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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.
The headlines: 
· Women to present agenda for peace and sustainable development at weekend dialogue in Juba
· Lack of clear legal framework slows response to disasters
· UN Secretary General Bank moon condemns killing of peacekeepers in Darfur
As the peace talks between government and the SPLA in opposition stall again, the women of South Sudan are considering a wide variety of options to keep the discourse on peace high on their agenda.

On Saturday, the women will gather at Juba University to agree on a consensus for a peaceful political settlement for this country.

The Chairperson of the South Sudanese Women’s Peace Network, Dr. Priscilla Joseph, says the dialogue will present their agenda for peace and sustainable development. 

Dr. Priscilla Joseph: “Right now we find that it is us and our children who are really affected by this war. We are displaced, men are dying and children are dying and therefore the women think that it is their responsibility as citizens of this country to ensure that there is peace among the citizens. We believe that the peace process is not only in Addis, it is all over the South Sudan states.”

The Women’s Agenda for Peace and sustainable development represents the voice and aspirations of South Sudanese women across the 10 states of South Sudan.

The Director General for Disaster Management, Banak Joshua, says lack of a clear legal framework and resources has resulted into the slow response to disasters in the country.

Speaking to Radio Miraya, Banak said institutions responsible for disaster management need to step up their level of preparedness to manage disasters.

Joshua Banak: “Yes, we have the institutions but not the legal framework – who does what – and no resources. I can tell you the response cannot be as we expected because we don’t have resources available. We have to apply for resources, we have to do assessment and this is not the kind of response that we would love to have in this nation.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs is working with some non-governmental organizations to draft a national disaster management policy. If developed, the disaster management policy framework, would pave way for a faster and more coordinated response to disasters. 

A business startup challenge has been launched in Northern Bahr El-Ghazal State to attract young business entrepreneurs.

The business startup challenge supported by the World Bank through the South Sudan transitional fund is an opportunity for young men and women aged between 18 and 35 years to showcase their ideas and business concepts.

The winning business idea will benefit from business skills training and a startup capital worth 3000 South Sudanese pounds. 

Martin Yongo Moi, the Deputy Director for Physical Market and Infrastructure Development in the national Ministry of Trade, Industry and Investment explains the criteria for eligibility to participate in the challenge. 

Martin Yongo Moi: “This is a business startup challenge. You need to have a business idea. This package is given as a seed for you to start your business capital. You need to have a South Sudanese national ID or a passport or a birth certificate and the age is indicated there. If you don’t have that, there is also assessment of age. I think these four documents can support your eligibility.”
The Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning has suspended the activities of more than 160 clearing agencies at Nimule Border post.

The suspension announced on Thursday stems from what has been described as a flawed system of establishing and monitoring the activities of clearing agents. 

A statement issued last evening by Col. Abdelmoniem Gismalla Fragalla, the Director of Administration at the South Sudan Customs Service, states those licenses of all clearing agents operating at the border post have been suspended with immediate effect.

Importers have been advised to clear their own consignments individually through the South Sudan Customs Service.

Radio Miraya will keep you updated as this story unfolds.

Only one in three school going children across the country are currently enrolled in school, according to the latest Education survey carried out by Save the Children and UNICEF.

The survey was unveiled to the media on Thursday. 

Miraya’s reporter Sworo Charles Elisha has a report

Sworo Charles Elisha: “According to the report, 62 per cent of children and 33 per cent of adults consulted ranked education above other basic needs like food, water and shelter. To meet the education needs of the people, UNICEF is planning to launch a massive back to learning campaign in South Sudan. Jonathan Veitch, the UNICEF Country Representative, said the campaign will target mainly children in areas under the control of the opposition forces.”

Jonathan Veitch: “We need to launch massive back to learning campaign to get these children into school and we need to preposition supplies as quickly as possible. We have not been able to get many children in the three states most affected by conflict back into school for many reasons: destruction of schools, looting of property, displacement, teachers are being displaced themselves, lack of payment of salaries and many other factors.”
Sworo Charles Elisha: “Addressing a news conference on Thursday, the Executive Director of Save the Children Jasmine Whitbread said Save the Children looking for donor funding to support teachers in the opposition controlled areas of South Sudan.”
Jasmine Whitbread: “Areas that are not controlled by government, well it is difficult for them to pay teachers. There we are looking for solutions. We are looking for donors who are willing to support us to enable that to happen. So yes, we would like to but we haven’t worked out all ways. We still have in the middle of working all the ways in which should be able to do that.”

