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Good afternoon. It’s 1pm and this is Radio Miraya news with Agole Alex.
The headlines: 
· Ten people reported killed and scores wounded in clashes in Rumbek
· More than 100 trucks of fuel ordered to ease current shortages in Juba

· United Nations marks the 69th anniversary of its founding
Ten people are reported dead and several others injured in clashes in Rumbek North County, in Lakes State.

The fighting occurred in a cattle camp in the Malek area, 40 miles from Rumbek town. 

The MP representing Constituency Number Two in Rumbek North, Marik Nanga Marik, says the clashes were between armed youth and what appeared to be SPLA soldiers. 

Marik is calling on the national government to intervene. 

Marik Nanga Marik: “The situation may escalate further and then create unnecessary conflict. I am calling on the national government to send a delegation urgently to come and address this … situation. I really regret the lives that have been lost on both sides.”
Radio Miraya is trying to reach the army to clarify reports that three soldiers, including a senior officer were killed in the clashes.  
The Nile Petroleum Corporation, the commercial arm of the Ministry of Petroleum and Mining, has placed an order for 150 trucks of fuel from Kenya to ease a fuel shortage. 
Speaking to journalists on Thursday, the Managing Director of the Nile Petroleum Corporation, Paul Adongo, said the trucks are expected in the next three to four days. 

Paul Adongo: “As I speak to you, we have ordered a round 150 trucks, which could have solved the problem (immediately) if the fuel was just next door. (However), it is going to take three to four days for these trucks to come in and I can tell you in the next two days we may still experience the same problem.  One thing I can assure you is that in the next 72 hours, we will see problem easing up. Let me also make this statement: As long as South Sudan is importing fuel from another country and as long as we have not finalized the oil refinery, these fuel shortages are not going to go (away). They will always come back”

Meanwhile Adongo warns that companies hoarding fuel will have their licenses revoked. He says security agents are investigating the companies that are keeping supplies to take advantage of the high prices. 

Paul Adongo: “Our security agencies are looking into that and once we have proven whoever is hoarding fuel… We have told them in the past whoever hoards fuel, we will revoke their license so we find out that a fuel station is hoarding fuel the first thing we do we will revoke their license to operate in South Sudan and that is a severe punishment we are going to give them.”
Alternative systems of justice are being recommended as possible ways of dealing with overcrowding in prisons. 

The spokesperson of the National Prisons Service, Lt Colonel Rodento Tongun, attributes the high numbers of inmates to growing populations, which leads to increased crime rates. He suggests the building of more prisons and introduction of community service to decongest prisons. 

Rodent Tongun: “These small crimes – instead of sentencing them to prison, they could be sentenced to community work so that the community can benefit from their efforts. Meanwhile the prison also will be (less congested). If they are in the communities, we will go and supervise them there. It is another way of reducing overcrowding. Another is the issue of para-legal for the speedy trial.”

Juba central prison, built to accommodate 400 inmates, is housing more than 1,400 suspects. 

Meanwhile the spokesperson of the prison has refuted media reports that four inmates have died in Wau central prison, Western Bahr el Ghazal state. 
He notes that there was only one inmate who died suddenly and that the prison awaits reports from the doctor on the cause of his death.

A 20 million dollar project aimed at improving customs management has been launched in Juba.  

As Reech Malual reports, the programme is expected to lead to better regulations governing revenue collection and standards.  

Reech Malual: “The project, worth a total of 24 million US dollars, is being supported by TradeMark East Africa, an East African non-governmental organization established to support the growth of trade in the region. It will be implemented through the National Ministry of Finance, to assist the offices of the National Bureau of Standards and National Bureau of statistics in areas of Customs Management Reforms, institution building and capacity building. Franck Matsaert, TradeMark East Africa Chief Executive, says the program is also an opportunity for employment.

Franck Matsaert: “It’s very important that for the good of economy and job creation that we reduce the very high cost of trade and very high consumer price that you face here as a nation.”

Reech Malual: “UK Deputy Ambassador Jon Dean announced his government’s contribution of 7 million pounds sterling towards the programme.”

Jon Dean: “It’s the kind of thing that people of South Sudan want and they deserve so we are very pleased to be able to say that the UK, through the Department for International Development, is investing seven million pounds sterling in this programme.”

