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Good Afternoon, its 1 pm. This is Radio Miraya News with Susan Dokolo.
The Headlines
· Inter-party dialogue between SPLM, SPLM in Opposition and former detainees opens in Tanzania
· Floods displace more than 3,000 households in Twic East County
· UN peacekeepers conduct repair work at the John Garang University in Bor
An inter-party dialogue between the SPLM, SPLM in the Opposition and the Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) Party of Tanzania kicks off in Dar- Salam, Tanzania today. 
The three-day meeting will attempt to find an end to the ongoing conflict that has so far claimed thousands of lives and displaced millions. 
The government delegation is led by Daniel Awet Akot, while the opposition team is headed by Taban Deng Gai.  

The former detainees will be led by former SPLM Party Secretary General Pagan Amum.

Speaking to journalists this morning in Juba, the Acting SPLM Secretary General , Ann Itto Leonardo, explained the importance of the meeting.

Tanzania: “On our part our delegation was sent with a very clear message. This we think is very important because it will directly or indirectly support the IGAD efforts. We will want to be in the same party if the other two groups, the G12, and the SPLM in Opposition, if they renounce violence. And they agreed that we will discuss our difference through dialogue and find peaceful solutions for our differences. Then there will be a great chance for the SPLM remaining together and working together and the focus will be how to find solutions to these differences that have been tearing us apart.”

Itto also revealed that 20 SPLM cadres will be traveling to China this week for training offered by the Chinese communist party.

Itto: “This training is going to be for 10 days and it is going to focus on party management, from mobilizations to recruitment, to retention, to engagement of members, to discipline and accountability within the party. And that training will be more in line with policy level training, how the SPLM can translate its political ideology to programs in government. It is more about political parties that are in government”  

President Salva Kiir has pledged to champion the campaign against Sexual violence in South Sudan.

The president made the pledge during a meeting on Saturday with the UN envoy on Sexual violence in Conflict, Zainabu Bangura.

The President acknowledged that sexual violence has been a big problem in the ongoing conflict in South Sudan and pledged to personally address the problem of sexual violence.

Bangura said that the UN is ready to support the President’s efforts.

Bangura: “He realizes that sexual violence has been a problem in the conflict in South Sudan and he has given me all the assurance that he personally as head of state will try to address this problem and make sure that it is dealt with. We have agreed with the president/ He is going to provide the leadership, he is going to take ownership of this and responsibility. Our job as the UN and in my capacity as SRSG is to support the president address this issue.

Bangura said she hopes to sign a framework of cooperation with the police, the military, the judiciary and the Human Rights Commission to deal with specific issues and challenges that have to do with sexual violence in South Sudan.

Bangura: “We hope that within the next month or so we will sign an action plan with the military as well as an action plan with the police and work with the judiciary, the national commission for human rights. But it has been very successful and I am very delighted and excited and I promise to do my best to support the women and children of South Sudan to be able to put to an end to the issue of sexual violence.”
More than 3,000 households have been displaced by flooding in Twic East County, in Jonglei State. 

Heavy rain caused the River Nile to burst its banks, further destroying schools and health care units.  

Twic East County Commissioner Dau Akoi Jurkuch worries water continues to flow from the east of the county and could cause more displacement.  

The commissioner mentions the worst affected areas. 

Jurkuch: “The floods hit 17 villages of Nyuak, Knogor, Lith Payam. They are badly affected by the flooding and the magnitude of the flood. It also affected seven schools and four primary health care units were destroyed also. We have like 3,250 households.”
Humanitarian aid agencies have been urged to strengthen their coordination with the local community leaders in order to reach people who are most in need of support.

The call by Dr Luka Biong Deng, the Director of the University of Juba Centre for Peace and Development, was made on Saturday during a public lecture at the University of Juba

Sworo Charles has more.

Sworo’s report: 
Coordinating humanitarian aid in South Sudan has not been an easy task lately due to the ongoing conflict. Restricted access to some parts of the country has often made it difficult to reach out to some people in most need of aid. But Dr Biong says humanitarian agencies need to step up their coordination efforts with the local communities in order to deliver the much needed humanitarian support.

Biong:  “My advice to the international community, to the UN agencies, is that the local dynamics are very important. Sometimes, although some of them may not respect the cessation of hostilities, you should ensure your own engagement with these local commanders because they have their world by themselves. Engage them on those principles like the ground rules that we have been talking about. By the end of the day it is their people that you are assisting. But it is important for them to deal with the communities, the community leaders at that level, so that you can navigate your way in order to ensure humanitarian access to the people.”

A similar call was made by Dan Maxwell, the Team Leader of Secure Livelihoods Consortium from Tufts University. 
Maxwell called for improved humanitarian coordination capacity and commitment among the aid agencies, to improve coherence in humanitarian support. 

Maxwell: “Today, however, there is a strong co-ordination mechanism both through OCHA and the office of the Humanitarian Coordinator and the strength is caused around civilian protection and of course the factor of UNMISS in South Sudan. The ongoing need to negotiate humanitarian access among parties in the conflict and critical humanitarian needs. Logistical constraints are largely similar to those of Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS).”

