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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm. This is Radio Miraya news with Susan Dokolo.
The headlines:
· President Kiir travels to Arusha Tanzania to attend launch of a joint dialogue process
· Civil society in Unity State sounds frustration at delayed peace talks 

· Ministry of Petroleum and Mining intervenes to ease fuel shortage in Juba
President Salva Kiir Mayardit has travelled to Arusha, Tanzania to attend the launch of a joint dialogue process facilitated by the Tanzanian government.

He is expected to meet with the opposition leader Dr. Riek Machar.

The two principal leaders in the ongoing conflict are will participate in the intra- factional talks being facilitated by Tanzania’s Foreign affairs minister Bernard Membe.

Addressing a news conference at Juba International Airport this morning, the Minister in the Office of the President, Awan Gal Riek, said the meeting in Arusha seeks to find a permanent solution to the ongoing conflict in the country.

Awan Gal Riek: “Uprooting the entire crisis must come from within the SPLM. The delegation of the Republic of South Sudan, the opposition and the former detainees had a successful meeting in Arusha. In continuation of that and in search of peace, His Excellency the President is going to meet with rebel leader Dr. Machar to complements what has been started in Tanzania.”

On Saturday Tanzania’s ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi party announced that it has extended an official invitation to President Salva Kiir and his former deputy, Riek Machar, to the launch of a joint dialogue process facilitated by the Tanzanian government.

The talks in Tanzania are independent of the IGAD mediated peace process which has stalled for now.
In another development, the civil society in Unity state is frustrated by the slow progress made so far in the peace talks aimed at ending the ongoing conflict.

Civil Society representative, Rev. John Rel Bath faulted IGAD mediators for prolonging the peace process.

Rev. John Rel Bath said the slow progress at the talks is killing the confidence and hope that South Sudanese had in the peace process. 

Rev. John Rel Bath: “The expectations for us as civil society organization in this country is that a peace settlement should be reached but we have been frustrated by sitting all the times and there is nothing that has come out of that negotiation. That is something that is frustrating us. We need these peace talks to take place as soon as possible so that the community can go to their normality as before destruction (which started on) 15 December.”

Peter Geng, another civil society activist said he wants the international community to intervene more actively and resolve the ongoing crisis. 

Peter Geng: “If IGAD is taking too long for these peace negotiations, why doesn’t the international community intervene? When we look at these peace talks, (we think) it is delaying tactics because people are pushing until we reach almost two months for the new year which mean when this peace is not taking place right now and in the dry season, the war will start again.”

Internally displaced persons in Mingkaman in Lakes State and Bor town of Jonglei State have asked the warring sides in the ongoing conflict to resolve their differences in order to save lives.
The call came as the humanitarian coordinator Toby Lanzer visited the IDP camps in the two states over the weekend.
Speaking to Radio Miraya shortly after his visit, Toby Lanzer said the internally displaced people want to see peace return.

Toby Lanzer: “Everybody has concerns but the chief concern is that they want peace. They have concerns at the different levels. They always have more needs than the aid agencies can meet but I also think it is incumbent on the authorities of South Sudan to recognize that ultimately this is an issue that the people of South Sudan need to resolve. It’s incumbent on the people of South Sudan to help each other out to make sure that everybody has what they need to survive and to leave in prosper.” 

Meanwhile, there has been a noted fluctuation in the number of internally displaced people in Ming-Kaman. Toby Lanzer says the fluctuation calls for biometric registration.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Mining has intervened to ease the fuel shortage in Juba.

Nicodemus Ajak Bior, the spokesperson in the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining, is quoted by the local media saying that his ministry has distributed fuel to nine services stations in Juba.

The fuel channeled through Nile Petroleum Corporation has been distributed to Global, Queen, Capital, Pay Oil, KENGAS, Assim, Mosh, Afrogas and Taalo service stations.

The fuel crisis was triggered by the disbandment of clearing agents at Nimule border point.