Reech Malual: “The first undersecretary of finance, Salvador Garang Mabiordit, says the programme will help establish effective state institutions.”

Salvador Garang Mabiordit: “Their coming to South Sudan will improve our institutions – Customs, Bureau of Standards, Chamber of Commerce and also other related revenue generating institutions”.

Reech Malual: “The project will also lend support to capacity building in ministries, government offices as well as the private sector. The assistance and skills provided would also serve in analysis and negotiations in the country’s bid to join regional bodies such as the East African Community.  I am Reech Malual for Radio Miraya news.”

You are listening to Radio Miraya News
Today is united Nations day; a day to mark the founding of the United Nations body.
On this 69th anniversary, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon notes the crucial need for the UN to empower the marginalized and vulnerable at a time when the world is witnessing several crises.  
In South Sudan, the day will be marked by a flag hoisting event at the United Nations offices in Jebel, along the Yei road. 
The Head of Political Affairs at the UN Mission, Seth Kumi explains why it is a day to be celebrated.

Seth Kumi: ““To be 69 years old is not a joke. Not many organizations survive to 69 years – organizations made of a Board of Directors from 193 countries. To survive 69 years is a day to celebrate. We will hoist the UN flag in the UN main compound; we will read the SG’s message that will be read across all member states by his representative.  The Minister of Foreign Affairs has been invited. We will have some other social events later on. We also extend invitations to those who would like to come. The only thing is they would have to go through our security procedure, but we would like people to see what we do.”
An investigation has been launched into the disappearance of more than 500,000 pounds from the Agricultural Bank in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal State. 

The bank’s manager, Makur Macheik Kwai says thieves broke into the bank last Saturday night and stole a total of 518,000 pounds from the bank’s safe. 

Kwai says security organs are questioning staff and the guards who were on duty at the time of the incident.  

Makur Kwai: “Two policemen guarding the bank, a watchman and the acting manager of the bank, as well as the official responsible for the finances and the cashier all under investigation.”

The public has been called on to graciously donate blood to soldiers receiving treatment at the Juba military referral hospital. 

The Director General of the hospital, Dr. Ajak Bullen Aleer, says a blood bank was opened at the army military hospital this week to address the urgent need of blood by the soldiers. 

Dr. Ajak Aleer: “Here, we now have a blood bank. There is another blood Bank in Juba Teaching Hospital (but) that one is different. We have ours already opened. We receive anybody who wants to donate blood. Before, we used to send people to Juba Teaching Hospital to donate blood then receive it from Juba Teaching Hospital, but now you don’t need to go to Juba Teaching Hospital. You just have to come to the Military Hospital you will find the blood bank and people ready to serve you. We have started and we are very ready to serve whoever comes to donate blood.”

And, Mali has reported its first Ebola case.  
A 2 year old girl tested positive in the capital Bamako after returning from neighbouring Guinea with her grandmother. 

Meanwhile, an American doctor has tested positive for Ebola in New York.  

The physician with Doctors Without Borders has just returned from West Africa where he had been involved in emergency response.

The death toll from the West Africa outbreak stands at 4,800. 
In sports Samuel Pawon is here with an update: 
Samuel Pawon: “We start with the Division One football tournament in Lakes State, where Gazala FC secured three points after a four-nil win over Homeland FC last evening at the Rumbek Freedom Square, while Gonzaka FC beat Zalan team two-one. In the Division Two championships in Yambio, Western Equatoria, Tahrir beat Ekwa five-nil at Budaway Stadium. This evening, Gangara Emelia takes on Green State FC in Yambio.” 
Samuel Pawon: “A peace and unity volleyball tournament has kicked off in Kuajok, Warrap State. Five counties will send teams to participate in the five-day competition. In the opening matches, Tonj North beat Gogrial West three-two, while Gorgial East defeated Twic East three-one. The tournament is organized by the World Vision in collaboration with the Warrap State Ministry of Youth and Sports. All matches are taking place at the Kuajok Freedom square. I am Samuel Pawon for Radio Miraya News.”
To end the news once again the main stories:
· Ten people reported killed and scores wounded in clashes in Rumbek

· More than 100 trucks of fuel ordered to ease current shortages in Juba

· United Nations marks the 69th anniversary of its founding

You have been listening to Radio Miraya news. I am Agole Alex.
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