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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines: 
· Former militias integrated into the armed forces
· Investigations underway into missing police salaries
· World Food Programme pledges to reach more internally displaced persons
Former fighters of the David Yau Yau cobra faction in Jonglei and forces of Gen. Bapiny Monytuil formerly based in Unity State are being integrated into the armed forces. 

The integration was ordered by the Commander in Chief of the army, President Salva Kiir Mayardit, early last month.

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual.

Reech Malual: “Speaking in an exclusive interview to Radio Miraya, Defence and Veterans Affairs Minister Lt. Gen. Kuol Manyang Juuk says screening of the former combatants is ongoing.”
Kuol Manyang Juuk: “…Other armed groups that are yet to be integrated into the SPLA. A team has been sent to screen them.”  

Reech Malual: “The reintegration comes after the groups were offered an amnesty last year.  In a related development defense minister Juuk called on all SPLA forces in war zones to protect vulnerable groups.”

Kuol Manyang Juuk: “….. Our soldiers are tasked with the responsibility of taking care of or safeguarding the children, the women, the unarmed civilians. That is the task and obligation of a soldier – defending his own people and the country. There is no child that shall be recruited into the army.”

Reech Malual: “Perpetrators are to face legal procedure for non-compliance with the minister’s directives, the Child Act, and the SPLA Act 2009. I am Reech Malual Radio Miraya news.”

Investigations into the disappearance of 300,000 South Sudanese pounds from the police headquarters in Buluk, Juba are ongoing.

The money, meant for police salaries for the month of September went missing last week under unclear circumstances. 

Police spokesperson Col James Monday Enoka says 15 suspects have been arrested so far. 
Col. Enoka: ““Fifteen people have been subjected to investigation – those who were working that day – and if they are police personnel, they will face the police emergency court in Buluk. As I talk, investigations are still progressing. When the investigations are over, a report will be submitted to the Inspector General of Police who will either refer the case to the military Police court that is there or form another specific court.”
Public transport operators plying routes between the KonyoKonyo and Lologo residential area in Juba have suspended transport services protesting the poor state of the road. 

The drivers say the deep potholes and ditches in the road are making the route impassable. 

They are also claim a daily road toll of 10 South Sudanese pounds allegedly imposed by city authorities is not being put to right use.

Meanwhile authorities of the Juba City Council say it has not received any complaint about the road.

Joselito Yoach Kulang is the Clerk of the Juba City Council.

Joselito Yoach Kulang: “They have just raised this issue but they did not come to the city council. We got information from our sources that they have stopped the activities of transporting the people from Lologo to the town with the excuse that the road is bad but they did not come to the city council. It is like if somebody who is sick and there is a doctor, but the sick person does not come to the doctor, then the doctor will not know that there is somebody sick. So what we will do is we have to come to the place and the city council will see if there is urgent need.”

The World Food Programme (WFP) is pledging to reach more internally displaced people in areas worst affected by the conflict.   

The UN organization also assures that it will improve the livelihoods of communities in areas not directly affected by the conflict.

WFP made the pledge ahead of the World Food Day tomorrow (Thursday). 

The organization’s Deputy Country Director, Edie Rowe says there is need for humanitarian agencies to widen their activities in conflict areas and focus on development and sustainable programs. 

Eddie Rowe: “We have two approaches, because of the conflict: We will continue to save lives and avert famine, and in areas where we have opportunities, we will work with communities to improve on their food security and also develop very robust resilience program that will allow these communities to develop.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The remains of the Member of Parliament representing Aweil South County, also former Chairperson of the National HIV/AIDS Commission arrives in Juba today. 

The body of Belario Ahoy Ngong lay in state at the National Legislative Assembly today for legislators to pay their last respects.

There will be a vigil at his home in Juba this evening before the body is flown to his home in Aweil South, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State for burial tomorrow.  

Belario Ahoy Ngong died in a Nairobi hospital, from suspected leukemia on Monday. 

Farmers in Upper Nile have started harvesting this year’s produce of sesame seeds. 

Harvests are being realized from 15,000 feddans in Renk and Melut, the only counties where cultivation took place on account of the fighting in the State.  

The Deputy Secretary General of the state farmers union, Haj Weil Lual, says the sesame crop will be sold to Sudanese traders.

Lual says cultivation was done without support from the government. He explains the challenges faced. 

Weil Lual: “We managed to cultivate this season, thank God. The country is facing a rebellion and bad things. The government has not sent us any money, but we cultivated sesame in Renk and Melut counties. No areas were cultivated in Malakal, Akobo, Baleit and Mang. Thank God the army secured the area and secured the sesame and the workers have gone to the fields to harvest the crop”.

In regional news, the UN's Ebola mission chief says the world is falling behind in the race to contain the virus, with thousands of new cases predicted by December.

The World Health Organization (WHO) says more than 4,400 people have died from the outbreak, mainly in West Africa.

Media reports say a second health worker in the US state of Texas has become infected with the virus.

Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea have been hardest hit by the epidemic, which began in December 2013 but was confirmed only in March.

And, in sports, football coaches from across the country are gathered in Juba for professional training that would grant them licenses to coach African teams and officiate in regional matches.  

The training is being conducted by the Confederation of African Football (CAF) and will last 10 days. 

The 70 coaches will attend both practical and theoretical sessions at the New Sudan Palace Hotel. 

 The spokesperson of the National Football Association, Rodalf Andrea, says the license will be graded in three levels or categories.  

Rodalf Andrea: “This license is divided in to three levels – the levels are C, B and then A as the highest level in Africa. Any coach holding this license starting from C is allowed to coach any team from the 54 Africa countries who are under CAF. So the importance of this course is that South Sudan has taken a good step in cooperation with our brothers in Confederation of African Football, as we are organizing this course. As you have seen its one of the most fantastic openings”  

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Former militias integrated into the armed forces

· Investigations underway into missing police salaries

· World Food Programme pledges to reach more internally displaced persons

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo.
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