Government has committed more than eight million South Sudanese pounds as capitation grants to support education in the country.

The Undersecretary in the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Micheal Lopuke, says the capitation grants will be used to improve physical infrastructure like classrooms, meet the cost of tuition, provide textbooks and other instructional materials and support the training of teachers.

Michael Lopuke: “The Republic of South Sudan has committed over eight million South Sudanese pounds for the capitation grants for primary and secondary schools. This money is intended to benefit all the school in the Republic of South Sudan. We continue to affirm that education cannot wait and we will try efforts that will promote education in South Sudan.”

Meanwhile, the UNICEF Country director, Jonathan Veitch says humanitarian agencies have ranked education a top priority under the Humanitarian Response Strategic Plan.

Jonathan Veitch: “We agreed that in the Humanitarian Strategic Response Plan, we would like to put education front and center. There are many other priorities – food security, nutrition – but we must not leave education out. We would like to have it in a strong position in the response in 2015.”
Police in Rumbek East County have arrested two teenagers for their alleged involvement in rape.

The two teenagers are charged with raping a 15-year-old girl in Malith Boma of Aduel Payam.

Rumbek East County Executive Director Madit Malual says the incident happened on Friday.

Madit Malual: “It was a girl under 15 year of age. The two men are also under 18 or 17. There is a law – if someone is accused of rape, the law can take them to police and then the investigation will take place today, and they will explain why they do this, and then they will be taken to the court.”
In a separate incident, police in Rumbek East County have launched a manhunt for a man involved in a botched rape attempt.

Madit Malual says the girl was rescued by police but the suspect is still at large.

Madit Malual: “In that attempt, the woman was rescued by security forces of police. The guy who committed or tried to attempt the raping, his father has been arrested and people are running after him now.”

Kala-azar trend is at its seasonal peak with more than 5,200 cases and 158 deaths reported this year.
Most of the cases have been reported from Lankien, Chuil, Walgak and Malakal.

According to the South Sudan disease surveillance, displacement of non-immune populations to endemic areas, malnutrition, poor housing, late detection and diagnosis of cases, have been blamed for the latest escalation of the disease.

WHO is supporting implementing partners with case management supplies and adequate stockpiles have been assembled in endemic states of Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile.

Kalaazar, also known as 'black fever' – is a tropical, parasitic disease transmitted through bites from certain types of sand fly. 

This news comes from Radio Miraya

In foreign news, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon says one in five people in the developing world still live on less than one and half dollar a day, despite the progress made in eradicating global poverty.

Speaking at an event to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty the UN Secretary General said at least 700 million more people were living above the poverty line between 1990 and 2010.

He noted that poverty and inequality remain major cause for instability and conflict.

Ban Ki Moon: “Despite this enormous success, one of every five persons in developing regions lives on less than $1.25 a day. Where poverty persists, development gains are difficult to achieve and even harder to sustain. Where poverty and inequality are entrenched, instability and conflict are far more likely to erupt. Where poverty holds sway anywhere, people are held back everywhere."

In sports news, Western Equatoria State is ready to host the third national inter schools, cultural and sports competitions, the Minister of Youth and Sports Gibson Bullen, has confirmed.

The minister made this announcement while concluding his visit to Juba.

The minister says that the tournament will kick off early next month.

Gibson Bullen: “Western Equatoria is ready as am speaking to host inter schools and  cultural activities so write now all preparation is done we have been able to complete renovation of accommodations facilities in the state that one is completed and the other sports venues have been also completed we  only remain with few touches in the stadium  meaning that we are on time because according to the extension of date say that the first week of November that is when the inter schools competition will kick off.”
To end the news the once again the main stories:
· President Kiir travels to Arusha Tanzania to attend launch of a joint dialogue process

· Civil society in Unity State sounds frustration at delayed peace talks 

· Ministry of Petroleum and Mining intervenes to ease fuel shortage in Juba

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news and I am Susan Dokolo. 
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