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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines:
· Former fighters integrated into the armed forces
· Public transport operators in Juba suspend services over the poor condition of roads
· UN Security Council renews mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in Abyei
Former fighters of the David Yau Yau cobra faction in Jonglei and forces of Gen. Bapiny Monytuil formerly based in Unity State are being integrated into the armed forces. 

The integration was ordered by the Commander in Chief of the army, President Salva Kiir Mayardit, early last month.

More in the following report with Radio Miraya’s Reech Malual.

Reech Malual: “Speaking in an exclusive interview to Radio Miraya, Defence and Veterans Affairs Minister Lt. Gen. Kuol Manyang Juuk says screening of the former combatants is ongoing.

Kuol Manyang Juuk: “…Other armed groups that are yet to be integrated into the SPLA. A team has been sent to screen them.”  

Reech Malual: “The reintegration comes after the groups were offered an amnesty last year.  In a related development defense minister Juuk called on all SPLA forces in war zones to protect vulnerable groups.”
Kuol Manyang Juuk: “….. Our soldiers are tasked with the responsibility of taking care of or safeguarding the children, the women, the unarmed civilians. That is the task and obligation of a soldier – defending his own people and the country. There is no child that shall be recruited into the army.”
Reech Malual: “Perpetrators are to face legal procedure for non-compliance with the minister’s directives, the Child Act, and the SPLA Act 2009. I am Reech Malual Radio Miraya news.”
Meanwhile, the SPLA has recommitted itself to stepping up efforts to stop violations against child’s rights. 

The army has identified six grave violations namely; the recruitment of children by armed forces, sexual violence against children, attacks on schools and hospitals, abductions, killing and maiming of children and denial of humanitarian access. 
SPLA Spokesperson Col. Philip Aguer Panyang says a new order has been issue by the Army Chief of General Staff Lt Gen. Paul Malong Awan and communicated to all the ranks. 

The efforts come as human rights agencies report mass violations against children during the ongoing conflict.

Public transport operators plying routes between the KonyoKonyo and Lologo residential area in Juba have suspended transport services protesting the poor state of the road. 

The drivers say the deep potholes and ditches in the road are making the route impassable. 

They are also claim a daily road toll of 10 South Sudanese pounds allegedly imposed by city authorities is not being put to right use.

Meanwhile authorities of the Juba City Council say it has not received any complaint about the road.

Joselito Yoach Kulang is the Clerk of the Juba City Council.

Joselito Yoach Kulang: “They have just raised this issue but they did not come to the city council. We got information from our sources that they have stopped the activities of transporting the people from Lologo to the town with the excuse that the road is bad but they did not come to the city council. It is like if somebody who is sick and there is a doctor, but the sick person does not come to the doctor, then the doctor will not know that there is somebody sick. So what we will do is we have to come to the place and the city council will see if there is urgent need.”

A nutrition campaign, targeting children in three states has been launched in Juba.  

The one-month campaign is being spearheaded by the Ministry of Health with support from UN Children’s organization UNICEF and the World Food Program. 
In the first phase, the World Food Programme will be treating an estimated 16,000 children identified as suffering from Moderate Acute Malnutrition in Juba County and admitting them to Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programmes. 
UNICEF’s Chief of Nutrition Vimla Tyler says the campaign seeks to inform mothers in Central Equatoria, Warrap and Northern Bahr el Ghazal States about better feeding practices for their children, while severely malnourished children will receive treatment through Oral Therapeutic Feeding Programmes. 

Tyler says mobilizers will be trained to carry out the awareness. 

Vimla Tyler: “The program will train 600 mobilizers in total to reach the children in all the three states. The reason why we chose these three states is because there is a high burden of malnutrition. Although they are non-conflict affected, the burden is really high. Beyond screening, mothers are also being counseled on appropriate infant and young feeding practices; how to exclusively breastfeed the child from zero to six months. Repeated illnesses such as diarrhea and upper respiratory infections lead to malnutrition, so it is important that we treat the child early on.”

Nationwide estimates predict that 235,000 children will suffer from Severe Acute Malnutrition by the end of the year.  

The body of the Member of Parliament representing Aweil South County, also former Chairperson of the National HIV/AIDS Commission arrives in Juba today. 

