raised by the university staff.

The staffs complained mainly about the delayed payment of salaries, lack of training and the chronic absence of staff promotions.

Journalists in South Sudan have been urged to prioritize coverage of crimes of sexual violence in the ongoing conflict.

The call was made by the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Bangura, came during a meeting with members of AMDISS and the Union of Journalists of South Sudan this morning.

Bangura told the media leadership that impunity for sexual violence must end.

Led by Alfred Taban, the Editor in Chief of Juba Monitor Newspaper, the journalists said that difficulties in accessing police records, makes reporting sexual violence in South Sudan a difficult task. 

Alfred Taban: “ The journalists said the culture of impunity is very widespread so the journalists face so many problems. When they try to cover sexual violence against women, many of the government officials are not really interested in resolving this. They don’t feel that the journalists have a role to play in that. Getting access to information about rape or violence from the police is not easy. The police are not willing to share their records with any person including journalists and so a lot of these records are inaccessible to Journalists.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The security situation in Chukudum town of Budi County in Eastern Equatoria state is back to normal, a day after three people, including an SPLA soldier, were killed in a rampage.

About three people were killed on Tuesday after SPLA soldiers exchanged gunfire with a group of armed persons in the town of Chukudun.

Clement Laku Chichim, the State Minister of Information, says the Camp 15 SPLA commander has demobilized the soldiers and confined them in the barracks.

People who fled to the mountains have been asked to return to their homes. 

Chichim: Eyewitnesses told the local media that about 30 homes were also torched down. State Governor Louis Lobong is expected to visit the town later today.

President Salva Kiir has allocated Rumbek University additional space so that the university can accommodate more students at the Faculty of Economics and Social Studies.

Professor Monywir Deng Monytoc, the Academic Registrar at Rumbek University, says the new space formerly occupied by the South Sudan Logistics offices, is expected to accommodate 350 students. 

Monytoc: “When we were given this place that was formerly South Sudan Logistics, when it was given to the university by the president, we thought of trying to get accommodation for our students because this problem has been very big problem, especially in this situation of insecurity. Our students are living in the villages, Malakia, Akuac and all these places, which are insecure.”

Meanwhile, Rumbek University of Science & Technology says the new academic year will begin on Monday 13 October.

In regional news, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta is appearing before the International Criminal Court (ICC) where he faces charges of crimes against humanity.

He is the first serving head of state to come before the court in The Hague.

Media reports say he was summoned to appear at the ICC "status conference" after the prosecution said it did not have enough evidence to go ahead with a trial.

The charges – which Mr. Kenyatta denies – concern his alleged role in violence following the 2007 elections. More than 1,000 people died in the aftermath of the poll.

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Parliament passes the National Security Services bill

· Global Fund pledges $135 million dollars to support the fight against HIV and AIDS

· Lakes State Director General for Education suspended for abuse of office

You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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