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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines:
· IGAD monitors arrive in Western Bahr el Ghazal state
· SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict calls for stronger action against gender-based violence
· Health Ministry to step up Marburg Preventive measures

A monitoring and verification team from the IGAD regional group, mediating in the peace talks, is in Western Bahr el Ghazal State.

The team will meet with displaced persons and record violations committed by the government and the opposition since the signing of the ceasefire agreements in January. 

Team Leader Gebre Selassie Abraha says they will also meet with government officials. 

Selassie Abraha: “Today we will try to meet with the State Governor, County Commissioners, Sector II Commander, Division Commander, humanitarian actors, community leaders and protection of civilian leaders. The reasons we have come here is just to cover mainly about conflicts here and the violations if there is any violation. We know of course this is not one of the conflict areas, but we are coming here to tell the people we are her to monitor and verify if there is any violation.”

The Special Representative of the Secretary General on Sexual exploitation in conflict has recommended a stronger approach to dealing with gender-based violence.  

Zainab Bangura was at Juba Teaching Hospital today to visit a pilot program funded by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) treating women and children victims of gender-based violence.  

Bangura decried the high numbers of victims and said more public education and a stronger legal system are needed. 

Zainab Bangura: “Very sad I have to say – the numbers are huge and for me, they are the most disappointed and that the majority of them are children, I think that is very sad.  Something is happening but is not normal and should not happen. The cases of the gender-based violence are increasing even within communities that are actually not related to the conflict because this is a conflict country. So I think that we really have to be more aggressive. We have to do a lot of public education. We have to strengthen the weak legal and judicial systems and to be able to make sure people who commit this crime will be punished and we put them where they belong because at the end of the day the children and the women of South Sudan did not deserve what they are getting.”          

Parliament has passed the National Security Services bill at its third reading.

The bill was passed last evening amid protests from the opposition and the Members of Parliament from the greater Equatoria State.

The leader of the Minority Onyoti Adigo says the bill was passed without following the right procedures.

Debate on the bill was adjourned on Monday for lack of quorum and protests over the excessive powers being granted to the security agents. 

The draft bill grants security personnel authorization to arrest “without warrant” any South Sudanese suspected of having committed a crime, and to secretly detain citizens without warrant.

The Health Ministry will step up preventive measures against the possible spread of Marburg virus although there have been no confirmed cases in South Sudan. The measures follow the death from Marburg of a health worker in Uganda. 

Miraya’s reporter Sworo Charles Elisha has more in this report: “The measures taken being taken include the screening of passengers at all major border entry points including Nimule, Bazi and Kajo-Keji. The Minister of Health, Riek Gai Kok, told a news conference in Juba that the need to step up the preventive measures has been stirred by the proximity of South Sudan to Uganda.”

Riek Gai Kok: “The outbreak of Marburg Disease in Uganda is significant to us, given the proximity of Uganda to South Sudan and given the high level of movement between the people and goods to and from Uganda. I think it is a big concern to the public and to the government and to the people.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “The American Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say Marburg is a type of hemorrhagic fever and has an incubation period of five to 10 days. Infected individuals can develop a severe headache, a fever and cold chills. Meanwhile, WHO Representative in South Sudan Abdinasir Nasir, says although there is no Ebola in South Sudan, the risk remain high given prevalence of the disease in DRC and West Africa.”

Abdinasir Nasir: “We don’t have Ebola at this moment in this country but given that Uganda is so close and we have a lot of traffic; given that also DRC is so close and we have traffic, the risk is very high. The risk of people coming from West Africa is also quite high. What we want is for people not to panic at all and to remain calm and follow up the messages that will be done through the radios, through the TV and through the community leaders; through the political leaders. We are quite prepared but let us all pray that hopefully it will not come to South Sudan.”

A conference scheduled for today Thursday on creating a zone of communal peace and reconciliation in Jonglei state has been postponed due to lack of funds.

The conference conveners said that the 35,000 South Sudanese pounds earmarked for the conference was not remitted on time to the peace fund. 

Jonglei state Minister of Information Judy Jonglei, says a new date for the conference will be announced as soon as the funds are made available.

Jude Jonglei: “The conference is deferred till the financial arrangements are completed then a new date will be fixed. I am not saying the funds are not available – only that they were not remitted to the peace fund. These arrangements should be completed first and after that, the conference will be convened.” 

The Jonglei state government hopes to bring together communities to discuss possible ways of promoting peace and reconciliation in a state that has been worst affected by the ongoing conflict in South Sudan.
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A flood scare is looming in Panyagor and Twic East counties of Jonglei State.

Jonglei State Minister of Information Judy Jonglei says heavy rains in recent days have resulted into increased water levels, raising the possibility of floods.

The Minister says emergency steps, including the construction of water embankments have been taken to avert the floods. 

Judy Jonglei: “Heavy rains in the last three days threaten the area with floods. The town has a dam preventing the floods from submerging the town but this structure now has three holes allowing the water to enter the town. Today, heavy rains are expected and if that happens, that will be a disaster. The commissioner and the country authorities are working with the people and the youth to fill these holes on the dam.”

In regional news, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta has received a big welcome by cheering crowds as he arrived back in Kenya after his appearance at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague. 

Mr. Kenyatta attended a hearing at the ICC on Wednesday, becoming the first serving head of state to appear there. 

He has denied charges of crimes against humanity relating to ethnic violence after the 2007 elections that left some 1,200 dead and 600,000 displaced. 

Kenyatta was received in Nairobi by dancers and a military guard of honour. 

The country's interior minister had called for large crowds to greet the returning president.

Uganda today celebrates 52 years of Independence. 
National celebrations are taking place in the capital Kampala.  

Host President Yoweri Museveni, President Salva Kiir and Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania have already arrived for the celebrations. 

The heads of state have avoided shaking hands and have instead exchanged pleasantries from a distance, in the wake of the Marburg outbreak in Uganda.

And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with the latest football action: “Kator FC and Hilal ended their match in a one-all draw last evening while Rainbow and Rabita FC settled for a goalless draw in the ongoing division one football tournament. Both matches were played at Juba Stadium. In Kuajok, Merikh beat Freedom FC 5-1, while in Yambio, Super Star and Freedom boys ended their match in a one-all draw at Buduway Stadium. In today’s matches Ekwa FC take on Gangara Emilia at Buduway Stadium while at the Kuajok Freedom Square, Feature Boys plays Kuajok United FC.  At Wau Main Stadium, Salam Team faces El Nile. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya news.”  

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· IGAD monitors arrive in Western Bahr el Ghazal state
· SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict calls for stronger action against gender-based violence
· Health Ministry to step up Marburg Preventive measures

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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