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Good evening. It’s 5pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.
The headlines: 
· Floods displace hundreds of people in Rumbek East County
· Ministry of Labour to review order on employment of foreign workers 
· UNICEF encourages hand washing with soap to control spread of viral infections
Floods triggered by heavy rains have caused widespread destruction across vast strips of land in Rumbek East County. 

Mapuot Manuer Kok, the Rumbek East County Commissioner, says nearly 700 households have been displaced and several children have been admitted to hospital suffering from malaria.

The commissioner says the displaced persons urgently need of food, shelter and medicine.

Mapuot Manuer Kok: “It is about 700 households in Adol, Bunthokrou, Kolywith, Manyiel, Malual, Ayok, Warakan, Marial, and also in Mabor Duang, Manai. These are people who have been affected. I had gone to Aduel hospital and I found many children were affected by malaria. They were lying down under trees. They need help from WFP and ICRC, so if they can intervene, it will help the situation.”
The Undersecretary Ministry of Labor, Helene Achiro, says the Ministry plans to apply a compliance review of foreign workers occupying positions that can be taken up by nationals.

Achiro explains what her ministry will be looking out for during the compliance review.  

Helene Achiro: “We will make some kind of follow up to see how compliant the people have been. We are talking of things like office managers, receptionists, drivers, messengers. These are the obvious positions that should be taken over – we don’t mean the highest positions.”

The compliance review comes just after a deadline set for non-governmental organizations and private firms companies to fire certain foreign workers expired on 15 October.

The Labor Ministry said roles ranging from receptionists to executive director should in the future be filled by South Sudanese nationals.
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has unveiled a new school in Gangura Payam of Western Equatoria State.

The new school worth 300,000 South Sudanese pounds was handed over to the community on Wednesday during a colorful ceremony attended by both parents and pupils.

The Governor Western Equatoria state, Bangasi Bakasoro, underscored the role of education in development and hailed the opportunity UNICEF is availing children through the provision of education facilities. 

Bangasi Bakasoro: “Without education, we cannot develop. Without education, we cannot be human beings. Without education, we cannot use the resources we have. Without education, we shall remain ignorant people. Whoever has had no chance to go to school this time must go to school.”

UNICEF Country Director Jonathan Veitch urged citizens to provide equal education opportunities for both girls and boys.

Jonathan Veitch: “We want the girls to have the same rights to education as the boys. That means that parents, you have to make sure your girls stay in school and they don’t leave school early to get married or do other things. We would like to see the girls have the same opportunity as the boys and we will support that from UNICEF’s side as much as possible.”

In another development, UNICEF is urging parents in South Sudan to embrace hand washing with soap to help protect children against viral infections.

Marking the 7th Global Hand Washing Day, observed around the world on 15 October, UNICEF’s Director of Hand-wash tub Lilian Okoworri said that simple measures like washing with soap before eating or after using the toilet can help protect children from viral infections.

Lilian Okoworri: “If we start teaching our children in school how to keep their hands clean – washing their hands when they eat food, washing their hands when they come from the toilet and washing their hands before preparing meals – this will help in preventing unnecessary preventable diseases that are all over the place. Remember we have cholera, we have Ebola. This can prevent the transmission of diseases.”

Figures released by the UN show that in 2013 more than 340,000 children under five - almost 1,000 a day - died from diarrheal diseases due to a lack of safe water, sanitation and basic hygiene.

Officials in Unity states are reporting that pipeline leakages at three oil wells that were damaged during the crisis are posing a health threat to the people.
The leaking pipelines are located in Tharjieth black 5A oil fields.

Speaking to Radio Miraya in Leer County, Unity state Community Liaison Officer, George Gatloi Koang, said the leaking pipelines are highly likely to trigger health complications for the people living close to the oil producing sites. 