Dr. Belario Ahoy Ngong passed away in Nairobi on Monday from suspected leukemia.  His body will lie in state at the National Legislative Assembly this morning, before being flown to his home in Aweil for burial.  

The Chairperson of the Information and Telecommunications Committee in the National Assembly, Thomas Wani Kundu, describes Ahoy’s death as a big loss to the country. 
Thomas Wani Kundu: “Dr. Belario Ahoy Ngong was a very active member in the parliament. He contributed greatly during the liberation movement until the CPA was signed and then he became a Member of Parliament. Until the last day that he left for Nairobi for treatment, Belario was active in Parliament, nationalistic and has a spirit of patriotism. His departure has left a vacuum to this parliament in particular and the Republic of South Sudan in general.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
The civil society is urging SPLM factions to embrace a spirit of compromise and accommodation as they conclude an inter-party dialogue with Tanzania’s ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi party. 

Members of the SPLM, the SPLM in the opposition and the former political detainees are attending a three-day dialogue focused on resolving the current political crisis and strengthening the party. 

Edmund Yakani, Executive Director of the Community Empowerment for Progress Organization (CEPO) says the party should learn values of political tolerance from the Tanzanian party.
Edmund Yakani: “Even in Tanzania, there are political differences but their political differences do not result in violence. The attitude of our political elites – thinking always that the best way of sorting out issues is violence – should be stopped. I think they should learn a lesson from Tanzania on how to deal with political differences without embracing violence. We expect them specifically to learn the culture of compromise and accommodation in an environment where there is friction and tension. If you are an active political party member, it does not necessarily mean that you should be the head of the state or the head of the government or the head of the party by imposing yourself. I think they should learn all those values that we are expecting them specifically to learn from Tanzania.”  

Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi party is the longest ruling party in Africa, formed in 1977.
Meanwhile, the student’s wing of the SPLM party in tertiary institutions is to carry out a verification exercise to establish the number of members in the league.  

The SPLM Student’s league in Tertiary Education was established before independence and has members in and out of the country.

The chairperson of the group’s steering committee, Simon Machar, says many of its members were also scattered as a result of the crisis.

Machar says the verification exercise will be conducted across the country in the coming days, as part of efforts to reorganize its structures. 

Simon Machar: “We are trying actually to reorganize the leagues in the university to know exactly how many are we. It seems during the election time, we were almost we are 90% of political cadres in South Sudan were all from the SPLM.  We cannot tell exactly how many, because we need now to reorganize ourselves. We want review how many people are still members in university and how many are graduated.”
The student’s league will also hold a multiparty dialogue on Thursday on peaceful co-existence among political parties.

In regional news, the UN Security Council has renewed the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in Abyei. 

In a unanimously adopted resolution, the 15-member Council decided to extend the mandate of the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) for an additional four and a half months, until February 28, 2015. 

It called on Sudan and South Sudan to take steps to reconvene the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC), which had provided some administration of the region but has been inactive for well over a year. 

It also once again demanded that the parties begin establishing an Abyei Area Administration, a Legislative Council, and an Abyei Police Service.
And, in sports, more than 70 football coaches enter training today (Wednesday) for professional licenses, clearing them to officiate in regional matches.  

The coaches from across the country will convene in Juba for 10 days of training in practical and theoretical skills.  

The secretary of the national football body, William Akot says the training is being facilitated by the Confederation of African Football (CAF).

William Akot: “CAF will send a technical person to come and train the coaches. 72 coaches will benefit from this course. These coaches are drawn from all over South Sudan. This course is not for the beginners – this course is for experienced coaches those who have been coaching for at least 10 years. The course is planned for two weeks.  It starts tomorrow (15 October) and it will end on 30 October. There are two types of certificate that will be given – the first one is the attendance certificate for all the participants. A course examination will be given to the 72 coaches and whoever passes the course will be given C license. If you don’t pass you don’t get the license.”

To end the news, the main stories once again:
· Former fighters integrated into the armed forces

· Public transport operators in Juba suspend services over the poor condition of roads

· UN Security Council renews mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in Abyei

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Susan Dokolo. 
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