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Good evening, its 5 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Chaplain Nemaya.
The Headlines

· Government and opposition trade accusations over renewed fighting in Upper Nile
· SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict visits Bentiu and decries abuse of women
· Stakeholders discuss transitional justice in Juba
Fighting broke out again today between government and opposition forces in Upper Nile.  
The SPLA accuses the opposition forces of launching the ground attacks on their positions in the Dolieb hills.

Army spokesperson Col Phillip Aguer says the attacks were launched this morning and says SPLA forces fought back in self-defense.

Aguer: “This morning the 10th October 2014 at ten minutes past six forces of Riek Machar attacked Deloip and Ashab Al- Nil.  As a result fighting is ongoing in Deloip area while the attack on Ashab Al Nil has been repulsed by the SPLA forces. This is a ground attack on two SPLA forces positions. Fighting is still going on. When the operation is over we will tell you about the details.”

The spokesperson of the opposition forces, Brigadier Lul Luai Kuong, denied their forces launched the attacks. 
Lul instead says the SPLA have invaded their positions.

Lul: “What they are saying is the reverse of the reality on the ground. This morning they moved on our position and we launched a counter attack and we were able to repulse them. The fighting is still going on. We are pursuing the SPLA forces which freed Dolieb Hill so that we consolidate a games move. Fighting is still going on. We will update you in the afternoon.”
Legislators, chiefs, women, youth leaders, media and the civil society are taking part in a two-day workshop on transitional justice. 
The discussion, focusing on reconciliation and accountability, was organized by the Center for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba. 
Edmund Yakani, Executive Director of the civil society group, the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization, CEPO, is taking part.  
Yakani says the workshop aims at engaging stakeholders in peace and reconciliation efforts.

Yakani: The top priority of the workshop is working together as different stakeholders right now and supporting the transitional justice process with specific broker. What can we do to bring back trust and confidence as citizens? And here the element of peace and reconciliation is coming forward. What do we do to single out that some people can see criminal prosecution, but also what can we do together as citizens to insure that peace and stability prevail among ourselves. These are the three priorities.”
Presenters at the workshop include representatives of the civil society, the Peace and Reconciliation Committee, and Dr. Luka Biong Deng, chairperson of the Center for Peace and Development Studies at the University of Juba.

The International Day of the Girl child has been marked in Warrap State, with calls for more action to ensure girls go to school. 
Celebrations were held at Kuajok Girls primary school, and were attended by students, government officials and humanitarian partners.
Fifteen-year-old Angelina Angeth, a primary eight pupil, says early marriages ruins the future of many young girls.

Angelina: “We girls have many challenges facing us -- early marriages, forced marriages, lack of financial support, ignorance of girls and lack of awareness. We girls are looked at as not capable of managing anything, but I want to assure you that we are capable of doing anything as long as we are given a chance of being at school.”
The Warrap State Minister of Gender and Social Development, Victoria Tito, called for tougher family policies to compel parents to honor and respect girls’ education. She said her ministry is committed to ensuring the well-being of girls’ education and will create an enabling environment to educate young girls.

Tito: “We need an effective law, and we need a legal person who can address issues of our children in terms of ignorance, cultural barriers, which are negative to our people and also some other issues within the family. We would like to come up with family policies to address issues of our young girls of today.”
The International Day of the Girl child is observed globally on 11th October every year to raise awareness of the inequality faced by girls worldwide based upon their gender. This year’s theme is “Empowering adolescent girls, ending the cycle of violence.”

The Special Representative of the Secretary General on Sexual Violence in Conflict has visited Unity state to assess the impact of the conflict on women there. 

Speaking to Journalists at Bentiu Airport before departure to Juba, Zainab Bangura noted the women are living under difficult conditions. 

Bangura: “It is unbelievable, painful, very challenging to see the conditions under which these women live and the circumstance under which they have to live on a day-to-day basis; the harassment and the sexual violence that take place at the check points and when the women go out to get firewood. It is really, really extremely stressful. I come from a conflict country but I have seen what I saw today.” 