George Gatloi Koang: “Nowadays, there are some pipelines that are leaking and the oil is now mixed with water. We can see that this is a threat to the community. If someone wants to drink water around or if cattle drink the water, then it can cause a lot of problem. As you know that the oil is combined with chemicals which are a threat to human consumption. This is terrible. That’s why I discussed it with the group that came from UNMISS in Bentiu.”

Police in Nimule are hunting for suspects behind a string of robberies in Nimule town.

The suspected robbers armed with a pistol and an AK47 rifle stormed Nimule town on Wednesday morning, raided a home of a money changer and robbed him of 5000 South Sudanese Pounds and more than two million Ugandan shillings.

The suspects also stormed a village and raided another household of more than 4000 South Sudanese pounds. 

Emilio Igga, the Pageri Chief area Administrator, has confirmed the strings of robberies. 

Emilio Igga: “Two guys came to his door and shot at it. They forced him to open the door and robbed him of 5,000 South Sudanese Pounds and two million Ugandan shillings and then took the wallet which contained a little money. The same day, they broke into a house of somebody and robbed him of 4,200SSP and took his Nokia phone and also went to an elderly women but she was just helpless and could not do anything. The CID they are trying to trace them to see whether they are within and if the network is still going on.”

No arrests have been made and the suspected robbers are still at large.
The World Food Program (WFP) is pledging to reach more internally displaced people in areas worst affected by the conflict.   

The UN organization also assures that it will improve the livelihoods of communities in areas not directly affected by the conflict. WFP made the pledge ahead of the World Food day today.

The organization’s Deputy Country Director, Edie Rowe says there is need for humanitarian agencies to widen their activities in conflict areas and focus on development and sustainable programs. 

Eddie Rowe: “We have two approaches, because of the conflict: We will continue to save lives and avert famine, and in areas where we have opportunities, we will work with communities to improve on their food security and also develop very robust resilience program that will allow these communities to develop.”
You are listening to Radio Miraya News
And in regional news, five non-permanent members of the Security Council are being elected today for a two-year term starting in January 2015.

The three candidates competing for two seats for the Western Europe and others Group are New Zealand, Spain and Turkey.
The 15-member Security Council is the main UN body tasked with maintaining international peace and security; its resolutions are binding on Member States.

However, no resolution of the Security Council can be adopted if any of the five permanent members namely, China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States votes against it.

The non-permanent Council members are elected by the 193-member UN General Assembly.
In sports, a sports event has been held at the SPLA General Headquarters to promote peace and reconciliation within the SPLA army units. 

The director general for SPLA Sports and Education Department, Gen. Isaiah Poul, said the sports day on Wednesday was organized to empower soldiers and make them part of peace related initiatives.

He said through sports, people can forget their differences and unite for peace. 

Isaiah Poul: “Sports have a big role in peace building because one of the goals of the sports is to achieve peace. Sports is for all nations, all tribes, all categories and all ages. That is why it is very helpful in peace building and also it helps a lot in raising the economy because when a player joins any international club, he gets good amount of money so they can pay taxes that a country benefits from. At same time, some companies can promote players and they bring materials to do this. All these things bring taxes that help in the economy of the country.”    
And Western Equatoria State Minister for Youth and Sports Gibson Bullen has arrived in Juba for an official meeting with the National Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture.

The two officials are expected to discuss ways of improving the country’s sports sector.

While in Juba, Gibson will also meet heads of some sports associations to discuss how to promote sports activities at state level.

Gibson Bullen: “I began with meeting the handball body. We had a meeting where I explained to them how the handball is going in the state and also what are the ideas that we have for extending the activities from the state headquarters to the other counties. I also had a meeting with the team of boxing as we are looking at how to establish a boxing association in Western Equatoria State.”

To end the news, the main stories once again: 
· Floods displace hundreds of people in Rumbek East County

· Ministry of Labour to review order on employment of foreign workers 

· UNICEF encourages hand washing with soap to control spread of viral infections

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news.  I am Agole Alex.
1