The panelists lauded UN OCHA for its coordination of humanitarian assistance and UNMISS’ role in the protection of civilians. Participants discussed the implication of the task of the Operation Lifeline Sudan in the delivery of humanitarian assistance to people affected by the Sudan’s 21-year-old civil war in relation to the current crisis in South Sudan.
Sworo Charles Elisha, reporting for Radio Miraya news

In Jonglei, authorities in the state capital Bor are working to implement an order banning the consumption of locally brewed alcohol. 

The order was announced last week by Bor Municipality Mayor Nhial Majak Nhial on the grounds that alcohol was harmful to citizens.  

Bor County Commissioner Agot Alier says the order is being implemented by county authorities and will be done without infringing on the people’s rights. 

Alier says there will be some difficulties expected with the implementation. 

Alier: “Inevitably, there will be some difficulties but sometimes a law cannot resolve problems . The issue here is the creation of awareness to the public. The public should be made to understand why the law is issued. They should understand that we are not targeting certain people. This law aims to maintain security and safety of the people. The public should get convinced that the law is issued for their interest.”
Still in Jonglei, John Garang University in Bor, Jonglei State, has received an assortment of scholastic materials to assist the university that was badly damaged during fighting between government and opposition forces. 

The items, including books and sporting balls, were donated by the Indian contingent of the United Nations mission. 

The commander of the Indian battalion in Bor, Col. Himanshu Hatkar, says the peacekeepers have also done engineering work to help restore the University. 

Hatkar: “We have done some engineering work, prepared culverts, prepared some roads, cleared the classrooms and repaired their furniture, which was broken during the crisis. And we also understand that youth need to play and sweat and that makes them become better leaders.  We have given them around 16 to 20 balls of different kinds and we have given them 40 books now.  But this is not where we are stopping. Our engineers are also preparing their football field, their volley ball court and whatever assistance our engineers can give.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The Episcopal Church of the Sudan has inaugurated a new diocese of Kongor in Jonglei State.  

The creation of the new diocese in Twic East County was announced by Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul in an inaugural ceremony in Juba over the weekend.  

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul said in his address that the new Kongor diocese is a step towards expanding the church to help teach communities about peaceful coexistence.
Gabriel Thuch Agoth has been named the new Bishop elect, but is yet to be ordained.
A group of youth set on promoting Information Communication Technology – or ICT is pressing on with mobilization to host the country’s first ICT conference. 

The Youth Technology Development Organization is looking to use the conference as a platform to encourage the use of ICT to empower youth.  

The ICT conference is scheduled to take place on the 30th of November.  

Thomas Muto Samuel, the organization’s chairperson, says they have contacted a number of sponsors to make the conference possible.  

Samuel: “We have a number of people that we are in touch with. We have both the private sector who is in touch with us in this project, who are going to support the implementation of this this project financially, and also we have contact with a number of humanitarian organizations that are on the ground, basically developmental organizations. We have contact with them on this project and their response is positive. Then also the government organizations, basically the Ministry of Information, Central Equatoria.”

In sports
A power blackout at Juba Stadium forced authorities to stop the Division One football match between Atlabara and Malakeia match on Friday.
  

The lights went off abruptly as both teams were 3 all – in the last five minutes of the game.  

The secretary of the Juba Football Association board of directors, Emanuel Dario, says there appears to have been a problem with the main generator supplying the stadium with power. 
  

Dario: “The match between Atlabara and Malakeia started in a fantastic way, but for a reason beyond our capacity in Juba local football association, there was a problem in the main generator and was at the 41st minute , which means there remains four of five minutes to the end of the match. We in the local football association, we are suffering from this issue of the generator and the power, but we thank the authorities of the state for getting us a new generator. But up to now the company responsible did not hand it over to us.”
The secretary of the referees committee, John Kumuyangi, says they will write a report to the board of directors that will decide when the match should be replayed. 
Kumuyangi: “We will write our report as referees committee and we will send it to the responsible side. Then they will look into this report. Then they will decide when the match should be played. According to the rules and regulations, if the match did not end, it must be played from the starting point. The association will sit and give their view about the match if they want to reschedule it soon. It’s up to them. We don’t have anything. It’s the association to decide.”

The Malakeia and Atlabara encounter was a crucial game to determine the Division One champs of the season in Juba.

In basketball, two games took place last evening at the Nimra Talata basketball stadium in Juba.  

In the first match, Melekia team beat Nassir by 78-48 points while in the second match Citizen defeated National engineering by 69-68 points. 

Earlier weekend games saw Nimra Talata beat Munuki 59-44, while the Black Stars won its match against Gudele United by 63-47. 
To end the news, the main stories once again.

· Inter-party dialogue between SPLM, SPLM in Opposition and former detainees opens in Tanzania
· Floods displace more than 3,000 households in Twic East County
· UN peacekeepers conduct repair work at the John Garang University in Bor
You have been listening to Radio Miraya News. I am Susan Dokolo.
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