Bangura has called on warring parties in South Sudan to stop all forms of violence.
Meanwhile, Internally Displaced Persons at the UN protection site in Bentiu, Unity State, have received a consignment of items to improve their security.  
The items include torches, gum boots and solar lamps.
The UNMISS Police Advisor in Unity State, Francis Yiribaare, says the donation follows appeals by the IDP community.

Yiribaare: “As I speak today, the appeal has yielded 90 rain coats, 25 gumboots, 35 torch lights that are battery controlled and 25 solar (lamps). These are for you in response to the appeal. This is, we believe this is going to enhance your activities and also to help improve safety and security in the POC.”

The UN Protection of Civilian site in Bentiu currently accommodates more than 40,000 IDPs.
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A member of the Defense, Security and Public Order Committee in the National Legislative Assembly, Paul Mayom, says checks and monitors are provided to ensure national security forces do not abuse powers granted to them under the National Security Service law.  
The Legislative Assembly passed the bill into law on Wednesday, amid concerns that it gave security forces too much power, granting them authorization to arrest without a warrant.
Paul Mayom says there are legal systems provided for in the laws for the public to report their concerns. 
Mayom: “A mechanism for monitoring the abuses of the services in terms of legal department and establishment of a board that will be the body to which complaints from the public would go to and would reconsider it from time to time.  So you now already have two systems in place. The immediate one inside the service is the legal body that will be checking and monitoring and alerting the top officials at that level as to possible abuses, should there be. The other one is something like the grievances office and as they are not immune from prosecution we did not see that there was anything specific that was left.”

In regional news
The Head of the United Nations Mission in the Central Africa Republic says dialogue is the only way towards reconciliation and lasting peace. The UN Mission MINUSCA has strongly condemned the ongoing violence in the streets of the capital Bangui. 

 

Nine people, including one UN peacekeeper, were killed in the clashes. Vannina Maestracci, spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General, says violent demonstrations have taken place in front of the MINUSCA compound over the last two days. 
 
Maestracci: “As a result, several UN vehicles were shot at and pelted by stones. No UN personnel have been injured. These demonstrations are now being dispersed and the UN Police are currently patrolling Bangui.” 
 

The United Nations took over peacekeeping from African Union peacekeepers in the CAR last month.  Some 3,000 people have been internally displaced following the recent clashes in the capital and have arrived in the town of Bimbo, the capital of Ombella-M’poko.
Onto foreign news
Pakistani child education activist Malala Yousafzai and Kailash Satyarthi, an Indian child rights campaigner, have jointly won the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Sixty-year-old Satyarthi founded a movement which campaigns for child rights and an end to human trafficking. Malala has been vocal on girls’ rights to go to school, and gained recognition when she was shot in the head by Taliban gunmen in October 2012 for campaigning for girls' education. 
The Nobel committee in Oslo has praised the pair's "struggle against the suppression of children and young people". At the age of just 17, Malala is the youngest ever recipient of the prize.
And in sports, Samuel Pawon is here with more. 
Samuel Pawon:
Today‘s Division One football game between Malakeia and Atlabara FC at Juba Stadium will determine the champs of the season in Juba. Table leaders Melakia need a win or a draw to take the trophy, while At Labara needs a win.  Still in Juba, Nassir will take on Talanga FC, while in Yambio, Bilfam play Taharir.  In Nyamlel Aweil East, Ayak team takes on Nyamlel.
 In yesterday’s matches, Munuki and Kator FC ended their match in a 1 all draw at Juba Stadium, while in Wau, Salam FC beat el Nile team 1-nil at Wau Stadium. In Warrap, Future Boys won their match against Kuajok United 2-1 at Freedom Square, while in Yambio Gangara Emelia defeated Ekwa team 3-0 at Buduway Stadium. 
In basketball, Juba Warriors take on Hilal this evening at Nimra Talata basketball stadium in Juba. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.
To end the news, the main stories once again.
· Government and opposition trade accusations over renewed fighting in Upper Nile

· SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict visits Bentiu and decries abuse of women

· Stakeholders discuss transitional justice in Juba
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Chaplain Nemaya.
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