And while partners are struggling to find money to support teachers in the conflict hotspots, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Michael Lopuke Lotiam, had an opposing view.  

Michael Lopuke: “We as a government we will not be able to commit to pay teachers in opposition controlled areas.”

Sworo Charles Elisha: “Lopuke says the Ministry has enrolled 1, 200 teachers in training institutions as part of the initiatives to promote quality education in the country. Sworo Charles Elisha reporting for Radio Miraya news.”
The Undersecretary Ministry of Labor, Helene Achiro, says the Ministry plans to apply a compliance review of foreign workers occupying positions that can be taken up by nationals.

Achiro explains what her ministry will be looking out for during the compliance review.  

Helene Achiro: “We will make some kind of follow up to see how compliant the people have been. We are talking of things like office managers, receptionists, drivers, messengers. These are the obvious positions that should be taken over – we don’t mean the highest positions.”

The compliance review comes just after a deadline set for non-governmental organizations and private firms companies to fire certain foreign workers expired on 15 October.

The labor ministry said roles ranging from receptionists to executive director should in the future be filled by South Sudanese nationals.
The Speaker of the Council of States, Bol Chan, has asked members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) party to promote dialogue with other political parties so as to promote political understanding.

Presiding over a dialogue of the SPLM leagues in Juba, Bol Chan explained that dialogue with other political parties would help the SPLM party expand its ideologies.

Bol Chan: “As you are launching your dialogue, I would want you to engage other parties in dialogue as well as other students unions. We need to capture these organizations. This is how the party functions. We must have a students’ league and a women’s league which are powerful. We have all these professionals and this where you can support the party and this where you can bring people of different professions into the fold of the SPLM.”
This news comes to you from Radio Miraya
In regional news, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has condemned the killings of three peacekeepers in Darfur.

Ban Ki-moon spoke to reporters on Thursday after two Ethiopian peacekeepers were killed while they were guarding a water borehole in North Darfur in Sudan. A third peacekeeper was wounded and later died from his injuries.

Mr. Ban described October as a "bloody" month for UN peacekeepers.

Ban Ki Moon: "This has been a bloody October for UN Peacekeeping. In Darfur, Mali and the Central African Republic, we have lost 14 peacekeepers in hostile acts — nearly one per day. This highlights the exceptionally challenging environments in which today’s peacekeepers operate. Blue Helmets must be allowed to undertake their life-saving work without interference." 

 The Secretary-General said the attacks on UN peacekeepers are unacceptable and constitute a serious violation of international law.
In sports news, Malakia Football Club beat off stiff competition to emerge league winners of the South Sudan championship cup.

The team emerged victorious after beating the title holder, Atlabar Team, by 2-0 goals in the closing match of this season.

Malakia’s captain, Richard Justin, scored the leading goal in the first half of the match and Alouk Aketch added the second goal in the last minutes of the match.

Atlabara FC head coach Leio Adra conceded defeat and blamed divisions in the club for the defeat.

Leio Adra: “We have lost like any other team so I accept the defeat. Whether it was fair or not, we have lost. We were beaten two nil. It was a fair game actually. This team got disorganized when we came back from Khartoum. What can the sons do, when the fathers are not together? If the two kingdoms are divided into two, you think the kingdom can stand? We shall go back and see why we lost. If it is the administration, let them put their house in order. We have to make a proper recruitment.”  

Malakeia head coach Ramzey Sebit, said the team has its eyes on the African confederation cup.

Now Malakia will represent Central Equatoria State in the upcoming South Sudan premier league as champion of Juba and will represent South Sudan in African Confederation Cup as champion of the South Sudan main cup.
To end the news the once again the main stories: 

· Women to present agenda for peace and sustainable development at weekend dialogue in Juba

· Lack of clear legal framework slows response to disasters

· UN Secretary General Bank moon condemns killing of peacekeepers in Darfur

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex. 
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